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Soviet emigre wave continues 

TEL AVIV (R) — Thousands of Soviet Jewish immigrants landed in 
Israel Friday and Saturday in an airlift triggered by the uncertain political 
situation in the Soviet Union. Israel Radio said more than 5,500 Soviet 
Jews had landed at Tel Aviv airport since Friday morning and more were 
expected by Sunday. On Friday, the Israeli government told state airline, 
officials to prepare all available planes for a major airlift of Soviet Jews 
from Bucharest, Budapest and Warsaw, transit points for Soviet Jews. 
There are no direct scheduled flights between Israel and the Soviet Union 
and no full diplomatic relations since Moscow broke ties over the 1967 
war. "We have been urged by the minister of transport to make every 
possible aircraft available for this over the weekend and have obtained 
special permission to fly on the Sabbath (Saturday),” said Nachman 
Kleiman, spokesman for the state-owned airline El Al, Friday. The airlift 
followed the shock resignation of SovieL Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze Thursday, which raised fears among Jews that President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's liberal emigration policies might be reversed. 
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Iraq alerts schools, colleges 

BAGHDAD (AP) — All universities, schools and other educational 
MU fee rn Iraq will dose immediately in the event of an attack against the 
country by U.S.-led military forces in the Gulf region, state-run television 
said Saturday night. There are an estimated 2^ million students in Iraq's 
universities and other schools. Mid-term examinations are scheduled to 
begin Jan. 15, the deadline the U.N. Security Council set for Iraq to 
withdraw troops from Kuwait or face possible military action. Since the 
deadline was set on Nov. 29, Iraq has stepped up civil defence 
preparations. It had planned a practice evacuation of the two million 
residents of the western half of Baghdad Saturday m a drill similar to one 
held on Friday in the eastern half. The plans were baited without 
explanancu^bfea^er, since Friday is the holiday die earlier drill did not 
force and schools to close as it would have on 

SatuxmyVA senior offiahl said plans were being made foT an evacuation 
driUSKr the entire 
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■ Turkey reinforces 
Iraqi border 

ANKARA (AP) — Turkey has 
sent an additional 8.000 para- 
troops to its border with Iraq 
and will add 1,500 infantry sol- 
diers in coming days, a newspap- 
er reported Saturday. The Istan- 
bul daily Cumhuriyet also 
quoted unidentified military 
sources as saying that Iraq also 
increased its forces in the area. 
The Turkish paratroopers were 
sent to the border area in the 
past 10 days, the paper said. The 
1,500 infantry soldiers will be 
transferred there from Thrace in 
northwestern Turkey, it said. 
4 Not counting the deployment 
reported by Cumhuriyet, Turkey 
has about 100,000 troops along 
the border with Iraq. Most were 
sent there shortly after Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait on Aug. 2. No 
officials were available to con- 
firm the Cumhuriyet report 
Saturday. 

PFLP opens office 
in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (AP) — The Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) reopened its 
office in Baghdad Saturday, 11 
years after it was closed by the 
Iraqi government following a 
split with Damascus. Abdul 
Rahim Malouh. a member of the 
C . PFLP's politburo, said reopen- 
ing the office was meant to 
express solidarity with Iraq in its 
standoff with the United States 
. in the Gulf crisis. Malouh said 
.the Damascus-based PFLP 
would fighr alongside Iraq if war 
- erupted, but he did not elabo- 
rate. 

Gorbachev 
threatens 
tough measures 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev Satur- 
day threatened to use the full 
force of his powers unless lead- 
ers in the republic of Moldova 
and minority groups there act 
within 10 days to end ethnic 
conflict. Gorbachev, who has 
authority to send in troops and 
declare presidential rule over 
troublespots, warned of "neces- 
sary measures" but did not spell 
out action he has prepared to 
1, take. He issued a decree order- 
' ing the dissolution of two self- 
styled republics set up earlier 
this year by the southwestern 
republic’s Turkish and Russian 
minorities. 

Charles in Gulf 

SAUDI ARABIA (R) — Prince 
Charles, heir to the British 
throne, said Saturday that his 
country's troops were ready for 
war in the Gulf. “They are high- 
ly professional and incredibly 
well-prepared,” he told repor- 
ters at a forward base. He chat- 
ted with U.S. marines and then 
rode atop a challenger tank 
named “Churchill” for 15 
kilometres across the sand to 
visit British armoured, engineer- 
ing and infantry units. 

* Habre still a 
threat, Deby says 

ALGIERS (R) — Ousted Chad 
President Hissene Habre could 
try to destabilise the country 
from exile, according to the man 
who overthrew him. In an inter- 
view with the official Algerian 
news agency, new President 
Idris Deby said Habre had 
“quite a large war chest (and) 
can undertake destabilisation ac- 
tion in Chad.” Habre fled to 
Cameroun, Chad's neighobur to 
the southeast, and later to 
Senegal as rebels led by Deby 
and equipped by Libya seized 
control of his country last 
^ month. 

. Israel intercepts 
Lebanese ferry 

SIDON, Lebanon (R) — An 
Israeli gunboat has intercepted a 
Lebanese ferry en route to Cyp- 
rus and detained eight Lebanese 
and Palestinian passengers, 
sources said Saturday. They said 
Israeli soldiers stopped the ferry 
Friday night off Sidon, 40 
kilometres south of Beirut, and 
detained two Lebanese, includ- 
ing a policeman, and six Palesti- 
nians and escorted them to 
Israel. 


Jordan disappointed over 


Resolution 681 


Qasem 


It is an attempt to evade most basic issue 

• Passing reference to Jerusalem is deplorable 

• Israel terrorising Palestinians to make room 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — A U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
adopted Thursday criticising 
Israeli policies towards Palesti- 
nians is an attempt to evade the 
Middle East's most basic issue. 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan Al 
Qasem said Saturday. 

“The U.N. Security Council 
resolution forms an attempt to 
prevent (the world from) con- 
fronting the basic issue in the 
Middle East and the possibility 
of providing solutions that would 
help in bolstering real and com- 
prehensive peace in the region,” 
Qasem said in a statement car- 
ried by the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra. 

Resolution 681 recommends 
measures to monitor treatment 
of Palestinians in the Israeli- 
occupied territories. But, after 
LT.S. pressure, it mentioned only 
in a separate non-binding state- 
ment a call for an international 
conference to address the 
Palestinian issue. 

Qasem said that under a prog- 


ramme for the occupied territor- 
ies the Israeli government was 
trying “to terrorise the Palesti- 
nian people in order to 
accommodate thousands of 
Soviet Jews.” 

Qasem deplored the fact that 
Resolution 6S1 made only pas- 
sing reference in its introduction 
to Jerusalem as part of the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

“We really wished here in 
Jordan to see some members of 
the Security Council dealing 
with the Palestinian problem 
with the same momentum in 
which they dealt with the Gulf 
crisis,” Qasem said. 

“Jordan rejects the double 
standard policy in dealing with 
issues in the Middle East,” 
Qasem said. “International legi- 
timacy should not be a selective 
process applied in one area and 
ignored in another.” 

“Resolution 681 is weak and 
void of its objective contents and 
lacked the seriousness heeded 
for dealing effectively with the 
Middle East issue,” the minister 


said. 

“When some nations avoid 
considering Jerusalem as an in- 
tegral part of the occupied Arab 
territories, it means that they are 
giving concessions to Israel, and 
it implies that they deal with the 
Jewish state on the basis of de 
facto situation, a status which 
Israel aims to consecrate,” the 
minister said. 

“Jordan had wished to see the 
Security Co unci/ members deal- 
ing with the Palestine question 
on equal footing with the Gulf 
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crisis. 

The minister criticised the way 
in which the council dealt with 
the idea of an international 
peace conference and said: “Jor- 
dan was not at ail happy because 
the council ignored emphasis- 
ing the need for convening an 
international peace conference 
and sufficed itself with a non- 
binding statement on the pros- 
pects for such a conference by 
saying that the council reaffirms 

(Continued on page 5) 


19 U.S. sailors die 
in Haifa ferry mishap 


HAIFA (Agencies) — Nineteen 
U.S. sailors on shore leave from 
the Gulf crisis drowned within 
meters of their aircraft carrier on 
Saturday after a ferry returning 
them from Christmas revelry 
capsized in the Israeli port of 
Haifa. 

A U.S. embassy spokesman 
revised the toll to 19 dead from 
20 given earlier by his Ambassa- 
dor William Brown, saying one 
victim had been counted twice. 

The ferry with about 100 
Americans from the USS Sarato- 
ga aboard sank within seconds 
under 1.5 metre high waves at 
midnight on Friday, U.S. and 
Israeli military officials said. 

American and Israeli rescue 
teams searched through the 
night for the missing after the 
Israeli feny Tuvia went under 
shortly after midnight in windy, 
'choppy seas about 200 metres 
from the aircraft carrier Sarato- 
ga- 

Forty -seven sailors were hos- 
pitalised and 38 rescued un- 
harmed from choppy seas, 
according to Israel Radio. It said 
four were in serious condition 
and most of the others were 
released later Saturday morning. 

It was the deadliest accident 
involving American servicemen 
taking part in the multinational 


ferree arrayed against Iraq and 
raised the number of Americans 
killed in Operation Desert 
Shield to at least 73. 

The sailors were among hun- 
dreds who spent their holiday 
Liberty Friday in Haifa, some 
with wives and girlfriends who 
had flown from home to meet 
them. 

The Saratoga has a crew of 
about 1,500. 

Army spokesman Ranaan 
Gissen said six of the bodies 
were found trapped in the two- 
deck, 17-metre feny about 21 
metres below the surface of the 
Mediterranean. 

Officials said at midaftemoon 
that two other sailors still could 
be missing. Saratoga comman- 
ders recalled ail 1,920 men from 
shore leave. 

There was no official report 
on the cause of the sinking. 
Witnesses said they believed 
there were too many people in 
the back of the ferTy. 

Shaul Raziel, director of the 
Israel port authority, said a com- 
bination of events probably 
caused the accident. “The sea- 
ting, or movement in one direc- 
tion, a sudden wave, and the 
disaster happened,” be told 
army radio. 

Survivors mtenriewed in their 


beds at Haifa's Rambam hospit- 
al said the navy-chartered ferry 
had taken on water in high seas, 
then suddenly overturned as it 
was hit by two large waves. 

“It felt like we were going 
against the waves, so we would 
go up and come down ... and 
eveiytime we would come back 
down water would come in," 
said seaman Michael Benjamin, 
19, of San Antonio. 

“We were going on the waves, 
and I just noticed one that was 
bigger than normal and then we 
noticed another one that was 
bigger than normal. The next 
thing 1 know, all I saw coming in 
was water. E was tilted forward, I 
heard a lot of yelling, 'she's 
going down.'” 

Benjamin suffered a neck in- 
jury when be was hit in the water 
by one of the rescue boats. 

Mary Mobley, wife of the 
Saratoga's captain, said informa- 
tion hot lines had been set up for 
crewmen’s families in the United 
States and she appealed for rela- 
tives to stay calm while some 
1,900 crewmen on shore were 
returned to the ship for a roll 
call. 

“I wanted to let the moms, 
dads and wives not to be really 

(Continued on page 5) 


Bush contradicts Waller, 

■ 

says forces ready for war 


CAMP DAVID, Maryland 
(Agencies) — President George 
Bush, contradicting a top milit- 
ary commander, said Saturday 
allied forces in the Gulf are 
prepared to deal “vigorously” 
with any Iraqi “provocation'’ on 
a moment’s notice. 

Bush sought to put to test 
comments by Lietttenant- 
General Calvin A.H. Waller, 
the deputy commander of allied 
forces in the Gulf, that the troop 
will not be battle ready by the 
Jan. 15 U.N. deadline for the 
withdrawal of Iraq from Kuwait. 

“If there was some clear pro- 
vocation 10 minutes from now, 
the allied forces are ready to 
respond vigorously,” Bush said. 

Bush spoke to reporters at his 
wind-whipped, fog-shrouded 
mountaintop retreat where Brit- 
ish Prime Minister John Major 
was his overnight guest. 

Bush's statement was echoed 
in Saudi Arabia, where Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney told 
marines they can expect to go to 
war soon after Jan. 15 if Iraq 
refuses to leave Kuwait. 

“1 would think that soon after 
Jan. 15th if (Iraq) has not with- 
drawn (its) forces from Kuwait 


we'll be in a position to take 
military action in conjunction 
with our allies,” Cheney said 
while standing atop an M60-A1 
tank in the desert some 90 
kilometres from the Kuwaiti 
border. 

Major, who accompanied 
Bush to the news conference, 
left the clear impression that 
British policy as aligned with the 
U.S. stand as it was under for- 
mer Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. 

“If there is going to be a 
conflict in Kuwait, that’s really a 
matter for Saddam Hussein,” 
Major said. “He knows what the 
Security Council resolutions 
say.” 

Speaking later to reporters at 
Andrews Air Force Base before 
his departure. Major said he and 
Bush were “entirely of one 
mind” on the Gulf crisis. If Iraq 
refuses to withdraw, he said, 
“we are ready to use force to 
free Kuwait and restore the 
legitimate government.” 

As further evidence that ail is 
well in the British-American 
connection in lthe post-Thatcher 
era. Bush and Major began 
addressing each other as “John” 


and “George" shortly after their 
talks got under way on Friday. 

Bush said the American and 
British positions are “totally 
together." Under questioning, 
Bush also said the Soviet Union 
has given “every indication” that 
its support for U.S. policies in 
the Gulf will continue despite 
the resignation of Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze. 

Shortly after Waller made his 
remarks last Wednesday about 
the lack of military preparedness 
in die Gulf, the administration 
began looking for ways to soften 
their impact. 

Presidential spokesman Mar- 
tin Fltzwater said Waller really 
meant that the forces were not as 
ready as they would tike to be 
“for all contingencies.” 

Secretary of State James Bak- 
er suggested Waller's remarks 
were aimed at keeping the Iraqis 
guessing. 

President Saddam said Friday 
that when 5,000 American sol- 
diers die in a Gulf war Bush will 
be forced to quit. 

“Why do Europeans... believe 
the Americans will defeat the 

(CoatiBoed on page 5) 


King 

meets 

Turkish 

delegation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein conferred Satur- 
day with a visiting Turkish par- 
liamentary delegation led by 
Erdal Inonu, leader of the Social 
Democratic Populist Party, on 
developments in the Gulf crisis 
and current efforts to achieve a 
political settlement of the con- 
flict. 

King Hussein reaffirmed Jor- 
dan’s strong ties with Turkey 
and the need for further bolster- 
ing of bilateral cooperation. 

Inonu underlined the import- 
ance of continued efforts by 
King Hussein to pave the ground 
for a peaceful settlement of the 
Gulf crisis and other issues in the 
Middle East, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

His Royal Highness Crown 


P 



His Majesty King Hussein Saturday confers with Turkish opposition leader Erdal Inonu 


Prince H assart, who later met 
with Inonu, attended part of the 
meeting along with the Turkish 
delegation and Turkey's ambas- 
sador to Jordan. 

The Prince and Inonu re- 
viewed developments in the Gulf 


and prospects for a solution 
based on Internationa] legitima- 
cy. 

The Turkish delegation was 
also received by Upper House of 
Parliament Speaker Ahmad 
Lawzi, who briefed it on Jor- 


dan’s stand on the crisis. 

The delegation was also 'received 
by Lower House Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyyat. Both meetings 
were attended by Minister of 
State for Parliamentary Affairs 
Abdul Baqi Gammo. 


UNRWA to monitor 
Israeli measures 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar plans to use 
relief officials and member na- 
tions' consulates to monitor 
treatment of Palestinians in tbe 
Israeli-occupied territories, 
according to diplomats. 

In a closed-door Security 
Council meeting, Perez de Cuel- 
lar outlined his plans on im- 
plementing a controversial re- 
solution passed Thursday that 
calls for the United Nations to 
monitor Palestinians' safety “on 
an urgent basis.” 

It also calls for the secretary- 
general to draw on staff already 
in the area. 

According to the diplomats, 
be told council members be 
would ask Giorgio Giacomelli, 
the Vienna-based head of the 
U.N. Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees (UN- 
RWA). to request members of 
his 2 ,300- person staff to file re- 
ports on the situation. 

* In addition he said he wanted 
countries who bad consulates in 
Jerusalem to assist in the moni- 
toring process. 

Israel’s immediate reaction to 
his plans was not known but it 
has rejected any action taken by 
the Security Council in the past 
as an interference in its internal 


affairs. 

The United States has raised 
objections to altering the man- 
date of any of the U.N. opera- 
tions in Israel or the occupied 
territories. 

In addition to UNRWA, the 
U.N. Supervision Organisation 
(UNTSO) has 291 military 
observers monitoring some of 
Israel's ceasfire lines. 

“American diplomas are not 
entirely happy but they were 
more worried about UNTSO 
getting involved that the relief 
agency," said one council 
source. 

The secretary-general did not 
give a date for a planned visit by 
his aide, Jean -Claude Aime of 
Haiti. Israel has said it would let 
him visit . 

The resolution also asked the 
secretary-general to explore the- 
possibility of a meeting of all the 
countries who signed the 1949 
Fourth Geneva Convention to 
help secure Israel’s compliance 
with provisions of that treaty. 

The convention, an interna- 
tional treaty, governs the treat- 
ment of civilians in time of war 
and bans collective punishment 
and expulsions, measures that 
Israel, itself a signatory, has 
taken on the West Bank in re- 
sponse to resistance. 


KGB chief reports 
subversion, sabotage 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
head of the KGB security police 
Saturday told parliament, debat- 
ing new powers for President 
Mikhail Gorbachev to avert 
chaos, that the Soviet Union 
faced subversion and economic 
sabotage. 

Vladimir Kryuchkov told the 
Congress of People's Deputies ' 
that foreign intelligence services 
were trying to derail ' the eco- 
nomy and exploit serious ethnic 
divisions which he said could 
tear the country apart. 

“The (foreign) special ser- 
vices, together with foreign anti- 
Soviet centres, have worked out 

new forms and methods of their 
activities inside the Soviet Un- 
ion,” he told 2,000 deputies in- 
side the Kremlin Palace of Con- 
gresses. 

These activities, he said, fo- 
cused on the country’s “political 
situation, our defence and scien- 
tific potential and the size of our 
reserves of strategic resources, 
fuel, food and foreign curren- 
cy.” 

The old-style tone of Kryuch- 
kov’s address to a parliament 
still reeling from the resignation 
this week of Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze bad until 
recently virtually disappeared ‘ 
from view under Gorbachev’s 
perestroika reforms. 

Shevardnadze's resignation 
was die subject of meetings and 
emotional debates for the last 
two days. But deputies on Satur- 
day turned their attention to a 
proposed constitutional amend- 
ments and a proposed union 
treaty stating the conditions 
under which the republics would 
remain part of the nation. 


Gorbachev has asked for 
direct presidential control over 
new executive bodies that would - 
replace the current council of 
minister, or cabinet. He has said 
the new powers are necessary to 
hold the country together while 
be implements economic reform 
amidst widening corruption and 
black-marketeering. 

Kryuchkov, in his speech, 
echoed Gorbachev's concerns 
and said the KGB needed more 
support and authority to combat 
economic sabotage. He said 
nationalists have assembled 
26,000 armed fighters in the 
Soviet republics of Estonia, Lat- 
via, Armenia and Georgia. 

All 15 Soviet republics have 
declared sovereignty in some 
form from the Kremlin. 

In saying the country should 
be prepared for bloodshed, 
Kryuchkov referred to ethnic 
violence this year in Moldavia, 
Georgia and Armenia and 
asked, “Isn’t there bloodshed 
already?” 

Boris Yeltsin, the widely 
popular reformist president of 
the Russian Federation, said he 
was unimpressed by Kryuch- 
kov's speech, and said it broke 
no new ground. 

“Yes, there is sabotage, yet 
there is corruption,” be said. 
“We have heard all this before.” 

A representative of the separ- 
ationist Lithuanian government, 
attending but not participating in 
tiie congress, accused Kryuch- 
kov of using scare tactics that 
have foiled before. 

“If he is speaking about 
bloodshed, then it will be him 
who causes it,” said Algis 
Cekoulis. 


Benjedid sees room for 
peaceful Gulf solution 


PARIS (Agencies) — Algerian 
President Chadli Benjedid said 
Saturday that he believes there is 
still a chance to avert war in the 
Gulf. 

“The chances of an Arab or 
even international solution to 
avoid war still exist,” Benjedid 
said after meeting with French 
President Francois Mitterrand. 

Earlier this week Benjedid 
finis hed a tour of several Middle 
East countries searching for a 
solution to the conflict brought 
on by Irag's invasion of Kuwait. 

He issued an appeal after 
meeting with Mitterrand “to all 
countries... to contribute 
together towards a peaceful 
solution instead of a war. tbe 
consequences of which would be 
catastrophic." 

Benjedid and Mitterrand cal- 
led on their respective foreign 
ministers, Sid Ahmmad Ghozali 
and Roland Dumas, to work “in 
tight concert in the coming 
weeks” towards a peaceful re- 
solution, said presidential 
spokesman Hubert Vedrine. 

The United Nations has au- 
thorised the use of force after 
Jan. 15 if Iraq does not withdraw 
its troops from Kuwait. 

Besides the Gulf crisis, tbe 
two leaders also discussed their 
relations with Syria and Leba- 
non, as well as Chad, where a 
coup late last month ousted for- 
mer President Hissene Habre. 

Benjedid is to visit Spain Sun- 
day. 

“It is the responsibility of all 
men of good will, not only in 
Arab or European countries.... 
to contribute together to rein- 
force and help find a peaceful 
solution instead of beading to- 


wards an explosion in the area,” 
Benjedid said in Paris. 

He arrived in Paris from 
Rome where his foreign minister 
said Iraq was willing to com- 
promise to aveit war in the Gulf, 
but would not accept a solution 
that sullied its honour. 

■ Benjedid gave no details of his 
more than three-hour meeting 
with Mitterrand but told repor- 
ters that war in the Gulf “would 
be a catastrophe, not only for 
countries in the region bnt also 
internationally.” 

Benjedid was quoted as telling 
Italian leaders Friday that Iraq 
would be willing to make conces- 
sions on Kuwait as long as it 
received guarantees it would not 
be attacked after any withdraw- 
al. 

Italian Premier Giulio 
Andreotti said Saturday he 
doesn’t rule out negotiated bor- 
der changes between Iraq and 
Kuwait but that Iraq must first 
withdraw all its troops. 

Replying to questions at his 
yearend news conference, 
Andreotti affirmed that Italy 
and its European Community 
(EC) partners would not accept 
a partial evacuation as a gesture 
of goodwill by Iraq. 

However, be added that bor- 
ders — as provided in the Hel- 
sinki agreement for Europe — 
can be altered by negotiations. 

“But first, there must be re- 
spect for the United Nations 
position which provides for total 
withdrawal. It (Kuwait) cannot 
be liberated partially,” he said. 

Andreotti, who met with Ben- 
jedid on Friday, said he still 

(Contained on page 5) 


Main rightist groups 
refuse to join Karami 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
main Christian groups said 
Saturday they would not join a 
proposed national unity govern- 
ment charged with ending 15 
years of civil war if the majority 
of its members were pro-Syrian. 

Hie step threatened to torpe- 
do efforts by newly-appointed 
Prime Minister Omar Karami to 
bring the rival heads of the 
miftaas that tore Lebanon apart 
into a reconciliation cabinet. 

Under an Arab-brokered and 
internationally-backed peace 
plan for Lebanon, a new cabinet 
is supposed to disband by March 
all of the country's private 
armies and establish strong rela- 
tions with Syria, which has some 
40,000 troops in Lebanon. 

“If a national reconciliation 
government is not formed by tbe 
end of this year then the country 
will be faring a real problem... a 
government crisis will be a set- 
back in the peace march of the 
country,” a senior government 
official said. 

The 10 ,000-strong Christian 
'Lebanese Forces (LF) militia 
said it would not take part in an 
enlarged government headed by 
Karami, who was appointed on 
Thursday. 

Political sources said Karami 
was planned to form a 30- 

WJhhfr rahmrt that xurmM in- 


clude the warlords of Christian 
and Muslim militias as well as 
parliamentarians and other lead- 
ers. 

“Tbe Christians should them- 
selves nominate their own repre- 
sentatives... an imbalance in tbe 
government will cany the seeds 
of another explosion.” said a 
spokesman for the hardline LF 
group, a longtime opponent of 
Syrian influence in Lebanon. 

Tbe LF said such a cabinet 
would be dominated by pro- 
Syrian factions including its 
Christian rivals. 

George Saadeh, the leader of 
the right-wing Falange Party, 
said his faction would not join a 
broadened government 

“We will not be confronted by 
a de facto government,” said 
Saadeh. 

The pro-Iranian Hizbollafa 
(Party of God) said earlier this 
week it would not take part in 
the cabinet because “it does not 
address the essence of the prob- 
lem in the country.” 

“The Progressive Socialist 
Party (PSP), led by Walid Junb- 
iatt, has- said such a cabinet 
would be “untidy." 

Thousands of troops took over 
militia-ran areas of Beirut ear- 
lier this month and united a 
divided capital for the first time 
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Fahd rejects talk of oil 
wealth , says Saudis needy 


RIYADH (API — King Fahd 
was quoted Saturday as rejecting 
charges that the oil-rich Arab 
countries need to spread more of 
their wealth bevond their bor- 
tiers. 

The Saudi monarch said he 
wondered why such calls to re- 
distribute wealth were not heard 
from the richer countries some 
decades ago when Saudi Arabia 
was a nation of paupers. 

He also said that Saudi Ara- 
bia. even though the world's 
largest oil-exporting nation, still 
needed to amass petroleum re- 
venue for 15 to 20 years more to 
complete massive development 
projects started when the oil 
wealth surfaced. 

"It is nothing new for the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to hear 
the words ‘distribution of 
wealth' behind which are many 
objectives but certainly none to 
benefit the Muslim.” said Fahd 
in statements made while on a 
tour Friday of the holy city of 
Medina. The official Saudi Press 
Agency carried the statements 
overnight. 

"But we wish to direct one 
question. Where were these 
making the call the days when 
these lands had no livelihood? 
Where were they when our 
fathers and forefathers were 
dying of hunger, those finding a 
dale or some milk feeling they 
owned the world?” the king 
went on. 

“Where is that world which 
today says the wealth must be 
distributed and where was that 
world when our lands were de- 
sen and bare trees?” 

Fahd did not name any coun- 
try or leader involved in the 
charges but appeared to have at 
least Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein in mind. "Many who 
are spreading that talk nowadays 
are those who were rich from old 
times, why then did they not 

note our conditions and sav we 

* 

have brothers on the peninsula 
in the desert who have nothing 
but trees and stones on which to 


survive?” 


Iraq, home of one of the 
world's oldest civilisations in 


Mesopotamia, is located at the 
northern tip of the Arabian 
Peninsula. 

Among the reasons precipita- 
ting Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait were its demand for 
funds from Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia to help rehabilitate the 
Iraqi economy afteT the batter- 
ing it received in the war with 
Iran. 

Fahd said that when oil was 
struck in Saudi Arabia, the 
wealth did not go waste: “It was 
spent on the homeland and the 
Saudi citizen ro bring him ro a 
good standard and we still need 
longer time and more funds.” 

The country was vast and “no 

one can say we have fulfilled our 
duty completely. We need 
tremendous amounts to com- 
plete over 10 or 15... or 20... 
years what remains in terms of 
roads, electricity, telephones, 
universities, schools and other 
aspects of life." 

Added Fahd: “How can some- 
one then say the kingdom has 
wealth which it does not know 
how to spend... those who want 
to come and see for themselves 
whether we are in need or not 
are welcome, and we affirm to 
them that we are needy.” 

He also stressed that Saudi 
Arabia has “fulfilled its duty" to 
Arab and Islamic countries in 
Asia and Africa but will not say 
how much until forced to do so. 
He estimated the world's Islamic 
population at present at 1.3 bil- 
lion, 300,000 more than the com- 
monly cited figure. 

Oil wealth, the king further 
noted, was subject to ups and 
downs depending on prices. 

He also said it was not correct 
to say the kingdom was reaping 
price of $35-£40 per barrel for 
the oil it has been selling since 
the Gulf crisis erupted and 
brought a shortfall of one million 
barrels per day of Kuwaiti and 
Iraqi crude oil to the market. 

“The kingdom's sale of light 
crude oil at record level sold for 
£26, and the heavier is as low as 
£15” a barrel, he said. The S40 
figure, attained during the first 
two months of the crisis, was for 


the actively traded U.S. and 
North Sea crude oils. 

Saudi Arabia is making huge 
oil profits from the Gulf crisis 
and should pay the full cost of 
the U.S. military operation 
there, two U.S. senators said. 

“Saudi Arabia is reaping a 
windfall profit of £52 billion on 
an annual basis because of the 
oil price increase since early 
August. The Saudis easily can 
afford to pay the foil cost for our 
defence of their territory.” Sena- 
tor Larry Pressler, a South 
Dakota Republican, said at a 
news conference with Alfonse 
D* Amato, a New York Republi- 
can. 

“While the U.S. is protecting 
Saudi Arabia, the Saudis are 
fattening their own pocket- 
books/' D’Amato said. “If not 
for the United States, Saudi 
Arabia would have become the 
20th province of Iraq.” 

D’ Amato and Pressler said 
they would introduce a Senate 
resolution calling on President 
George Bush to seek full pay- 
ment from Saudi Arabia when 
Cogress reconvenes on Jan. 3. A 
similar resolution will be intro- 
duced in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

They said Bush and other 
U.S. officials had been timid in 
seeking more support from 
Saudi Arabia. 

The senators said the cost of 
the U.S. military operation, 
known as Operation Desert 
Shield, was estimated at S30 
billion over a full year. They said 
Saudi Arabia bad contributed 
about £1 billion so far to the 
U.S. effort. 

The United States has sent 
about 280,000 troops to Saudi 
Arabia and the Gulf region, 
along with ships, aircraft, tanks- 
and other equipment and plans 
to increase its force to about 
430,000. 

D'Amato gave a letter seeking 
more support from Saudi Arabia 
to Saudi Ambassador Bandar 
Ben Sultan Thursday. He said 
Bandar understood the senators’ 
position but could not make any 
commitments. 


Aspin advocates sanctions with 
6 credible threat’ against Iraq 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
“Relying on sanctions is not the 
answer” to Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait, says U.S. House of 
Representatives Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Les 
Aspin. He believes the best 
chance for a peaceful settlement 
of the Gulf crisis is a diplomatic 
effort backed up by “the credi- 
ble threat” of military force. 

During a speech at the Centre 
for Strategic and • International 
Studies (CSIS) here Friday, 
Aspin noted that while the sanc- 
tions “are working superbly... to 
an unprecedented degree,” the 
question of whether they can 
work politically "is more prob- 
lematical.” 

Aspin. whose committee re- 
cently held a series of hearings 
dealing with the Gulf crisis, said 
the international unity required 
to maintain the sanctions is like- 
ly to fracture before the embar- 
go is able to force Iraq to with- 
draw- from Kuwait. 

“Keeping up the requisite 
political, military and psycholo- 
gical pressure is a major stumb- 
ling block.” he said. “Can wc 
keep the alliance together and 
focused — especially focused — 
long enough for the sanctions to 
work politically? I judge the 
probabilitv of that to be verv 
low,” Aspin said. 

The lawmaker added that 


although the sanctions are 
seriously affecting the Iraqi civi- 
lian population, their continua- 
tion will not necessarily translate 
into action on the part of Bagh- 
dad. “Pain to the Iraqi people is 
not the same thing as pain to 
Saddam Hussein.” he said. 

Regarding President Bush's 
decision to initiate high-level 
contacts with Iraq, Aspin said 
the announcement “raised the 
possibility of a diplomatic solu- 
tion to the crisis.” He added that 
negotiations could focus on 
issues beyond Iraqi compliance 
with the resolutions passed by 
the United Nations. 

Aspin suggested that the Un- 
ited States “might... agree to a 
peace conference to discuss the 
Israeli- Arab- Palestinian issue. 
Or we might agree, as we 
already have, to negotiations be- 
tween Iraq and Kuwait about the 
border after an Iraqi withdraw- 
al.” 

“Some will not be happy with 
this conclusion.” he said, “but I 
believe the test of a diplomatic 
solution is the extent of the 
compliance with the U.N. re- 
solutions. A complete withdraw- 
al by Saddam Hussein from 
Kuwait will be a victory, almost 
regardless of what else is agreed 
upon around the edges. A par- 
tial withdrawal, of course, is 
only a partial victory." 


Aspin stressed that the “di- 
plomatic option" would have to 
be supplemented with measures 
such as stricter controls on nuc- 
lear technology, an embargo on 
certain military items and “a 
continued multinational armed 
force in Kuwait.” 

■ 

Aspin also made dear that he 
was not advocating ’ ‘linkage” of 
the Gulf crisis and the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. Indeed, during 
the question -arid-answer period 
immediately following his 
speech. Aspin rejected the sug- 
gestion made by Iraqi Ambassa- 
dor Mohamed Ai Masha t. that 
Washington ought to push for a 
U.N. resolution “protecting the 
Palestinians/' 

Aspin noted that both Saddam 
and Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat have tried to link the 
two issues . but added tha: rhere 
is “no chance” of Washington’s 
doing so. 

He told the Iraqi ambassador, 
who was present at the CSIS 
forum, that after resolution of 
• the current crisis, “then clearly 
wc ought to try and deal with the 
Israel-Arab-Palestinian crisis. 
So. if you are concerned about 
getting that moving. I would 
suggest that if you pull out of 
Kuwait, we can get started on it 
a lot sooner.” 


300 face 

charges in 

Morocco riots 


RABAT (R) — More than 300 
people have been charged in 
four Moroccan cities for their 
part in riots a week ago and most 
of them will stand trial next 
week, defence lawyers said 
Saturday. 

A group of 39 were jailed 
Friday for between three and 
five months each by a court in 
the northern town of Tangier. 

Three people were acquitted. 

■ 

The trial of another group of 
41 was adjourned until Monday. 
.They are charged with staging an ' 
illegal demonstration, disobedi- 
ence and breach of the peace in 
the Beni Makada slum suburb of 
Tangier Dec. 14. 

Similar charges have been 
brought against groups of 66 in 
Kenitra, 34 in Rabat, and two 
groups of 52 and 70 each in Fez. 
All are due to stand trial next 
week. 

Officials have denied a French 
radio report that people de- 
tained in Fez were beaten or 
tortured. 

The accused are being de- 
fended by dozens of lawyers 
retained by opposition parties, 
the bar and jurists associations, 
and three human rights groups. 

The authorities have not pub- 
lished any list of casualties in 
Tangier. 

An official statement said five 
people were killed and 127 were 
injured last weekend in the cen- 
tral Moroccan city of Fez where 
the worst riots occurred. 

Opposition sources have said 
between 10 and 15 people died 
in clashes between demonstra- 
tors and police in Tangier. 


Egyptian court begins 



SUEZ, Egypt (AF) — A three- 
officer military court Saturday 
gave lawyers an extra week to 
prepare a defence for a police 
conscript charged with killings 
four Israelis in a shooting ram- 
page across Egypt's Sinai border 
with the Jewish state. 

Mohammad Wagdi Al Lei thy, 
the court's president, ordered 
Ayman Mohammad Hassan, 22, 
held without bail until the pro- 
ceedings resume next Saturday. 

Hassan appeared relaxed and 
cheerful as his court-martial be- 
gan Saturday, standing in the 
defendant's cage flanked by two 
military policemen. 

During a recess, military 
policemen kissed him on the 
cheeks and gave him cigarettes 

and tea. One. armed with an 
automatic rifle and standing a 
post behind the judges’ table, 
shouted to colleagues at the cage 
to give Hassan his best regards. 

Hassan is being tried at 3rd 
army headquarters. 16 
kilometres west of Suez. The city 
is at the southern end of the Suez 
Canal 135 kilometres east of 
Cairo. 

After charges were read, in- 
cluding four counts of premedi- 
tated murder for the Nov. 25 
shootings in which 27 Israelis 
were wounded, the judges 
agreed to the postponement re- 
quest from defence attorneys. 
They argued they had had in- 
sufficient time to study docu- 
ments of the case. 

Brigadier AI Leithy rejected a 
defence request for bail. 

Hassan. guarded by two milk-* 
ary policemen, appeared relaxed 
and cheerful as he stood in the 
defendant's cage. He occasional- 
ly smiled or laughed as he chat- 


ted with his lawyers. 

But his mother was in tears as 
she walked to the cage and 
spoke with him. Other family 
members at the public hearing 
included his father and brother. 

The shooting occurred on 
Nov. 25. Israeli officials said a 
lone man wearing an Egyptian 
uniform sneaked into Israel and 
advanced about 300 metres to a 
point close to a desert highway. 
He lay in ambush until a bus and 
three military vehicles rolled by, 
when the man opened up with an 
automatic rifle. Four Israelis 
died and 27 were wounded. 

The Israelis said one of the 
ambushed men shot at the 
attacker as he fled back into 
Egypt, a bullet striking him in 

the head. 

Egyptian authorities then 
announced the arrest of Hassan, 
a plumber whose three-year con- 
scription was due to end next 
July. They said Hassan had a 
minor head injury. 

Cairo newspapers have re- 
ported that Hassan confessed to 
investigators that he bad shot up 
the Israeli vehicles. He asserted 
he had acted alone, the reports 
said. 

It was the second attack on 
Israelis by Egyptian policemen 
guarding the Sinai border since 
the two countries signed a treaty 
in 1979. 

In 1985, Suleiman Khater 
fatally shot seven Israelis. A 
military court in Suez sentenced 
him to life imprisonment at bard 
labour. Shortly afterwards, au- 
thorities said Khater hanged 
himself in a Cairo prison cell. 

Under the treaty, only police 
can be stationed on Egyptian 
territory adjacent to the frontier. 


Sisco and Ball differ over 
best approach to Gulf crisis 


WASHINGTON (USIS) — Joe 
Sisco, a former U.S. under- 
secretary of state, believes the 
key to dealing with the crisis is 
the real threat of military retalia- 
tion. 

He expressed his views during 
testimony Friday before the 
House of Representatives 
Armed Services Committee. 
The panel also heard from for- 
mer Under Secretary of State 
and Ambassador to the United 
Nations George Ball, and for- 
mer State Department counselor 
Helmut Sonnenfeldt. 

Sisco dismissed the proposi- 
tion that a successful sanctions 
policy alone can force Iraq to 
withdraw and restore the legiti- 
mate government of Kuwait. 

“Proponents of sanctions,” he 
said, “don't make the connec- 
tion between the effect of the 
sanctions and the political deci- 
sion of Iraq to withdraw from 
Kuwait.” 

According to Sisco, “what is 
involved here is the survival of 
Saddam Hussein... (and) I don't 
think the sanctions will convince 
him” to comply with the United 
Nations resolutions passed in the 
wake of the invasion. “I think 
he’ll only move... when the pis- 
tol is at his temple... is cocked, 
and he feels a little pressure on 
the temple.” 

He pointed out that one diffi- 
culty associated with relying 
solely on sanctions is that they 
might not affect desired areas' 
Most of the burden of the sanc- 
tions is expected to fall on the 
Iraqi people rather than on the 
miiitaiy. and “there is no feasi- 
ble way in which the added 
sacrifices of the people of Iraq... 
can be translated into action 
internally againt Saddam Hus- 
sein.” Sisco argued. 

Sisco seemed reasonblv opti- 


mistic about the prospects for a 
diplomatic solution to the Gulf 
crisis but stressed that “if di- 
plomacy achieves a satisfactory 
result/’ it will have been because 
“force has been marshalled 
overwhelmingly, with both de- 
fensive and offensive capacity.” 

Since such an outcome would 
not diminish Iraq’s military 
capacity. Sisco said there would 
be a need for some kind of 
continued U.S. military pre- 
sence in Saudi Arabia, a U.N. 
presence in Kuwait, an on-going 
naval flotilla in the Gulf, and 
continued restrictions on trans- 
fers of arms and technology. 

The former official offered 
strong words of support for the 
administration’s current policy, 
calling it “a classic example and 
orchestration of sanctions, milit- 
ary force, and diplomacy, not as 
alternatives, but as com- 
plementary and mutually sup- 
porting within the framework of 
an unprecedented international 
coalition.” 

In sharp contrast, George Ball 
told the House panel that the 
additional troop deployment 
announced in early November 
by President Bush had “effec- 
tively deprived us of the chance 
to test the efficacy of economic 
sanctions.” 

Ball said the deployment — 
which is expected to double the 
number of U.S. troops in the 
Gulf region — reflects "a rever- 
sal in the president's earlier 
thinking/' and “illustrates more 
than ever the administration's 
mistake in not at the outset 
creating a true United Nations 
flag as we had done in the 
Korean War.” 

He suggested that recent 
changes in administration policy 
had heightened the possibility of 


war in the near future, with 
disastrous effects. “To attack 
early iu 1991 would, in tactical 
terms, be premature, it would toss 
away the advantage that the 
enemy was being progressively 
weakened through the erosion of 
sanctions." Ball said. 

Maintaining the sanctions 
would steadily erode Iraq's milit- 
ary readiness — "both in terms of 
equipment and morale. “From a 
strictly military point of view,” 
he asked, “would it not be easier 
to attack an enemy with its 
strength depleted by months of 
sanctions than one at the height 
of its powers?" 

He added that recent state- 
ments made by President Bush 
have severely restricted open- 
ings for a diplomatic solution to 
the crisis. Ball told the commit- 
tee: “In order to make sure that 
no bargaining door is opened 
even the slightest crack, the 
president has rejected diplomacy 
and effectively ruled out any 
solution short of capitulation. 
There is, he maintains, nothing 
to negotiate between the United 
States and Iraq." 

Taking issue with Ball's testi- 
mony, Helmut Sonnenfeldt said 
the administratioin should not 
be read “as having dimissed the 
role of diplomacy," in the crisis. 

He pointed oat that Washing- 
ton undertook a major deploy- 
ment of forces in the southeast- 
ern part of the United States 
during the Cuban missile crisis, 
and had threatened retaliation 
against the Soviets after Moscow 
threatened to attack Britain and 
France during the crisis over the 
Suez Canal. 

“The fact of the matter," Son- 
nenfeldt said, “is that we know 
very little about what sanctions 
can do.” 


ii 


Iraqi children form peace camp 

BAGHDAD (R) — Hundreds of *** f^/ peace 

amp” opposite the U.S. embassy in Bagbdad.on Saturday » 
denounce Bade sanctions they said were depnvmg diem of milk and 
medicine. Six-year-old Sally Zuhra delivered a speech m Engbshto 
embassy staff saying a U.N. trade embargo prevented 
thousands of children getting milk or medicuw. The children, 
representing hundreds of schools, set up makeshift tenut and waved- 
placards and flags. The trade embargo, imposed alter Iraq invaded 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, excludes items such as food and drugs butlraq 
says it has caused shortages, especially of baby food, which have 
killed more than 2,000 children. 

Indian leader pleadsJor Gulf talks 

NEW DELHI (R) — Indian Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar said 
Saturday a war in the Gulf would be disastrous and should be 
averted by negotiations. He criticised Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein for his attitude to talks offered by the United States. 
"President Saddam Hussein should have responded more favour, 
ably to the initiative by President (George) Bush for a negotiated 
settlement of the problem,” Shekhar told a. news conference, 
Baghdad has said it wants talks offered by Washington to take place 
on Jan. 12 just three days before a deadline set by the Urated 
Nations for a complete Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait. Washington 
wants the talks to take palce well before the deadline. “War will be 
a disaster/ 1 Shekhar said. The threat of war between Iraq and 
U.S.-led forces in the Gulf now appeared “quite serious,”- he said. 
India has been hurt economically by the Gulf crisis, losing hundreds 
of millions of dollars in trade and m money sent home by workers in 
Iraq and Kuwait. 

Bonn: No troops to Gulf 

BONN (R) — A newsaper report Saturday that 15,000 German 
soldiers will be sent to the Gulf after Christmas was dismissed as 
nonsense by the Defence Ministry. “It is complete rubbish, a 
ministry spokesman said. Berlin's Junge Welt, once the newspaper 
of the East German communist youth movement, quoted officers- 
firom the Bundeswehr Ost — the army wing formed from the old 
East German armed forces — as saying 3,000 of the men would ; 
come from the east. The report, quoted by the German ADN news 
agency, said Bonn would send the troops soon after Christmas after 
pressure from the United States. The German constitution forbids 
sending troops outside the NATO area but Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl has said he would like to change this. 

Iranians celebrate winter solstice 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranians celebrate the winter solstice-s? 
tradional style, Tehran Television reported. The broadcast sbenred 
hordes of shoppers buying watermelons and dried fruits, traditional 
foods eaten on the longest night of the winter. “We haven’t planq|d 
anything special, but of course we have bought some watermelon? 
and dried fruit to eat together with the family," a ntiddle-agolj , 
woman told the television reporter. A moustachioed gentleman 
said, “We will sit together with family elders, talk a little, laugh a 
little and eat a little into the wee boors of the night. "According to 
ancient Iranian custom, families gather together and stay up the 
whole night, often toasting their feet and legs under a very large 
blanket thrown over a coal heater called a “korsi." Family 
members each open a page at random from the poems of Hafez, 
and ancient poet who is considered an oracle. Each poem is read 
aloud, and then interpreted by a family elder. The winter solstice 
falls on Dec. 21 or 22 in the northern Hemisphere, the Time when 
the sun i$ farthest south of the equator. 

U.S. envoy meets Aoun .. .’. , " 

BEIRUT- (R) — U.S. Ambassador to Lebanon Rayah Crocker has 
met ousted rebel General Michel' Aoun at the French embassy 
where he lives as a refugee, government sources said Saturday. It 
was the first known meeting between Aoun and foreign or 
Lebanese officials since his ouster by Syrian troops on Oct. 13. The 
sources said the meeting took place this week. Crocker presented 
his credentials to President Elias Hrawi last month, more than a 
year after U.S. diplomats were evacuated by helicopters and the 
embassy closed following protests by Aoun’s supporters. Aoun had 
attacked Washington for not backing him in an unsuccessful 
six-month “war of liberation” he waged in 1989 to expel Syria's 
40,000 troops. Aoun, appointed in 1988 by former President Amin 
Gemayel as head of a military interim government, refused to 
recognise Hrawi and an Arab-brokered peace pact for Lebanon. 
Hrawi’s government has asked Paris to hand over the general for 
trial as a war criminal but France insists on granting him asylum. 

Tremor hits Iranian town . 

■ 

NICOSIA (R) — .A tremor Saturday shook the Caspian town of 
Roudbar, devastated by Iran’s worst recorded earthquake which 
killed 35,000 people in June. The national news agency IRNA said 
panic-stricken residents rushed into the streets after the latest 
tremor. “No report is yet available on the intensity of the quake, 
probable casualties or material damage,” IRNA said in a report 
monitored in Nicosia. On Dec. 17, a powerful earthquake rocked 
the coastal province of Busbehr in southern Iran, injuring at least 
25 people. 

Algerian lawyers resume work 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian lawyers went back to work Saturday 
after a one-week strike to protest at what they called a parliamen- 
tary threat to their professional rights. Members of parliamentary 
"threat have proposed amendments to a bill regulating the legal 
profession. The lawyers say the changes challenge the immunity of 
their offices. The head of the bar association. Ahmad Abecbe. said 
talks would continue to win over the members of parliament. He 
said die strike was suspended, rather than called off. 
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Ibn Sin* Hospital 

tkB ED: 

Princess Basma Hospital . 
Greek Catholic Hospital 
fbo Al Nafccs Hospital. .. . , 
AQABA: 

Pnnccss Haya Hospital ..., 


(091991071 
(09)98673 2 

(02)275555 

(0C)272275 

(02) 247100 

(03) 314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


77ns reformation is supplied by Royul 
JoRfaman (RJ) mformpoo depart- 
ment Ml the Queen Ala International 
Airport Tel mmzOQ-S. where k 
should a/wj vs 6c verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal 1) 

«WS Dofaa(RJ) 

IMO Jeddah (RJ) 

Wft* Cairo (RJ) 

IMS Ahu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Bahrain (IU) 

Cairo (RJ) 

17:45 Pans. Roiuc(RJ) 


17:45 


ft: 15 
1&45 
1 &S 5 


Madrid (RJ) 

New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

London (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Jeddah (SV) 

ft*-» Cairo (MS) 

ft J® Tripoli (LN) 

lfe J® - Dubai (EK) 

Frankfurt (LH) 

“ft* Beirut (ME) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal ( 1 ) 

ftdJQ Cairo (RJ) 

Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

IJijJ ***** > 

f™T Dhahran(Rj) 

Damascus (RJ) 


Larnaca (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

“S — Cairo (RJ) 

21:45 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (R7) 

2W5 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

2*30 Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 
^ft® — Jeddah. Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal ( 2 ) 

... Jeddah (SV) 



14:05 Cairo (MS) 

1430 Tripoli ILN> 

15=3® Dubai (EK) 

IfcOO — — Doha. Muscat (GF) 

20=25 Sanaa (LH) 


UppcnlotwCT price in fits per ip. 

Apple 650 / 500 

Banana 500/450 

Banana (Mukammar) ... 450 / 400 

Beans 400/ 350 

Cabbage 90 J 40 

Carrot ISO/ 140 

Caufiflcwer 150/100 

Gam 180/140 

Cucumbers (targe) 180/140 

Cucumbers (small) 380/330 

Dates 500/4® 

Eggpfam * 180 /HO 

Garlic 1400 / 10® 

Grapes J 550 / <50 

Lemon ......... — 200/1® 

Mallow iso 1 120 

Marrow (large) 100/ ® 

Marrow (small) ................ 220/ |N 

Onion (dry) 250/2® 

Onion (green) 180/1® 

Ofcra 600 / 5® 

Orange 400/2® 

Pepper (hot) I80/1« 

Pepper (swwt) 140/1® 


— D “till ■IMIIIIIIIIMMI TIT” “ — 

Pepper (hot) 180/140 

Pepper (sweet) 140/1® 

Potato 300/2® 

Radish 150/1® 

Sage ■ ..... ......... ,..■■■■ 550 / ® 

-Spanicb 130/ ® 

Tomatoes ............ 260 / 2 ® 
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Jordan, India to boost trade 


— Jof dan will 
purchase Indian goods worth $60 
nulhon annually in exchange for 

“J lcrea «‘'' India’s imports of 
?rtilisers, Phosphate 
and potash, according to an 
agreement reached between the 
two wdes during a visit to New 
t->elhi by a Jordanian economic 
delegation. 

Delegation leader Ibrahim 
Bad ran said, in a statement upon 
returning here Saturday at the 
end of the week-long visit and 
talks on promoting bilateral 
cooperation in trade and econo- 
mic fields, that talks were fo- 
cused on promoting bilateral 
cooperation in trade and econo- 
mic fields. 

“India will sell Jordan agri- 
cultural and industrial products 
and will offer contracting ser- 
vices to the Kingdom at interna- 
tional competitive prices, and 
has agreed to cooperate with 
Jordan to organise trade exhibi- 
tions for promoting the sale of 
national Jordanian and Indian 
products in New Delhi and Am- 
man," Badran said in his state- 
ment to the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra. 

He said that in return India 
would increase its imports of 
Jordanian phosphate from l.S 
million tonnes to 1.8 million 
annually, would buy 500,000 
tonnes of potash and would in- 
crease its imports of Jordanian 
fertilisers from 350,000 to 
450,000 tonnes annually. 

The two sides reviewed areas 
where they could launch joint 


ventures employing Jordanian 
raw materials and Indian exper- 
tise and markets, Badran, who is 
also Ministry of Industry and 
Trade's secretary-general, said. 

He said that the two sides had 
agreed to follow up the imple- 
mentation of a joint Jordanian- 
Indian project for the produc- 
tion of phosphate-based phos- 
phoric add at the rate of nearly 
200,000 tonnes annually. 

He said that the Indian gov- 
ernment had given its consent to 
set up the project in conjunction 
with Jordan and also agreed to 
purchase the add produced at 
the project's site near the Shi- 
dieh phosphate mine in southern 
Jordan. 

He said that the two sides 
would formally sign documents 
for the implementation of the 
project in February 1991. The 
two sides, be added, reviewed 
India's small- and medium-sized 
industries, and agreed that India 
should provide expertise to Jor- 
dan in these fields with the aim 
of encouraging local investors to 
set up national Jordanian indus- 
tries that would conform to the 
country’s needs under the pre- 
sent circumstances. 

Badran said that the two sides 
had also agreed to stimulate 
tourism and to sign a protocol on 
tourism at a later date. India, he 
added, has agreed to provide 
Jordan with expertise concern- 
ing education and vocational 
training related to the tourism 
industry. 



tific and technological fields and 
promoting bilateral coordination 
In studies concerning water sup- 
plies, the evnironment, pollution 
of air, soil and water as well ns 
the environment. 

According to the agreement, 
post-graduate students at the 
University of Jordan will be en- 
listed to help carry out joint 
projects conducted by the two 
institutions in water and en- 
vironment fields and in research 
related to them, and, they have 
access to the equipment avail- 
able at the RSS. 

University President 
Mahmoud A1 Samra and RSS 
President Hani A1 Mulki signed 
the agreement. 

■Meanwhile, Director of the 
RSS's Chemical Industries Depart 
menf Saeed Ailousb said in a state 
ment Saturday that regulations 
and precautionary measures 
adopted in Jordan for handling 
pesticides and manufacturing 
them were very satisfactory corn- 


related to production, borage 
and distribution of pesticides in 
the Kingdom. 

The study, conducted in con- 
junction with the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), will serve 
as a model for countries located 
in the eastern Mediterranean re- 
gion, Alloush said in his state- 
ment. 

He said that the study covered 
the use of pesticides in agricultu- 
ral, domestic and health fields. 
The study, he said, entailed 
visits to Jordanian homes, indust- 
rial businesses, factories, agri- 
cultural nurseries, and other 
places where pesticides are being 

used, stored and distributed. 

* ■ 

The Chemical Industries De- 
partment concerns itself with 
activities related to paints, fuels 
and lubricants, inorganic mate- 
rials, paper and cardboard, tex- 
tiles, leather, plastic and rubber, 
and offers advice to public and 
private sectors in these fields. 


New coupons to be 
issued for subsidised food 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Supply announced Saturday 
that it would issue new forms of 
coupons for Jordanian citizens 
entitling them to purchase rice, 
sugar and powdered milk at sub- 
sidised prices as of the beginning 
of the coming year. 

The ministry's Secretary 
General Radi Ibrahim said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, that citizens who 

still had coupons could not use 
them anymore. He said that the 
ministry had given the public 
sufficient time to benefit from 
the coupons and . had to stop 
their validity now to allow for 
administrative work concerning 
the issuing of new coupons be- 
cause it was the end of the 1990 
fiscal year. 

Holders of coupons are only 
Jordanian citizens and they were 
' issued to help them buy rice, 
sugar and milk at nearly half the 


price for which these commod- 
ities are sold to non-Jordanians. 

Ibrahim said that merchants 
holding the old coupons could 
present them to the Ministry of 
Supply from now and until next 
Thursday for reimbursement. 

According to Ibrahim, the 
new coupons, to be distributed 
in the coming year, can be 
obtained at S8 ministry- 
appointed centres in various re- 
gions of the country, and only 
those holding ration cards also 
obtained from the ministry 
based on the family registration 
'Books, can be issued new 
coupons. 

According to a statement by 
the Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh to Parliament last week, 
the government has allocated JD 
92.5 million to subsidise basic 
commodities for the coming 
year, up from JD 60 million in 
1990. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

IB1TI 

■fr Exhibition entitled ‘L’orient des cafes” at the French Cultural 


Art exhibition by Mukamun Haghondoqa at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

tSt Art exhibition by Hassan Jaial at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

FILM 

Feature entitled “The Hustler** at the American Cultural 

Centre — 7:00 p.m. 



cers ti 






Red Sea blockade 


KING VISITS PRIME MINISTRY: His 
Majesty King Hussein Saturday visited the Prime 
Ministry where he met with Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran in the presence of Chief of the 
Royal Court Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. King 
Hussein was briefed on the economic and financial 
situation in the Kingdom. His Majesty asked the 
government to look for new markets for the 
various Jordanian products and gave directives on 


several Issues of interest to the country and its 
citizens. The King also visited the Armed Forces 
General Command where he was received by 
Chief of Staff General Fathi Abn Taleb, his 
assistants, the commander of the Royal Air Force 
and the inspector general. The King held a 
meeting with Abn Taleb and discussed with him 
issues of interest to the Armed Forces. The 
meeting was attended by Ben Shaker. 


Education budget accounts for 
8 per cent of total fiscal budget 


University of Jordan President Mahmoud A1 Samra (second left) and 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) President Hani A1 Mulki (second right) 
Saturday sign a cooperation agreement (Petra photo) 

University of Jordan, RSS to 
cooperate in science, technology 

. AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal pared with otheT Arab countries <- 
■ Scientific Society (RSS) and the region., ^ 

Univeristy of Jordan Saturday Alloiish, ‘Who prepared thb " 
signed i an agreement, .paving the^^tudy. .on this subject; ' said -coni- r 
groiintTfor cooperation in scien- * trol was very strict on .natters 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Education’s annual budget 
accounts for nearly eight pier 
cent of the total fiscal budget for 
the country, and it spends near- 
ly six per cent of the Kingdom's 
gross national product on educa- 
tion at various levels, according 
to Minister of Education and 
Higher Education Mohammad 
Hamdan. 

Jordan along with other de- 
veloping nations of the world, 
has witnessed an increase of 
nearly 75 per cent expenditures 
on education compared with the 
advanced nations whose increase 
of education was estimated at 50 
per cent, the minister said in an 
address to the opening session of 
a symposium on “educational 
wastage and economics of 
education" which is being orga- 
nised here by the United Nations 
Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) in cooperation with the 
.Ministry of Education in Jordan. 
lil(: -Jhe 11 syTnposjuin».AtteDrfed by 
. 35: participants representing va- 
rious institutions- andtinq Minis- 
try of Education, would- be re- 
viewing working papers dealing 
with the subject of education 
economics which is being discus- 
sed for the first time in Jordan. 

The two-day symposium will 
also deal with the present educa- 
tional system in Jordan, wastage 


of effort in education, expendi- 
ture on education in schools and 
options for education invest- 
ments. 

The minister told the meeting 
that the second half of the pre- 
sent century had witnessed in- 
creasing concern over the uni- 
versalisation of basic educa- 
tion," but the last pan of the 
20th century necessitates 
rationalisation in expenditure 
which means examining ways to 
minimise wastage specially in 
view of the present economic 
recession.” 

“The resolutions of the Thai- 
land conference on ‘Education 
for AH' held in March 1990 
called for improving the quality 
of education and ensuring basic 
education for all children by the 
year 2000, and this calls for 
reducing spending in line with 
the available resources,” Ham- 
dan added. He said that the 
present symposium was ex- 
peered to serve tbegoals set. by 
.vthg'1987.dducati6ria] "conference 
field in ' Jordan which' called for 
creating a balance between 
available resources and popula- 
tion in the new educational sys- 
tem. 

UNESCO Director in Jordan 
Mohammad Kazem told the 
opening session that the Arab 
World was in real need for care- 


ful planning of educational eco- 
nomics. 

Arab countries spend an aver- 
age of 6.6 per cent of the gross 
national product on education, 
but this rate rises in some coun- 
tries like Algeria, Morocco, Ye- 
men and Libya to 25 per cent. 
Kasem, who underlined the im- 
portance of investment in educa- 
tion, said that a 60 per cent 
increase in gross national pro- 
duct in the United States proved 
to be due to an increase in 
investments in education. 

In the Arab World, Kazem 
said, the number of students will 
rise to 74 million by the year 
2000 compared to 45 million in 
1988. He cited a UNESCO study 
in the early 1970s which said that 
the Arab schools witness student 
drop out of 40 per cent in the 
primary stage, compared to 33 
per cent in 1990. 

A ministry official said in a 
statement- that studies" were 
. m being ;eonducted'onr. thfe^cosr of 
- ’ teaching 'an individual student at 
-the co second ary 

“ stages'ak wdl"as sflidtehts if the 
vocational training centres oper- 
ated by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. Vocational training, he 
added, will be among the topics 
to be reviewed by the working 
papers at the present sympo- 
sium. 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Amid reports that 
the Jordanian government and 
American authorities were 
trying to work out a formula to 
ease the U.S.-led naval blockade 
in the Red Sea, the enforcers of 
the siege appear to have stepped 
up inspection and interception of 
vessels headed for Aqaba. 

The latest interception was of 
a freighter carrying 255 contain- 
ers bound for Aqaba on Thurs- 
day. shipping sources said. 

The Red Sea Europe was 
boarded by officers of a Spanish 
warship who decided to select 
three containers for a random 
check, said the sources. 

“But the chosen containers 
happened to be located in the 
lower hold of the vessel, thus 
virtually making it impossible to 
have them up for inspection in 
the high seas," said one of the 
sources. 

“Subsequently, the ship re- 
turned to Port Suez and is now 
unloading quite a good number 
of containers so as to make the 
three accessible for inspection,” 
added the source. 

According to the source, one 
of the containers is carrying used 
clothes, while the second one 
contains loose general cargo for 
several Jordanian importers and 
the third is loaded with harmless 
chemicals. The ship is scheduled 
to arrive outside the Gulf of 
Aqaba, late Saturday, according 
to the vessel’s agents. 

“The entire process of inspec- 
tion, has taken a bizarre turn,” 
said a Jordanian importer. “We 
were hoping that there would be 
a change in the situation after 
the visit to Amman of the U-S. 
assistant defence secretary and 
assurances that the blockade 
would be eased, but it now 
appears that the siege is being 
tightened.” 

The American official, Henry 
Rowe ns, was in Amman earlier 
this month and one of the key 
themes for his discussions here 
was the situation at Aqaba. It 
was reported that he bad assured 
Jordanian businessmen that the 
blockade applied only to Iraq- 
bound cargo and goods destined 

se<CjrJ4Jr JiJL ■JsjjK.AJB.J 


M- senior American source 
said Rowens as “very impress- 
ed” by the views expressed by 
Jordanian businessmen during a 
meeting with him. “But 
bureaucracy takes its course,” 
said the official referring to 
Jordanian complaints over the 
interception of ships and subse- 


Seminar held on 
handicap detection 


House holds 1 2th session 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The institute 
for Child Health and Develop- 
ment Sunday opens, a two-day 
seminar on the prevention and 
early detection of handicaps in 
preschool children. 

The seminar aims to inform 
professionals in the health field 
and people working in the area 
of mother and child care, about 
the nature of the work at the 
institute, and new advances in 
the field of the prevention and 
early detection of handicaps in 
preschool children. 

The Institute for Child Health 
and Development is a joint 
Jordanian-Swedish project being 
implemented by the Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation and the 
Swedish Save the Children 
(Radda Barnen). 

This seminar is the first in a 


series that aims at increasing the 
awareness of professionals in- 
volved in mother and child care 
services about the early signs of 
problems in children's central 
nervous systems. 

The seminar will include pre- 
sentations on early screening of 
problems that could affect fetal 
development, and detection of 
cerebral palsy in children in their 
first year, as well as precautions to 
take in order to avoid diseases 
that may lead to the damaging of 
.the central nervous system. , 

Attending the seminar will be 
representatives from the Minis- 
try of Health, UNICEF, UN- 
RWA, the Cerebral Palsy 
Foundation, King Hussein 
Medical City, and the Institute 
for Child Health and Develop- 
ment (CHD). 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parliament Sunday 
holds its 12th session in the 
presence of the Cabinet to hear 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan A1 
Qasem’s reply to a query by 
Deputy Ahmad Abbadi about 
the Foreign Ministry’s recent in- 
ternal changes. 

The deputy had requested that 
the minister provide the House 
with a briefing on the recent 
transfers among ministry offi- 
cials and on those retired. 

Hie House will also review 
other matters raised by the pub- 
lic and a request by Deputy Fuad 
Khalafat about the Audit 
Bureau work and its relations 
with the other government de- 
partments. 


The House is also expected to 
hear a set of recommendations 
from the Palestine Committee 
concerning the status of the resi- 
dents of the occupied Gaza Strip 
in Jordan and a report by-Mmis- 
ter of Agriculture Suleiman Ara- 
biyat about agricultural loans to 
farmers. 

The House's various commit- 
tees are meanwhile continuing 
side-meetings whose results will 
be referred to the House at a 
later date. 

The Financial Committee at 
the Upper House of Parliament 
has meanwhile held a session 
during which its members re- 
viewed the country’s 1991 fiscal 
budget, referred to it by the 
Lowr House which endorsed it 
last Wednesday. 


National charter finalised Monday 


Khreisat takes over 
Sawt Al Shaab 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Sawt Al 
Shaab Arabic daily will have a 
new chief editor to succeed Sul- 
tan Al Hattab who now works 
for Al Ra'i Arabic daily as a 
columnist. 

The new chief editor of Sawt 
Ai Shaab is Hashem Khreisat, 
president of the Jordan Press 
Association and director of the 
editorial staff at Al Ra'i Arabic 
daily. 

Khreisat, elected Jordan Press 
Association president in March 
1988, is expected to take up bis 
new post by January 1, 1990, 
according to a decision taken by 
the Sawt Al Shaab board of 
directors. 

Khreisat has worked for Al 
Ra’i Arabic daily for the past 18 
years before accepting the new 
post after months of pressure. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The gener- 
al commission entrusted with 
preparing a national charter will 
hold a meeting Monday to en- 
dorse the charter's final version. 

Commission Chairman 
Ahmad Obeidat said that the 
various aspects of the charter 
had already been discussed in 
full and the Monday meeting 
was Only a formality for official 


endorsement. 

For the time being, Obeidat 
said, the commission's secretari- 
at is putting the finishing 

touches to the final formula. 

■ 

• 

He expressed hope that the 
general secretariat would be 
able to distribute copies of the 
charter to all members before 
Monday’s session. 
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sea 


quent difficulties posed by the 
naval blockade in the Red Sea. 

Other American sources 
argue that the naval fleet in the 
Red Sea is under the control of 
the Defence Department and 
the State Department had only 
limited control of its move- 
ments. 

“Both departments are doing 
their job and there is no con- 
certed campaign to choke off 
Jordanian imports,” said a 
source. 

Bnt the argument is easily 
rejected by Jordanian business- 
men. 

“The interceptions have been 
going on for too long for the 
Defence Department or any 
other American authority not to 
realise that the embargo is hurt- 
ing Jordan more than Iraq,” said 
a prominent importer. 

“As far as one could see, the 
ulterior motive is to pressure 
Jordan in every form and man- 
ner possible, and no one is going 
to accept this nonsense about 
lack of coordination between the 
various American authorities,” 
he added. . . 

. The embargo was ordered by 
the U.N. Security Council in 
early August, a few days after 
the Aug. 2 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, m a bid to pressure Iraq 
into withdrawing its forces from 
the emirate. 

But caught in the middle are 
Jordanian importers who face 
the prospect of protracted delays 
in shipments as a result of ships 
staying away from Aqaba, high- 
er transport costs involved in 
getting diverted shipments from 
other ports in the Red Sea and 
the Suez Canal, and higher in- 
surance costs. 

According to informed 
sources, Jordan and the U.S. 
were trying to figure out a way to 
ensure that Jordan-bound goods 
were not intercepted by the en- 
forcers of the embargo. This 
process involves prior notifica- 
tion to ' the American navy of 
details of goods coming to Jor- 
dan such as the importers’ name 
or the purpose for which the 
goods would be used. 

“More than anything else, the 
Americans are seeking indi- 
vidual Jordanian government 
guarantees forjeadj cp 

or used in' any in 
would cater to the Iraqis.” said a 
source. 

“The Americans have com- 
piled a list of Jordanian impor- 
ters who have been doing busi- 
ness with Iraq (prior to the 
imposition of the trade sanc- 
tions)," said the source. 

“The American warships rrr 
the Red Sea have a copy of this 
list, and every consignment des- 
tined for any of the importers 
included in the list automatically 
becomes suspect and inter- 
cepted,” the source told the Jor- 
dan Times, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 


Shipping sources and dealing 
agents confirmed this account. 

Meanwhile, a Sudanese vessel 
carrying vehicles' of evacuees 
from Kuwait was still awaiting 
clearance to proceed, 10 days 
after it was intercepted by 
American warships in the Red 
Sea ou its way to Port Sudan 
from Aqaba. 

‘I do not know why the vessel 
is not allowed to proceed,” said 
the Sudanese ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Abdallah Mohammad 
Jabara. 

“Our Foreign Ministry had 
talked to the American Embassy 
in Khartoum and the ambassa- 
dor had agreed that the ship will 
be allowed to sail.” he told foe 
Jordan Times. 

Samir Ardekhani, general 
manager of T. Gargour and Fils, 
agents of the Cyprus-registered 
but Sudanese-owned Dongola, 
said the company was not in- 
volved in the moves to dear the 
vessel's cargo. 

“It is an issue between the 
Sudanese government and the 
Americans,” Ardekhani said. 

The dispute revolves around 
contentions by the enforcers of 
the embargo that some of the 
vehicles aboard the Dongola 
were shipped out of Aqaba “for 
money” — implying that they 
could have been stolen from 
Kuwait after Iraq invaded and 
occupied the emirate. 

According to Ardekhani, “the 
ownership of each and every 
vehicle aboard the Dongola was 
established through proper 
documents and procedures be- 
fore they were loaded from 
Aqaba.” 

Shipping officials said at least 
30 vehicles aboard the ship did 
not have proper keys and some 
others were loaded onto trucks 
and trailers. 

Ardekhani said the absence of 
keys in some cases where the 
owners had flown to Khartoum 
ahead of the vessel, and weak 
batteries in other cases, had 
forced the agents to load them 
after either hotwiring them or 
transported them by other big- 
ger vehicles. ' 

The Dongola was intercepted 
by American warships as it 
sattedtt>u;ao£ lbe Gulf , of Aqaba 
on CfC I3r * 

Another vessel, bound for 
Hodeida, Yemen, carrying some 
70 vehicles of Yemeni evacuees 
from Kuwait, was also inter- 
cepted on the same day but 
allowed to proceed after its 
agents provided “clarifications 
and explanations” over the own- 
ership of the cargo. 

“We have shipped thousands 
of vehicles of evacuees through 
Aqaba, and this is the first time 
that they (American warships) 
have blocked a ship carrying 
them,” Ardekhani said. 

No American official was 
available for comment on the 
issue. 
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Change in name 

ONE SHOULD not fall into the trap of reading too much 
into the resignation of Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze. To begin with, Shevardnadze has been the 
right hand man of Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, and as 
long as the president is still at the helm, the influence of the 
departing foreign minister and like-minded Soviet officials is 
not going to wane. As Shevardnadze is part of Gorbachev's 
inner circle, it is hard to believe that his resignation is not* 
something that was carefully orchestrated to drive home a' 
certain signal. It is common knowledge that Gorbachev is 
waging a battle for his political life and needs a catalyst to 
wage a war on the diehard conservatives still lingering in the 
Soviet system and possibly hoping for a comeback, it was no 
surprise, therefore, when Moscow announced that the 
departing foreign minister is indispensable and will stay on 
in a different capacity that would bring him even closer to 
the centre of Soviet power. It is no longer far-fetched to 
imagine that Shevardnadze would even be groomed to 
succeed Gorbachev in the future. There is really no ground 
to interpret the departure of Shevardnadze as a signal that 
Moscow is about to amend its ways and policies especially 
towards the West and the Arab World. The coordinates of 
Soviet external and internal politics are determined by a set 
of harsh economic and political realities from which Moscow 
can no longer extricate itself without some kind of a 
Marshall plan from Washington and its allies. With the 
Soviet economic and political structures near collapse, 
Moscow needs more than ever the support of the "haves" in 
the world, whether In the West or in the Gulf region. The 
International Monetary Fund has recently calculated that 
the Soviet Union needs quite a few billions of dollars in the 
course of 1991 just to feed itself and stay afloat. Everybody 
knows that for such a huge aid package to be extended to 
Moscow, the leadership there will be requested, to go full 
speed ahead with its reform and restructuring plans. But 
Moscow's woes do not end there; With the fifteen republics 
composing the USSR jj^dvitatinj* towards greater independ- 
ence, the Soviet president and dose aides need to regroup in 
order to maintain a semblance of cohesion inside the 
frontiers of their superpower. There is no way the various 
republics can win their struggle for more independence 
•without the aid and support of Western -countries. Clearly, 
Moscow cannot afford to alienate Washington at this critical 
time for fear of losing all. No wonder then that the Soviet 
leaders have been towing Washington's line at every turn 
especially in the Gulf region. Who ever thought that the 
USSR could be defensive of the massive deployment of U.S 
troops right next door to its southern flank, let alone being 
supportive of such bu3d-up. The rules of the game have 
certainly changed for the Soviet Union and there is little 
hope of reversing the tide for as long as one can see. To pin 
hope on the artificial departure of Shevardnadze from the 
outward political scene in Moscow would be utterly over- 
optimistic and tantamount to wishful thinking. It would be 
far more prudent to calculate one's moves on the interna- 
tional theatre with this in mind. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A! Ra’i daily newspaper Saturday dwelt oo Israel’s reactions to 
the resignation of Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
and said that the unexpected move brought about feverish actions 
in Israel which is now mobilising all possible means of transport to 
ensure the immigration of he largest possible number of Soviet 
Jews. Israel is in a hurry and m » . -,'e against time to bring in the 
Jews, lest there will be speedy change in Soviet policies regarding 
the emigration issue, the paper noted. It said that Israel is making 
ready now to absorb more than a million Jews from the Soviet 
Union, but is at the same time apprehensive that the foreign 
minister's resignation would bring this emigration to a halt. The 
paper called on the Arab countries to beware of the looming 
danger represented in the influx of Jews in the occupied Arab 
lands where they are to be settled because there is a real danger 
that the Jews would want to acquire more land at the expense of 
the Arab World. The Arabs should seize the opportunity of the 
loss of Israel's friend and call on the Soviet leadership to halt the 
emigration as soon as possible, a process which is banning the 
Palestinian cause. The paper also urged the Arab countries which 
are aligning themselves behind die United States in the Gulf crisis 
to seize the opportunity to demand that Moscow work for an 
international conference and implement U.N. Security Council 
resolutions concerning the Middle East and the Palestine issue. 

A columnist in AJ Ra'i daily reminds his readers that the U.N. 
Security Council resolution passed Thursday concerning protec- 
tion for the Palestinians and convening an international peace 
conference came about as a direct result of Wahington’s fear of a 
rift within the Western alliance vis-a-vis Iraq. Therefore, we 
assume that it is due to Iraq that the Council has taken such a 
resolution and not as a result of the Arab countries' pressure on 
the U.S. administration which supported the vote, says Tareq 
Masarweh. Again, it is because of America's wish to reward C^iro 
for its pro-American stand in the Golf crisis that the U.S. 
administration has decided to write off Egypt's billions of dollars 
debts, a move followed by the Gulf states which took a similar 
move, says the writer. It is because of Iraq and its firm stand with 
regard to Arab rights and justice that the Soviet Union has 
benefitied from the oil wealth by receiving millions of dollars in 
aid from the Gulf state while Washington improved its ties with 
Pelting and opened talks with Cuba, a country with a long 
standing hostility towards the United States, says the writer. 
Therefore, he adds, only through a strong political stand and 
through linking the Gulf issue with the Palestine question that 
Iraq has been able to force the United States to change its 
policies, and not by kissing the hands of the Americas masters. It 
is Iraq and not the Arab mercenary countries wind) brought 
about a change, at a time when the whole world is going through a 
dark chapter of its history, says the writer. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 



The anatomy of farmers’ debts 


THE intricacies of farmers' debts and how to rearrange these 
debts is a source of fascination to politicians in Jordan. The 
government periodically makes decisions to relieve farmers from 
parts of their debts by forgiving interest or re -scheduling the 
principal or at least talking about it. 

Today the Lower House of Parliament will debate the issue of 
fanners' debts. The deputies will call for die immediate rescue of 
the farmers, and the government will pretend to be sympathetic 
and will promise to do something about it as soon as the financial 
situation ailows a move in that direction. 

The total debt of the agriculture sector is currently in the 
neighbourhood of JD 100 million, of which JD 35 million was 
extended by the Agricultural Credit Corporation (ACC), JD 5 
million by the Jordanian Cooperation Organisation (JCO), JD 50 
million by commercial banks, and JD 10 million by middlemen, 
individuals and loan sharks. 

Lending and repaying of loans is of course a continuous 
operation, because lending institutions re-lend to the different 
agricultural sectors amounts equal to/or exceeding repayments. 
Therefore the actual cost of the debt is the interest paid which 
could be roughly estimated at JD 8 million per annum. This 
amount forms six per cent of the value added in the agricultural 
sector, or three per cent of the gross agricultural output. 

This is obviously a small percentage. It indicates that the 
agricultural sector, taken as a whole, is not involved in heavy 


indebtedness. On the contrary, it indicates that the agricultural 
sector is not getting its fair share of financing, and that the interest 
payable is not an excessive burden relative to die size of die 
operation. 

However, one must realise that discussing the agn cultural 
sector as a whole does not necessarily have the same implications 
as discussing the status of farmers and even peasants. 

As a matter of fact, the commercial banks do not deal with 
farmers, much less with peasants. The amount that appears as 
agricultural credit in commercial banks 1 financial statistics is 
related to 'credit facilities extended to companies and business 
firms in Amman and other regional capitals to finance their 
imports and stocks of agricultural equipment and machinery, and 
other agricultural material, such as seeds, fertilisers and pesticides 

and other tradeable agricultural inputs. 

The Jordan Cooperative Organisation’s total debts are JD10 

millio n, but these debts includes bad debts due from cooperative 
societies that do not exist any more, or are not economically 
active. Another part went to housing, consumption and other 
forms of cooperatives that are not related in any way to 
agriculture. 

The loans of the Agricultural Credit Cooperation are essential- 
ly a source of credit to farmers not peasants. I mean large-scale 
formers who are not personally involved in agriculture. They are 


limply landlords who borrow cheap money on the pret«t that 
they will develop their property. Some of those posmg as franem 

ate actually sitting in the Lower and Upper Houses 
They will be eloquent in defending the poor farmers while they 
are defending their own self interest and trying to get ocher 
embezzling public funds. Those big farmers prefer to borrow from 
tiie ACC to take advantage of the subsidised funds, hopin g that 
one. day government will write off the debt or forgive the 
interest. In my guesstimate,. the share of the small farm ers is not 
more than JD 7 million, or 20 per cent of ACCs total outstanding 
credit 

Thus die peasants and -small formers who really deserve help 
are indebted by JD 17 million, of which JD 10 million is provided 
by anddtemen, individuals and loan sharks. 

The partial debt relief and or re-scheduling that may be granted 
to the agricultural sector will be utilised by the landlords at the 
expense of the small formers and real producers- The end result is 
to paralyse the Agricultural Credit . Corporation, and curtail its 
capacity to recycle funds. This will reflect badly on sm a l l formers 
who really need credit to finance their production- We claim that 
any relief granted to fanners across the board or with debts in 
excess of JD 5000 will amount to a gift from public funds to those 
who do not deserve it. 

This is the map of the agricultural debt which politicians 13ce to 
say represents a crisis, while we actually need more of it. 


■ 

Gulf forces need better tactics 

if they plan to evict Iraq 


By John Fullerton 
Reuter 


CAIRO — U.S.-led forces 
massed against Iraq could suf- 
fer unacceptable heavy losses 
in their first assault unless 
strategy is substantially im- 
proved, military analysts say. 

They believe artillery, 
armour and combat engineer- 
ing all seed improvement be- 
fore trying to force Iraq to end 
its occupation of Kuwait. 

The United Nations has set 
Jan. 15 as the deadline for 
.Iraq to leave the emirate it 
took over on Ang. 2. 

Army Lieutenant-General 
Calvin Waller, deputy com- 
mander of U.S. forces in the Gait, 
said in Riyadh it could be as 
late as mid-February before 
some 430,000 U.S. troops in 
the area would be ready for 
attack. 

But the analysts said that 
even after U.S. and allied rein- 
forcements arrive there win be 
loopholes in strategy which wQl 
have to be dosed. 


Live-fire training involving 
air and ground forces was 
needed to improve coordina- 
tion among the various arms 
and services in the multination- 
al forces. 

The Iraqis have had more 
than four months to prepare 
fortified defences in Kuwait 
since their invasion. 

The analysts said the ability 
of allied air power to overcome 
the minefields, bunkers and 
obstacles ahead of a ground 
assault should not be overesti- 
mated. 

For example, bombing 
might simply scatter Iraqi anti- 
tank and anti-personnel mines 
rather than destroy them. 

Some analysts predicted 
very heavy losses in the first 
few boors of any attempted 
breakthrough, particularly by 
infantry mounted in thin-skin- 
ned Armoured Personnel Car- 
riers (APCs). 

“I believe there will be more 
casualties during the assault 
(by mechanised infantry and 
tanks) than in any other area of 
combat,” said independent 


U.S. military analyst Ken 


While tanks and infantry 
vehicles work together on the 
battle field, providing mutual 
prot e ction. Brower raid better 
protection was needed for the 
infantry if it was to get cm top 
of Iraqi trenches and bunkers 
and silence anti-tank weapons. 

“There is no point in having 
10 (infantry) men behind one 
inch of armour trying to pro- 
tect four (tank) men behind 20 
inches of armour," Brower 
said. 

Former Israeli tank com- 
mander and military resear- 
cher Ze’ev Eytan said current 
Israeli strategy was to place 
infantry groups in centurion 
tanks, shorn of their turrets, to 
provide more protection. 

The small British contingent 
had ample engineers to des- 
troy or bridge Iraq's defensive 
belt but the U.S. armoured 


were weax m 
sped, the analysts said. 1."" 

Brower said the U.S. Ml-Al 
Abrams tank — the cream of 
the armour on the allied tide 


— could npt carry vital bullr 
dozer blades, rollers or 
ploughs to deal with obstacles 
because its front suspension 
was too soft. 

The U.S. marines’ M-60A3 
tanks were property equipped 
in tins regard but their armour 
was vulnerable at virtually any 
range to advanced anti-tank 
ammunition, he said. 

German, American, British 
and Israeli analysts inter- 
viewed by R eute r s agreed that 
the American Ml-Al and the 
British Challenger tanks were 
superior in firepower to their 
Iraqi counterpart, the T-72. 

But the spearhead of any 
alhed ground assault would be 
small — some six armoured 
divisions — against 30 Iraqi 
divisions of both modem and 
vintage Soviet-designed tanks. 

The allies were also outgun- 
ned both in the number and 
range of Iraq's Soviet and 
Wcstern-baflt artillery. "Their 
artillery 'has a longer .reach, 
than ours," said Christopher 
Foss, militar y editor of Jane's 
Defence Weekly. 


Gulf will host foreign forces for years 


By Neil MacFarquhar 
The Associated 



RIYADH. Saudi Arabia — No 
matter wbat the outcome of the 
Gulf crisis, a long-term foreign 
military presence will be needed 
to ensure stability io the region. 
Saudi and foreign military ex- 
perts say. 

There are varying views about 
the shape of the foreign presence 
and how long it will have to stay, 
( but the experts agree it will take 
years until the Saudi military and 
armies of other Gulf states are 
able to protect their own terri- 
tories. 

Much depends on the time 
Saudi Arabia will need to over- 
come its manpower shortages 
and build an army large enough 
to eliminate the need for foreign 
protection. 

Saudi Arabia plans to more 
than double the size of their 
armed forces over the next few 
years and buy up to S2Q billion 
worth of U.S. weaponry. 

“We’ll build up our armed 
forces to the point of adequate 
and absolute deterrent to any 
aggression said Prince Fabd 
bin Adballah, the deputy de- 
fence minister. 

Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia's 
quick request for outside help. 


showed how unprepared the 
Saudis and their neighbours 
were to defend themselves de- 
spite massive spending on adv- 
anced weapon systems over the 
last decade. . 

The invasion also woke the* 
Gulf states to the harsh reality 
that they could no longer afford 
the squabbling and minimal 
security cooperation that had 
characterised their relations in 
the past. 

The ruling A1 Saud family had 
avoided creating a large army, 
fearing a competing centre of 
power. The 67.000-man regular 
forces and the 55.000-strong pa- 
ramilitary National Guard were 
formed to balance each other. 

Miliraiy experts ray the Saudis 
.will need external military sup- 
port for four to 20 years until 
they can properly defend them- 
selves. Iraq boasts a military 
force of 1 million. 

Although Saudi Arabia has 
promised domestic Islamic con- 
servatives that U.S. troops will 
leave as soon as the Gulf crisis is 
over, future security arrange- 
ments in the Gulf will un- 
doubtedly involve the United 
States. 

Thousands of American milit- 
ary personnel are expected to 
remain in the region on “training 
missions** to help the Saudis 


absorb the new weapons, includ- 
ing about 700 M1A1 tanks and 
dozens of F-I5 fighter planes. 

More than 250.000 U.S. 
troops are now based in Saudi 
Arabia as part of the multina- 
tional force sent to the kingdom 
J to deter Iraq. 

U.S. Secretary of States James 
Baker has talked of the need for 
a new security structure in the 
region once the Kuwait crisis has 
been settled. 

Observers say the most likely 
shape for a long-term force 
based in Saudi Arabia is one 
with foreign troops, possibly 
Americans, working under a 
U.N. flag, stationed around 
Kuwait's border. 

The smaller emirates would 
likely provide shore facilities for 
foreign navies, much as they did 
daring the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war. 

“We’re going to have to 
cooperate on security, definite- 
ly.’* Secretary-General Adullah 
Bishara of Kuwait said in an 
interview. 

If Iraq pulls out with its milit- 
ary tmact, Iraq will remain a 
major threat to Saudi Arabia 
and the vulnerable Gulf monar- 


“The region can never find the 
same tranquility as before. 
There's been so much rancor, so 


much movement of people,” 
said a Western military official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

The Saudis also see other 
potential threats. 

To the south, last May's mer- 
ger of north and south Yemen 
has created a new regional force. 
The new Yemen republic's 10, 
milli on people outnumber Saudi 
Arabia's 8 million indigenous 
people. 

Yemen’s backing for Iraq 
prompted the kingdom to expel 
hundreds of thousands of Yeme- 
nis who had been working in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Traditional e nmi ty has long 
prevented them from marking 
their common border and the 
Saadis plan to build new military 
bases there. 

To the north, Jordan has also 
backed Iraq politically, despite 
hs adherence to U.N. sanctions 
imposed after the invasion of 
Kuwait. 

While Saudi Arabia’s support 
for the Palestinian cause has 
always been more financial than 
military, the Arab-braeli con- 
flict is also a major source of 
regional instability. 

“They see themselves sur- 
rounded by enemies,” said a 
Western diplomat. 


Wishy-washy 
U.N. resolution 
pulls no water 



By Evefyn Leopold 

Reuter 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
U.N. Security Council adopted 
what many diplomats called a 
watershed resolution critical of 
Israel’s treatment of the 
Palestinians but few agreed on 
whether it would bring sub- 
stantive changes. 

It was the first time the 
Council moved to actively in- 
volve itself in an on-going 
monitoring process to 
the safety of Palestx 
Hans in Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories. Some diplomats consi- 
dered it an opening to more 
concrete action. 

But no one was certain 
whether the resolution could 
accomplish - its- objectives of 
quieting the violence in the 
territories and paving the. way 
for negotiations on a solution. 

For the Palestinians and the 
four non-aligned countries who 
originally proposed the resolu- 
tion, the final version lacked 
teeth and could only be viewed 
as a tentative first step in jolt- 
ing the Council into further 
action. 

“We would have Eked tins 
text to be stronger, much 
stronger indeed,” said Security 
Council President Abdalla A1 
Ashtal of Yemen, an original 
co-sponsor of the resolution. 

.Israel rejected it altogether, 
as discriminatory and interfer- 1 
cnce in its internal affairs. 

For several other delega- 
tions, including France and the 
Soviet Union, the Security 
Council needed to 


Washington permitted refer- 
ence to the parley in a Security 
Council context and it was the 
third time this year the United 
States sup p ort ed a resolution 
critical of Israel. 

Negotiations over the can- 


arid were solved in the last 
minu tes when Finnish Ambas- 
sador Klaus Tomudd began to 
mediate between U.S. Ambas- 
sador Thomas Pickering and 
Malaysian Ambassador Ismafl 



Nevertheless, the peace con- 
ference is supported by nearly 
every council member. 

France’s representative, 
Jean-Marc Rochereau de La 
SabEere, said the five perma- 
nent members of the Council 
could offer the necessary 
framework for “a: global Bobr- 
in.” British Ambassador 
Hannay said reference 
to the co nfere nce was a “step 
forward and a major benefit." 

Bet the timing of the resolu- 
tion prove d embarra ss ing to 
Washington, which went to 
great l engths to insert .a . phr- 
ase in the statement divorcing 
the Middle East peace confer- 
ence from the Gulf crisis. 

“Saddam Hussein has tried 
to Hnk the idea of an inter- 
national con fer ence to his inva- 
sion of Kuwait and the Council 
has deprived him of any satis- 
faction in this regard,” Picker- 
ing told the Council. 

The resolution asks U.N. 


finding practical ways to pro- 
tect the Palestinians in terrri- 
tories captured by Israel in the 
1967 Middle East War. 

For the United Stales, which 
bargained with the co-sponsors 
to the bitter end, tire resolution 
was a symbolic w arning to 


Despite the resolution's cri- 
tical stance against Israel, in- 
cluding a denunciation of its 
deportation of Palestinian civi- 
lians, Washington achieved a 
diplomatic victory in prevent- 
ing calls for a Middle East 
peace con fe re n ce from being 
included in tire resolution. 
Instead, it wag relegated to a 


and thereby p re vent e d Israel, 
winch feels a large conf er e n ce 
would be- biased a gahmr it, 
from being in violation of a 
specific Conned demand. 

But it was tiie first time 


de Cuellar to monitor and 
observe the situation “on an 
urgent basis” and use resources 
already in the region. 

Israel has already rejected 
any U.N. involvement. 
Ambassador Yoram Aridor 
told tire CbundL, “we will not 
accommodate any discrimina- 
tory procedure or treatment.” 

Aridor said Israel got “spe- 
cial, separate and unequal 
treatment” from the Council 
on a consistent basis when it 
tried to defend itself. 

The U.N. truce supervision 
organisation has 291 military 
observers and the U.N. Relief 
and Works Agency has a staff 
of 2300. Bm Pickering said the 
United States would object to 
any change in their mandate. 

The resolution also asks the 
Secretary- General to explore a 
meeting of tire 169 signatories 
to Geneva C onv e n tion on the 
protection of civifians in war- 


Lebanon’s new premier.... ‘a lamb among wolves’ 


By Nadim Ladki 
Reuter 


BEIRUT — Omar Karami, 
chosen prime minister as Leba- 
non straggles towards peace, is a 
relative newcomer to office but 
his political roots run deep in a 
Sunni Muslim family which has 
led the northern port city of 
Tripoli for decades. 

He is expected to form a 
“national reconciliation” cabinet 
including warlords of the reli- 
gious and political militias that 
have been tearing the country to 
pieces for 15 years. 

“He will be a lamb among 
wolves. His only strength will be 
his excellent relation with 
Syria.” said one politician. 

Born in 1936. Karami became 


Tripoli's political chief when his 
brother. Prime Minister Rashid 
Karami. was assassinated by a 
bomb in his army helicopter on 
June 1. 1987. 

Their father. Abdul Hamid, 
was premier in 1945 and mufti of 
Tripoli — the city's top S unni 
Muslim clergyman. 

The succession was typical of a 
country in which powerful fami- 
lies monopolise the political 
leadership of their religious com- 
munities for decades. 

The new prime minister has 
repeatedly vowed to continue 
the tradition of his brother, who 
believed in Lebanon's unity and 
Muslim-Christian coexistence. 

One of the strongest Muslim 
leaders in Lebanon’s modern 
history, Rashid Karami was 


closely allied with Syria and 
opposed Christian domination of 
the political system in the yean 
when a shifting population ba- 
lance made and more difficult to 


But he also opposed violence 
and, unlike other Lebanese 
chieftains, never formed his fol- 
lowers into a private army. 

Back in 1953, Rashid Karami 
was one of the leaders of a 
six-month civil war that led to a 
U.S. 

He 

year later and was in and out of 
office for nearly 30 years, bead- 
ing 10 different cabinets. 

The only official post Omar 
Karami has held was education 
minister under Prime Minister 
Selim Hoss in a cabinet formed 



when Elias Hrawi was elected 
president in November 1989. 

The Lebanese presidency had 
at that stage just been reborn 
under an Arab League peace 
plan after an interregnum of 
more than a year. 

The constitution has since 
been amended to give Muslims 
more political power but the 
peace plan retains one of Leba- 
non’s Oldest political formulas— 
a Maronitc Christian president 
and a Sndflri Muslim prime 
Huuister. 

Militiamen have now pulled 
out Beirut and surrounding 
areas, allowing the divided capit- 
al to be reunited under the con- 
trol of a revitalised regular army. 

Hoss's government resigned 
on Wednesday to dear the way 


for a peacemaking 
tiou. 

“I know the difficulties facing 
me, but with faith, strong will 
and sincere cooperation from all 
factions we can reach safety,” 
Karami said on Thursday in hie 

first statement after being 
appointed. 

“The next government is a 
recondKatory one. Its goals will 
be disbanding and disarming the 
militias and rebuilding the coun- 
ny. Oaft jdjptimate gar 
remain is ’Lebanon," be 

In an interview last month he 

said: “it is necessary to reconcile 

national leaders, but tins is not 
easy because reconciliation 
should be based on deserting all 
pohdes Opposing the co untr y*, 
unity.” 


will 
said. 


Karami mamtaww good links, 
with Syria, the main foreign 
power in Lebanon, and fre- 
quently travels to Damascus, to 
meet top officials. He believes 
Beirut and Damascus are linked 
by historic ties and seed 
special relationship.” 

He graduated in law from the 
University of Cairo, started his 
career as a lawyer in his home 
dty in 1962 and ran his brother’s 
Tripoli political machine. 

Karami is a sharp-tongued 
character with a sense of 
humour. A keen tennis player 
and angler, he also enjoys read- 
ing about politics and history. 

He is married to Mariam AJ- 
Koubtan and has four children. 
Youmon, Zainab, Faisal and 
Khaled. 
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Qasem 

(Co nti nued from py i) 

its determination to support an 
active negotiating process in 
which ali relevant parties should 
paninpate leading to a compre- 
hensive just and lasting peace to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict and that 
an international conference be 
held at an appropriate time. 

"Oalya mere reference to the 

international conference was un- 
binding for any party, and the 
resolution was weaker than ex- 
pected. We believe that the 
Security Council, which is en- 
trusted with ensuring world 
security and stability, should 
force all the concerned parties to 
reach a peaceful solution based 
on international legitimacy 
which demands an Israeli with- 
drawal from all occupied terri- 
tories: The West Bank, Arab 
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n tones. 

The minister criticised “the 
double standard dealings with 
the region’s problems" and said 
that the “single criteria for deal- 
ing with questions' related to 
occupation of other countries by 
force should be imposed on 
Israel to force it to withdraw its 
forces from the occupied Arab 
territories because there should 
be no double standard in dealing 
with international principles, 
specially those principles con- 
nected with peace in the Middle 
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srtheless.ibepe 
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iarr Rodman 
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. __ a The minister said that the 

>4TQii council should not impose cer- 
LJL Lv| tain standard in one area and 

exdnde it from another. 

Qasem said that the council 
La ^ on penahaj. took one 311(1 a half months to 

0 the parley feat reach Resolution 681,” which was 
^ context aodi t supposed to have dealt with the 
™e this year fci, deteriorating situation in the 

supported a ► occupied Palestinian territories 

1 of IsraeL where the Israelis continue to 

otiations overt ^P 0 * tbeir repressive mea- 
e stretched oafe sures on PaI «stinian people.” 

-ere solved k i “Wbat is happening in the 
* when Funk? territories.” be said; 

Klaus Tonmddt ““. a fia § rant eolation of inter- 
ne berween Iiu nati onal law. It is a tragedy and a 
Thomas pwL dan 8 erous problem, which con- 

san AmbS “““ “™L 01 311 

^ tensions m the Middle East re- 

He ^ &at Resolution 681 
’ , “is considered as an attempt by 

. “ nKn1 ^ 0 the council to avoid direct hand- 
le s D [“f rescp ling of the situation in a manner 
tar: Kochms that would provide solutions to 
“■ sajo the for; help bring about ~a just and 
lembers of die (t comprehensive peace to the re- 
offer the sots, gkwu” . a 

•erk fr. ’i pin ■ -Qasem" saW that the draft A- 
British Amina solution submitted by four tfa- 
Hannay said ids tions dealing with the situation 
conference ra i‘ in occupied Palestine had wun 
i and a majorber approval of all the council mem- 
he nmiugofibes beis with the exception of one. 
■oved embansz That draft,, he said, contained a 
ston. winch r paragraph stressing that Arab 
•nphs to insert ^ erasalem is an integral pan of 
he stalemate ^ occupied Arab territories blit 
Idle East peas® regrettably this did not appear in 
om the Gulf t® ^ resolution which was 
Lm Hussein te- vo £* °n Dec. 20. 
tiie idea da* council resolution is in 

conference so te: fact a major retreat creating a 
Cu«-aii andtkfe ““Pjfated situation impeding 

rived him of * £ ““ “f 13 t0 just and 

- rViie 00111 preb^nstve settlement to the 

Palestine problem and the Arab- 
j* \ Israeli conflict because Arab 
resol u ^ Jerusalem is part of the West 

20(1 area covers more 
i;iir ° man than one quarter of the West 
the_ suuaWi Bank ^ the minister noted. 

7 s5 _ He said that the wording of 

ln ^ ie 1 r * B e tke resolution was extremely 
has |t weak and it is easily seen that the 

N ■ ( ° v ° w te ^t was rendered void of its 
2 dor V tAjective and serious contents 
Council. “** that would be needed to deal 
>j 3 ii with the issue. 

«jure or tr»j* Qasem said the fourth article 
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of the council’s resolution urged 
the Israeli government to accept 
de jure applicability of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention of 
1949 to aO the territories occu- 
i n Pred by Israel since 1967 and to 
d abide scrupulously by the provi- 
»°ns of the convention. This 

0 article, he said, was best de- 
a scribed by one diplomat ax the 
c Security Council who assured 

I*reel that the resolution was 
c extremely weak and has no signi- 
_ fleam meaning at all. 

Qasem said that most of tbe 
^ articles of the resolution focused 
= 00 calling on Israel to abide by 

” the Geneva Convention and ex- 
j pressed the council's dismay 

1 over Israel's non-adherence to a 
, previous resolution. “But what 
j was needed from the council was 
, an outright condemnation of 

Israel s terrorist actions against 
the Palestinians who are strug- 
, gK^g for their basic rights.” he 

Tbe minister said that any 
observer of the events can easily 
understand the Israeli govern- 
ment's programme and its rep- 
ressive measures in the occupied 
territories where it is trying to 
absorb an influx of Jewish im- 
migrants from tbe Soviet Union 
to settle them in place of the 
uprooted Palestinians. 

Tbe Israeli government main- 
tains chat the land of Israel is 
□on-negotiable because it alleges 
that it is linked to the concept of 
Israel and its right to land and to 
peace, he noted. In Israel’s 
views its land is that of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, the 
minister said. 

Qasem called on tbe interna- 
tional community to consider 
Israel's policies as nwriffiued and 
not coming as a reaction to 
natural Palestinian resistance 
activity. He said Israel's prac- 
tices aim ar creating suitable 
conditions for expelling the 
Palestinians from their home- 
land. 

The massacre committed by 
Israeli forces near Ai Aqsa Mos- 
que in October falls wi thin this 
Israeli policy, the minister 
added. 

“We had hoped that the 
Security Council would decide to 1 
send international observers to 1 
monitor the situation in the 1 
occupied territories but all 
efforts were made to abort such j 
a move.” the minister said. , 

“Israers current drive to evict ] 
the Palestinians from their j 
homeland is mainly aimed at j 
absorbing more immigrants anH t 
there is an intensive programme r 
: £or setting up settlements in the 
-occupied ■ lands,- including Jeru- 
. Salem, to absorbs the iarmigranis £ 

anti to obliterate' all Arab and ^ 
Islamic heritage.” 1 

“Israeli government officials’ ? 
statements, he said, stand as a ^ 
clear witness to this official poli- * 
cy. He cited Israel's housing 
minister as saying lately that he ^ 
will make available 250.000 ^ 

housing units between 1990 and ^ 
1991 for the newcomers." P 

This, Qasem said, clearly 51 
means that Israel aims at absorb- 
ing more than a million immig- ^ 
rams in the coming 18 months ft 
and means also that Israel will a 
greatly benefit from escalating n; 
the crises in the region to facili- n< 
rate the implementation of its 
plans at the expense of Arab p< 
rights. 


d government sources who would 
« not be further identified, said 
c Italy, as current president of 
if European Community, was 
i- working with Algeria io seek a 

0 - peaceful outcome of the Gulf 
I- crisis. 

s Governments of the European 
Community have held out the 
s possibility of last-chance direct 
j discussions with Baghdad if the 
s proposed dialogue between the 
. United States and Iraq collapses. 

Italy will end its community 
t presidency Dec. 31, and will be 

1 succeeded by Luxembourg. Bui 
r under the “troika" system, the 
■ previous and successive foreign 
i ministers of the community pres- 
i idency remain in a coordinating 
I foreign policy role. 

Benjedid later repeated his 
plea for cooperation to reach a 
peaceful settlement Saturday 
during a brief visit to Spain. 

Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez and Foreign Minister Fran- 
cisco Fernandez Ordonez 
greeted Benjedid at Madrid's 
Barajas airport, where he ar- 
rived from talks in Paris. 

Benjedid told reporters at tbe 
airport that be had come to urge 
Spain to work with other coun- 
tries for peace. The two presi- 
dents then flew by helicopter for 
talks at the prime minister's 
Moncloa Palace residence, 
Spanish national radio <RNE) 
reported. 

Haifa 

(C onti nued from page I) 

concerned now that they have 
not heard from the sailors. The 
men are being mustered to be 
counted and they are unable to 
get to phones. They'll call as 
soon as they can.” she said. 

Throughout tbe night shore 
patrols roused sailors from hotel 
beds throughout the cirv — a 
regular port of call for the U.S. 
Sixth Fleet — and a fleet of taris 
and buses brought them blcary- 
eyed to the quayside. 

Assistant U.S. naval attache. 
Commander Thomas Abbot, 
said an official toll would only be 
released after all sailors had re- 
turned to the Saratoga and its 
crew of nearly 5,000 had been i 
counted. j 

There was confusion about tbe 1 

number of casualties because 1 

some sailors aboard a nearby 

ferryboat, the Carmelite, ! 

jumped into the water to help , 

rescue colleagues, said U.S. 

embassy spokesman Don Cof- | 

man. * 

s 

■Some oftheC^rntefitf’passen- v 
gers were pulled from the water a 
by rescuers, leading T t6 uncer- 
tainty as to how many of the d 
about 100 sailors aboard the fc 
ill-fated Tuvin were accounted C 
for. 

The captain of the sunken h 
boat, who gave his name only as e 
Yossi, told reporters he believed J 
tbe ferry sank because too many it 
people were gathered in the S 
stern. N 


Bush 

(Covtiraed from page 1) 

Muslims?” Saddam asked a Ger- 
man television interviewer. 

“Have you ever thought that 
the Americans could lose? This 
is what we believe... God is on 
our side." 

The interview, recorded on 
Thursday and broadcast Friday, 
included some of Saddam's 
grimmest words since the early 
days of the Gulf crisis. 

Saddam, asked whether he 
would heed the U.N. ultimatum 
said "No.” 

He insisted that “tbe door to 
dialogue is still open” and that if 
Bush “talked to us” he could 
save the lives of American sol- 
diers who would otherwise die 
for no reason. 

“We have fought in war and 
we know that after a while sol- 
diers go to pieces if they are not 
fighting for a just cause. 

“When 5,000 American sol- 
diers have fallen, at the latest. 
Bush will have to end such a 
war, not because his soldiers are 
bad but because Bush is a bad 
leader,” Saddam said. 

U.S. National Security Advis- 
er Brent Scowcroft said that Jan. 
15 was purely an “authorisation 
date” and “not an attack day at 
ali." 

Tbe U.N. resolution “doesn't 
say (Iraqi is going to be attacked 
this date or that date or whatev- 
er." the national security adviser 
said, adding: “One of the impor- 
tant points we’re trying to get 
across to (Iraq) » that we ha- 
ven’t blinked so far, we’re not 
blinking now and we will not 
blink.” 

In other Gulf developments: 
— Kings and sheikhs of the 
six-member Gulf Cooperation 
Counci! (GCC) opened their 
annual summit Saturday seeking 
a combined strategy for liberat- 
ing Kuwait and protecting the 
oil-rich region. 


U.S. analysts pessimistic on 
prospects for new trade talks 


By Robert Troutman 

Reuter 
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PLO disowns Hou rani’s 
criticism of Shevardnadze 


WASHINGTON — Tbe chief 

U.S. trade negotiator is pessi- 
tnistic on tbe chances of 
for any new talks to reform 
world trade. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Carla Hills put the odds ax just 
One in four. 

Still, Hills, who gave her 
assessment at a recent oaff 

meeting, is ready to resume dis- 
cussions to reform the 107-na- 
tion General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), but 
only if European nations m»w- 
concessions on £bc tborev issue 
of subsidies to farmers. The 
collapsed earlier this month over 
that issue. 

In an effort to revive the dis- 
cussions, the bead of GATT this 
week called on negotiators to 
return to the bar gainin g ;aK^» on 
Jan. 15. 

Hills bebeves new would 
be useless unless the European 
Co mm unity shows flexibility and 
offered deeper cuts in its farm- 
support programmes. And while 
the United States riwnit« the EC 
must c omp ro m ise on fans 
before any ret ur n to negotia- 
tions, there axe few signs of a 
new EC offer. 

Johns Katz, Hills' deputy, said 
there were indications the EC 
might be rethinking its 


stand that helped to kill tbe 
talks. He gave no details. 

But Paul Drazek, a trade spe- 
cialist with tbe American Farm 
Bureau, was doubtful. Tm 
sceptical the EC will change its 
nand," be said. 

Others simply say they just 
don't know if the EC can show 
tbe flexibility it takes to spur 
fresh talks. 

The discussions, known as the 
Uruguay Round, were supposed 
to have ended during the first 
week of December and would 
have crowned four years of work 
in 15 scoots of commerce. 

Instead, negotiations in Brus- 
sels unravelled during the first 
week of December wIko the EC 
refused to agree to tbe big sub- 
sidy cuss demanded by major 
farm -exporting nations, led by 
die United States. 

Tbe failure to agr ee on cutting 
subsidies has derailed other re- 
form efforts in such key areas as 
ta riff s, textile quotas and ending 
the piracy of patents and copyr- 
ights. 

A U.S. trade offi cial said the 
EC — whose farm stand is 
spea rheade d by Germany and 
France — must soften its opposi- 
tios to cuniDg subsidies and 
agree to negotiate. 


TUNIS jR) — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO| 
Saturday distanced itself from 
criticism of Soviet foreign policy, 
saying remarks by a PLO Execu- 
tive Committee member did no: 
represent the views of the orga- 
nisation as a whole. 

Abdullah Hourani, an inde- 
pendent member of the 15-man 
leadership, told Reuters Friday 
that outgoing Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
had adopted "provocative atti- 
tudes" on Arab issues. The PLO 
hoped his departure would lead 
to a more balanced and less 
pro-American Soviet policy, he 
said. 

But an unnamed official PLO 
spokesman, in a statement re- 
leased bv the PLO news agency 
WAFA, said: 

“Abdullah Hourani's remarks 
on the latest internal changes in 
the Soviet Union do not express 
the opinion of the PLO. The 
organisation believes that these 
changes are a purely internal 
Soviet affair." 

A Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Thursday that 
the minister's resignation was 


final but other Soviet officials 
have since said he might stay on 
in some capacity. 

In a separate statement the 
PLO spokesman said a U.N. 
Security Council resolution pas- 
sed Thursday on protecting 
Palestinians 

The U.N. Security Council 
unanimously endorsed efforts to 
protect Arabs in the Israeli- 
occupied territories, denounced 
Israel for expelling Palestinians 
and, in a separate statement, 
backed a Middle East peace 
conference ai an appropriate 
time. 

“The PLO believes that the 
resolution is insufficient and 
does not match the extent of the 
massacres, repressive practices 
and barbaric aggressions which 
the Israeli authorities perpetrate 
daily against the Palestinian peo- 
ple,” he said. 

“It is regrettable that the 
Security Council should be 
forced to comply with American 
pressures after about 50 days of 
U.S. procrastination designed to 
obstruct the resolution or make 
it devoid of substance." :• 
added. 


U.S. military muscles 


Benjedid 

(Continued from page I) 

believed there were “margms" 
to avoid war and that Italy was 
“partidpating currently in work 
to avoid a recourse to military 
means." 

While he did not elaborate. 


“There were squalls all day 
and the waves were three to four 
feet (1-1.3 metres)." Tom 
Abbott of the U.S. embassy’s 
naval attache's office said at a 
news conference. 

Abbott said he talked to one 
person aboard the other ferry 
who said the Tuvia went down 
almost instantly. “He turned his 
back, turned around again and 
the ferry was gone. It went down 
very fast," Abbott said. 

U.S. embassy spokesman Cof- 
man said authorities believed all 
those aboard the sunken ferry 
were from the Saratoga although 
a few could have come from the 
escort vessels. 


The emir of Qatar, Sheikh 
Khalifa Ben Hamad AI Thani in 
opening remarks renounced 
"Iraqi aggression" against 
Kuwait and demanded an un- 
conditional Iraqi withdrawal. He 
insisted that the exiled AI Sabah 
family be reinstated in the emi- 
rate. 

“Keen to see all peaceful ave- 
nues exhausted, we welcomed 
the initiative of U.S. President 
George Bush for direct talks 
with Iraq, hoping that the Iraqi 
leader would listen to reason and 
spare the region the perils of 
war." the sheikh said in a. brief 
address. 

1 “Iraq upset ail balances and 
disturbed the rules of Arab 
bonds as well as the essence of 
Gulf security,” he said. 

^Attending the summit were 
King Fahd of Saudi Arabia, the 
exiled emir of Kuwait, Sheikh 
Jaber AI Ahmad Ai Sabah, Un- 
ited Arab Emirates President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan AI 
Nabayan. Sultan Qaboos of 
Oman and Prime Minister 
Sheikh Khalifa Ben Salman Al 
Khalifa of Bahrain, who is sitting 
in for his brother the emir. 
Sheikh Isa. 

Shortly before the summit got 
under way, a Kuwaiti minister 
stressed interest in a peaceful 
settlement of the Gulf crisis so as 
“to spare bloodshed and avert 
destruction.” 

The minister of state for fore- 
ign affairs. Sheikh Nasser 
Mohammad AJ Ahmad, said he 
was responding to “statements 
by some Arab officials" about 
Iraq being ready for a face- 
saving conciliatory solution pro- 
vided Iraq can keep its “dignity 
and honour.” 


He was clearly responding ic 
statements by Algerian Foreign 
Minister Ahmad Ghczal: Friday 
night in Rome, where he was 
accompanying Algerian Presi- 
dent Chadii Benjedid. Benjedid 
has been trying to mediate a 
political solution to the crisis on 
swings through Arab and Euro- 
pean capitals. 

In a statement released in 
Taif, Saudi Arabia, the Kuwaiti 
minister reiterated that no settle- 
ment would be acceptable unless 
it involved unconditional, total 
Iraqi pullout from Kuwait and 
restoration of die .Al Sbah rule. 

He also stressed the need for 
Iraqi reparations for the destruc- 
tion by Iraqi forces in the coun- 
try. 

— Italy warned Saturday ;ha: 
its forces in the Gulf would not 
be allowed to fight against Iraq 
unless the Rome parliament first 
gave the go-ahead. 

Prime Minister Giulio 
Andreotti told an end-of-year 
news conference that the role of 
rile five Italian warships and 
eight Tornado fighters now in 
the Gulf was solely that of help- 
ing to enforce the U.N. trade 
embargo against Iraq. 

“We have some warships and 
some air force units in the Gulf 
with a specific mission. For the 
moment their role is to enforce 
the embargo. If there were to be 
negative developments (in the 
Gulf), let no one say that there 
would not be time to consult 
parliament," Andreotti said. 

“We are a country where par- 
liament has a central role and I 
believe that nothing can be done 
on this issue without parlia- 
ment," be said when asked ab- 
out Italy's position if Iraq re- 
fused to pull out of Kuwait by 
mid-January. 

Andreotti obtained parlia- 
ment's approval before sending 
warships to the Gulf in Septem- 
ber. but later did not seek con- 
sent before dispatching the air 
force. 

The government has said it 
would hold a parliamentary de- 
bate on the Gulf sometime be- 
tween Jan. 8 and Jan. II. 


— A senior Iraqi official said 
Saturday his country would nev- 
er give up Kuwait and would use 
chemical weapons if attacked. 

Parliamentary Speaker Sadi 
Mahdi Saleh said Iraq had no 
nuclear arms but possessed 
equally effective chemical 
weapons — and would use them. 

"We will use all weapons in 
order not to give our country to 
the enemy," he told Reuters in 
an interview. “I say, all kinds of 
weapons which we possess.” 
"Kuwait is our lerriiorv," said 
Saleh. 

“Iraq had no more intention 
of quitting Kuwait than the Brit- 
ish government had of quitting 
Essex, a county east of London, 
he said. 

Asked whether Iraq might 
consider withdrawing in ex- 
change for a Middle East peace 
conference, he added: "Do you 
accept that Britain should with- 
draw from Essex? If you say yes, 

I .will aay yes to (withdrawal 
from j Kuwait." 

Asked whether Iraq's position 
was that it would never leave 
Kuwait, he replied: “of course." 

Saleh said Iraq did not want 
war but had to protect itself. 
“We will not allow this war to be 

quick, as Bush thinks. This is not 
Grenada or Panama. It will be 
very costly and long-term and 
whoever starts it will regret it." 

Plans for meetings widely seen 
as the last chance to avert war 
are deadlocked because of dis- 
pute over when U.S. Secretary 
of State Baker should visit Sad- 
dam. 

Washington rejects Baghdad's 
offer of Jan. 12 as too close to 
the deadline. Iraq insists it has 
the right to fix its president's 
schedule. 

Saleh said Iraq had always 
wanted dialogue but Washington 
was not serious. The dispute 
over dates was “a kind of a test 
of their true intentions.” 

He said Iraq would accept the 
mediation of any country except 
Israel but there was no need for 
it. "It's a very simple matter. 
The obstacle now is the stub- 
bomnes of Bush. 


WASHINGTON <R) — A 
thumbnail look at current U.S. 
military strength in the Gulf and 
Pentagon preparations for a 
possible war with Iraq: 
TROOPS: More than 270,000 
marines, soldiers, sailors and air- 
men already in the region, by 
latest Pentagon estimates. Presi- 
dent George Bush has ordered 
some 150,000 more to the Gulf 
for a total expected to exceed 
400,000 by mid-January. 

U.S. forces in the region in- 
clude over 60,000 marines — 
most of them in Saudi Arabia — 
and 50,000 sailors and navy air- 
men on over 60 warships in the 
Gulf, northern Arabian Sea, 
Red Sea and Mediterranean. 

Tbe Pentagon has called more 
than 120,000 part-time reserve 
and National Guard troops to 
active duty since the crisis be- 
gan. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney has authorised a call-up 
of up to 188,000 if necessary. 

NAVY SHIPS AND PLANES: Bat- 
tleship Wisconsin in Gulf, air- 
craft carrier Midway in north- 


_ 


eren Arabian Sea, carrier Sara- 
toga in Red Sea and carrier John 
F. Kennedy in Mediterranean. 
Three more carriers will be 
ad d ed in next several months, 
giving U.S. over 400 navy fight- 
ers and bombers alone in the 
region, 

TANKS: Current! v over 500 

■ 

tanks in Saudi Arabia and some 
1,000 modern M-1A1 tanks, 
most of them in Germany, will be 
added in next three months. Up 
to 100,000 of additional U.S. 
troops will also come from Ger- 
many. 

AIR POWER; In addition to 
naval air power, over 300 air 
force fighters, bombers and 
other warplanes in area and de- 
fence officials say another 300 to 
be sent, massing over 1,000 U.S. 
planes against Iraq. They range 
from F-1I7A Stealth fighters to 
A-10 tank-killing attack craft. 

There are more than 250 U.S. 
helicopters in Saudi Arabia, in- 
cluding AH-64 Apache tank- 
killers. 
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Past, present and future of E. European sport 



LONDON (IO — On a dear 
September night under a full 
Adriatic moon, the past, present 
and future of East European 
sport froze into an unforgettable 
lableua. 

Before an emotional audience 
at the European Championships 
in Split. Yugoslavia, the East 
German squad departed an in* 
temational athletics arena for 
the last time as a separate na- 
tion. 

They left enduring memories 
of sporting excellence over the 
past 30 years during which a 
state of 16 million people rival- 
led the United Stales and the 
Soviet Union as one of the 
world's zreat sporting nations. 

In their final athletics cham- 
pionships. the East Germans' 
continued superiority was re- 
flected by a haul of 12 gold 
medals, the most by any nation. 

And in Katrin Krabbe. poised 
and photogenic, they showed the 
way ahead for the fortunate few 
in Eastern Europe with a sprin- 
ter who is guaranteed a lucrative 
future on the international athle- 
tics circuit. 

In a year of dizzy political 
change. Germany's unification 
dominated the East European 
sporting scene. 

East Germany had manufac- 


tured the world's most formid- 
able sporting organisation in a 
propaganda exercise designed to 
demonstrate the superiority of 
the Communist system. 

But with the downfall of the 
old regime, this organisation has 
disintegrated with trainers and 
administrators thrown out of 
work in their thousands. 

“Like much of the whole 
country, sport is in crisis,” 
Olympic shot champion Ulf 
Timmerman said. "The system 
that helped us develop talent is 
in danger. 

Heike Drechsler. the Euro- 
pean women's long jump chain* 
pion, second to Krabbe over 200 
metres in Split, agreed. 

“We have already established 
ourselves. For the younger ones 
it will be much more difficult,” 

she said. 

Drechsler, a member of the 
old East German parliament, 
was one of a number of sports 
people who attracted various de- 
grees of opprobrium for their 
association with a widely-hated 
government. 

Figure skater Katerina Witt 
was roundly booed when she 
appeared on stage at a rock 
concert and her country home 
was twice burgled this year. 

As the old sporting dynasties 


followed political structures into 
oblivion. East Europeans were 
for the first time allowed to keep 
all their prize money. 

In athletics, veteran Roma- 
nian Doina Melinte was first out 
of the blocks, winning S 100.000 
for breaking the world indoor 
1,500 metres record. 

Melinte. the 1948 Olympic 800 
metres champion, chased dollars 
throughout the northern sum- 
mer on the Grand P rix circuit. 

By the rime she arrived in 
Spilt, she had left her best form 
far behind her but she was also 
undoubtedly richer than at any 
stage of her long career. 

The World Cup provided the 
perfect showcase for East Euro- 
pean soccer talent and the weal- 
thy European clubs were quick 
to exploit a rich pool. 

Czechoslovakia's national 

captain Ivan Hasek signed for 
French club St Etienne and strik- 
er Tomas Skuhravy went to Ita- 
ly's Genoa. 

Inevitably, tough, the 
Czechoslovak league was im- 
poverished and no club team got 
beyond the second round of any 
Europeap club competition in 
the autumn. 

Romanian footballer? also left 
in droves with almost the entire 
national team signed up by fore- 


ign clubs. 

Around 40 players flocked to 
dubs in Italy, Spain, Nether- 
lands. Germany, Hungary, Tur- 
key and Bulgaria. They were 
followed by the leading expo- 
nents in handball and volleyball. 

But although some lucky indi- 
viduals prospered, including 
Yugoslav tennis players Monica 
Seles and Goran Ivanisevic who 
are already dollar mHlionaries, 
spon as a whole in Eastern 
Europe suffered during the year. 

As backward state-controlled 
economies stumbled into the 
harsh light of the market eco- 
nomy, sports administrators face 
a bleak future without the sub- 
sidies used to pamper the elite 
and cater for the masses. 

Hungary's new minister of 
sport, former swimmer, sports 
administrator and journalist 
Rezso Gallov, admits he faces a 
Herculean' task to make the 
country's sporting organisations 
self-financing. 

“Going over to a market eco- 
nomy means progress in every 
field with one exception — 
sport.” Gallov said. 

"The total state subsidy for 
sport was 1.3 billion forints 
(S21.5 million) annually. We 
have to find a new financial 


structure to replace that." 

Gallov has proposed spon- 
sorship, a levy on soccer pool 
proceeds and two per cent tax on 
social security payments. 

Romania, traditionally strong 
in gymnastics, boxing, canoeing 
and weightlifting, saw standards 
decline as state patronage dimi- 
nished. 

Reform has been muddled 
with dubs finding themselves 
caught in limbo between the old 
and the new. The only first 
division soccer club to succeed in 
self-financing is Universitaiea 
Craiova, whose players recently 
staged protests and threatened a 
strike to win financial independ- 
ence from the university which 
owns them. 

Poland appeared to fare better 
than most, despite the endemic 

economic crisis and the with- 
drawal of subsidies which bank- 
rupted many small sports orga- 
nisations. 

The first division soccer 
league remained intact and 
Legia Warsaw striker Roman 
Kosecki was targe tied by several 
clubs, including England's Aston 
Villa. 

By contrast, sport in the 
Soviet Union accurately mir- 
rored the disarray and confusion 


of a society convulsed by politic- 
al changes and plummeting liv- 
ing standards. 

The same tensions which have 
threatened the Soviet Union 
with political disintegration took 
their toll on the soccer pitches 
and basketball courts with teams 
from Lithuania and Georgia 
opting out of nation-wide com- 
petitions. 

Leonid Drachevsky, first de- 
puty chairman of the state sports 
committee expressed the once 
unthinkable in an interview last 
October. 

Drachcvsky, asked about the 
prospects of future showdowns 
between athletes form the Sonet 
Union, United States and united 
Germany admitted: “If there is 
anyone to drop out it could only 
be us if we are deprived of 
public, state and legal support." 

As the year ended, allegations 
of widespread drug taking were 
voiced in the German press. 

One publication claimed 280 
athletes and teams in the former 
East Germany had used 
perform a nee -enhancing drugs 
and named 140 crack and field 
athletes who had won Olympic 
or World Championship medals, 
claiming they bad all used ban- 
ned substances. 


Karpov calls timeout I Syrians cause sensation at Dubai Karate Championship 


LYON. France (AP) — Anatoly 
Karpov called a timeout for the 
22nd game Saturday in the 
World Chess Championship with 
Garry Kasparov, postponing the 
game until Monday. 

Kasparov, the reigning cham- 
pion. is on the verge of retaining 
his title. He leads 11.5-9.5 and 
needs oniv a draw to ciinch a 
22-12 tie.' 

There are no more timeouts 
left by either player. In case of 
an adjournment the regulations 
state they must continue playing 
the following day. 

However, both of the players 
could agree to ask for a technical 
timeout for the Christmas Eve 
game. If the International Chess 
Federation grams it. the 22nd 
game would start Wednesday. 

Kasparov has won the last 


three times he has had white in 
the nine games in Lyon. He will 
have white in the 22nd game 
with Karpov defending black. 

They have had five draws in 
the French portion of the cham- 
pionship. They had 10 draws in 
the 12 games played at New 
York between Oct. 8 and Nov. 
7. 

Even if Kasparov clinches a tie 
in the series, the two Soviet 
grandmasters will continue play- 
ing to see who wins the majority 
of the S5-million purse. Other- 
wise it will be split. 

Kasparov won the title from 
Karpov in 1985 and has de- 
fended it in 1986 and 1987. 
Karpov took the championship 
in 1975 when American Bobby 
Fischer refused to defend the 
title he won in 1972. 


Italy beats Cyprus, 4-0 


H . i LIMASSOL (AP) — Italy 
coasted to an easy 4-0 victory 
over Cyprus here Saturday in a 

I quali fying game for Group Three 
the European Soccer Cham- 
pionship. 

After scoring three goals in 
the first half, the Italian team 
took it easy playing as if they 
- were in a practice game rather 
than an important international 
match. 

.p,- The game was so one-sided 
■O- that a Cypriot radio commenta- 
tor apologised to listeners during 
live coverage saying: “I am terT- 
ibiy sony but every time the 
Italians approach our goal we 
J? ■' fear they will score again.” 

J, , Cyprus managed to make a 
couple of forays against the Ita- 


lian goal area in the first few 
iqiriutes of play to the delight 
and wild cheering of the partisan 
crowd of 12.000 in the Tsirion 
Stadium. 

Their brave initial showing 
raised hopes they might manage 
to score their first victory in an 
international match in 17 years. 

But their short-lived superior- 
ity vanished as the Italians over- 
came an initial hesitation to im- 
pose complete mastery, scoring 
their first goal, a header by 
Pietro Vierchewod at the 15th 
minute. 

Aldo Serena scored the 
second goal at the 22nd minute, 
as well os the fourth, just three 
minutes into the second half. 


Spaniard wins women’s 
World Cup Slalom 


MORZINE. France (AP) — 
Blanca Fernandez-Ochoa of 
Spain returned from injury to 
win the World Cup women's 
slalom here Saturday after Au- 
strian star Petra Kronberger fal- 
tered in the first run. 

Fernandez-Ochoa had a com- 
bined time of I minute. 27.66 
seconds after leading the first 
run with 44.0S. 

Second overall was Pemiila 
Wiberg of Sweden. 1:28.61 while 
Switzerland’s Vreni Schneider 
was third. 1:28.72 after going the 
fastest in the second leg. 

“After the first run I felt good 
and thought I could win it.” 
Fernandez-Ochoa said. “I didn't 


have any pressure in the second 
run and it’s a nice Christmas 
gift.” 

It was Fernandez-Ochoa's 
third victory on the World Cup 
circuit but her first since a slalom 
in Sestriere. Italy, in 19S7. She 
missed almost 20 months be- 
cause of a shoulder injury but 
has returned to form. She placed 
in the top 10 in the season 
opening slalom and giant slalom 
in Vat Zoldana, Italy. 

Kronberger. who had won 
four of the first six races this 
season including the first Slalom, 
nearly fell at the start of the first 
run and missed a gare. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAA SHAAIF 
ft TANNAH H1RSCH 
’MO UvJ-a lf-c 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.I-Aj South, vulnerable, you 
ho id: 

*Q5J TAI0 . KQ832 4K93 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 Pass I * Pass 

* 

What do you bid now? 

Q.2— As 5oj:h, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4A962 J*2 KQ753 4 A 

Partner open-, ihe bidding wiih or.e 
diamond. What do you respond? 

QJ— As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4A962 TJ82 v KQ753 * A 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

] : Pass ? * Pass 

1 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


South, vulnerable, you 


hold: 

4 AQJI096 :AJ3 K5 4K3 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Soulh West North East 

1 4 Pass 1 NT Pass 

9 

What do you bid new? 

Q.5 — As rouih. vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4X6 T K8 : KQ109S2 4J52 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Nonh - East Sosth West 

1 * Dbl ? 

Wbat action do you take? 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AJ654 77 . J65 4*963 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

17 Pas 14 Pass 

2 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


DUBAI. United Arab Emirates 
(AP) — Syria upset the team 
favourite, Japan. Friday to win 
the gold medal in the 1990 
World Karate Championship. 

And Morocco's Malika Sayd 
caused another upset when she 
won the women's individual Ku- 
mite gold medal by beating Au- 
stralia's Kim Marriott in the final 
of the three-day championship 
hosted by Dubai. 

Khalija Boustani. also of 
Morocco, won the bronze. 

Japan dominated the rest of 
the competition, capturing three 
gold, three silver and bronze 


medals in the championship 
sponsored by Dubai Duty Free 
and adjudicated by the Japan 
Karate Association. 

Some 400 contestants from 37 
countries started off in the con- 
test. 

No one expected Syria to 
reach the finals, and few gave 
them a chance against a 
Japanese team including Masao 
Kagawa. the world champion. 

He failed to find his usual 
killing blow in the final bout and 
Syria won in tremendous style. 

Later Kagawa beat his col- 
league Mobiyuki Arimoto for 


the gold medal to retain his title 
in the individual Kumite. The 
judges could not separate 
Korea's Young Jung Koh and 
Pemba Temang of Nepal and 
both were given a bronze medal. 

Kagawa won another gold in 
the individual Kata Competi- 
tion. 

Iran's Mohammad Nader- 
Berge won the silver and 
Notriyuko> Arimoto added a 
bronze to his silver win the 
Kumite. 

Malika Sayed was carried 
around the hall waving Moroc- 


co 5 national flag when she won 
the individual Kumite. The 16- 
year-old Kim Marriott from 
Perth in Western Australia won 
the silver in her first major 
championships. 

In the Individual Kata, Japan 
swept the board with Maiko 
■Asano getting gold, Yuka Asa- 
no, silver, and Kazumi Kamiya 
the bronze. 

The medals were presented by 
tire United Arab Emirates 
Minister of Defence, Sheikh 
Mohammad Ibn Rashi A1 Mak- 
toom. 


U.S. shot put record holder to tell his story 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Shot 
put world record holder Randy 
Barnes takes his first step back 
toward competition this 
weekend when he tells a U.S. 
sports panel his side of the story 
on how he was banned for ster- 
oid use. 


Barnes claims that the drug 
test that halted his rise in the 
sports world was mishandled at 
all steps by Swedish authorities. 
He is asking the Athletics Con- 
gress, the governing body for 
American track and field 
(TAC). to allow him to compete 


Revenge, money and luck to 
decide yacht race winner 


SYDNEY (R) — Revenge, 
money and sheer luck will deter- 
mine the winner of the 1990 
Sydney- to- Hob art yacht race, 
according to skippers and crew 
of the 49-strong fleet. 

British Maxi Rothmans starts 
favourite in the 630 nautical 
miles race beginning Wednes- 
day. 

The 24-metre high-tech yacht, 
fourth in the 19S9-9Q Whitbread 
Round the World Race, epito- 
mises professional ocean racing 
with its unlimited budeet and 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


JEFF WHAT’S Vou« Jr MUTT. JULIUS 
TWIN BROTHER. /COULDN'T (SETA 
tfUUUS. DOIN' ((ZCOIA SO WHILE 

"■*- m - v / he's in town l 

BED?/ THOUGHT VCD 
S WOULDN'T M'-ND 


competition-hardened crew. 

“Of course we are looking for 
line honours in the big race — 
and the record." said skipper 
and Olympic yachtsman Lawr- 
ence Smith. “It may unlikely, 
but I am sure it's possible." 

American Maxi Kialoa set the 

race best of two days 14 hours 36 

minutes 56 seconds in 1975. 
**We will certainly be a much 

faster boat than Kialoa was in 
those days, it just depends on if 
you get the right weather.” said 
Smith. 


■ 

in the United States and help 
dear the way for his return to 
the international ring. 

“In six years of competition l 
have never taken ay prohibited 
substance.” Barnes said in an 
affidavit to TAC. “I have been 
subjected to dope tests on 
approximately 30 occasions since 
1985 and have always tested 
negatively.” 

A silver medallist at the 1988 
Olympics. Barnes has some 
S200.000 in annual income riding 
on his ability to put the shot and 
is trying to wipe the suspension 
away before the 1991 World 
Championships and the 1992 
Olympics. 

A three-member TAC panel 
will hear Barnes' appeal. If they 
recommend his suspension be 
lifted. Barnes could compete in 
American meets while awaiting 
appeal of his suspension by the 
International Amateur Athletic 
Federation (IAAF). 

Barnes. 21. was suspended by 
the IAAF this fall after author- 


ities said he tested positive for 
use of methyltestosterone at a 
meet in Malmo, Sweden, an 
event he won with a put of 71 
feet, 11 1-1 inches (22.73 
metres). He set the world record 
of 75-10 1-1 (23.01 metres) in 
May in Los Angeles. 

Leading Barnes' appeal is 
.Washington lawyer John Dowd, 
who defended Pete Rose in his 
tax evasion case. 

Hearing Barnes’ appeal will 
be Cliff Wiley, vice president of 
TAC, Tim Baker and Jill Pil- 
grim. A Congress official said 
they have two days to issue a 
statement on the hearing, and 
that could be anything from a 
request for more information to 
a final recommendation. 

Barnes says there is no way of 
telling whose samples were ex- 
amined before he was thrown 
out of international meets. 

“Numerous departures" from 
testing guidelines “demonstrate 
the total unreliability of the test 
results.” his appeal to TAC said. 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY DECEMBER 23, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Rightar Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
really wonderful day for you io get 
busy and put your ncw P 13115 m 
motion which can bring you modi 
happiness and make you feel like 
yom at the top of the heap. A time 

for action. 

■ 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Older friends wbo are in a position 
to give you the support and back- 
ing yon want are yours for the 
in the daytime but tonight 

be careful. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can go to a very experienced 
and wqrldly minded person and get 
good ideas for your advancement 
and reputation but avoid a deman- 
ding friend. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to renew your mind in the 
rightness of principles that have 
Jk>og been a ccep ted as the right 
means by which to exist and make 
headway. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have real prophetic 
insight and see bow to handle Dense 
and disagreeable situations if you 
win be stiD and listen to yourself. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) One 
you have had as a partner for a 
considerable period of time is will- 
ing to give you partnership 
arrangements that is very good for 
you both. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You can certainly get your 
assignments done much better now 


% 

if you show one with whom you 
have assisted for a long time and 
you need bis help. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Have a good' time with those 
longtime partners who have 

brought you joy and the things that 

mean the most to you and you will 
find results. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Think over what you warn 
your own elan to do and let them 
know you will do at least your fair 
share of the project involved and 
be happy- - 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) There are a number 
of dose contacts in your daily life 
who want the right answers so go 
with them to studies, services that 
achieve this. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A day io think in terms 
of a greater abundance that you 
can build up with steady work then 
tonight steer dear of demanding 
friends. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your mind is brilliant now 
and if you cany through with a 
subject that can be very helpful to 
you make sure that you do open up 
facts. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is your day to make sure 
you reflect, mediate and concen- 
trate upon fine ideas you have not 
known before this, then avoid a 
temptation. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



1 need a 36-hour day — 8 hours 
to work and 28 hours to 
complain about it!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
4* 7 T1 hf Henri Arnold and Bob Lee ■ 


' Letts appoint a c o mmitt ee ~ 



Yesterday's 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


LLU EXXXJ 

(Answers Monday) 

. ] Jumbles: GOING ALTAR BARREL LAWYER 
I Answer What “little white Hes" usuaBy are — YELLOW 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Lotas Sabin 


ACROSS 
1 Ret rests 


10 Comic Bert 
U Spiffy 

15 inventor Howe 

16 Cherokee's kin 

17 Darling dog 
IS Gives off 


2* One of the 
Leeward 
Islands 

26 Social VIP 

27 Tenant farmer 
30 Abhor 

34 Once around 

35 Sch. sub]. 

37 Casslno coins 

38 Finished 

40 Garden growth 
42 Rather and 


Salvers 

*5 For Pete's — 

46 Track great 
Sebastian 

47 Choose 

49 Pioneer garb 

52 Statutes 

54 Kind ol 
beat 

55 Food additive 

59 Most recent 

62 Medley 

63 Mother-In-law 
of Ruth 

65 Korean river 

66 Onion's kin 

67 Plato e.g. 

68 "L — e'est 
mol!" 

69 Throw 

70 Lanch ester 
and Martinelfl 

71 Alphabet 


SWc^ hK. 


DOWN 

1 Sicilian spa 

2 Kodak 

3 Fruit ring? 

4 Ha gats on 
eyeful ' 

5 Links breaks? 


6 Freddy's 
street 

7 Reformer 
Jacob 

8 Badgerdke 
animal 

9 Pounce on 

10 Repair for a 
Detroit dud? 

11 Soto 

12 Goes fast 

13 Tore 

21 St. 

21 Unruffled 

25 Get. author 
Hans 

27 Token takers 

2 6 La _ Ft 


31 Hot-dogging 
racers? 

■32 Vietnam city 
33 Ruhr city 
36 Awesome 
weapons 
39 Expressions 
after toping? 


's Puzzle Solved: 



nrann nnnnn uinon 
nnnn nnnnn mnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnrrfinnnnnnfi 
nnn nnnnn 
rinnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnmnnnnnnniinn 
nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnn nnnn rannnnn 
nnnnn nnn 
nnnnrannnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
iflnnn nnnnn nnnn 


41 Vegetable- 
eating flower 
children? 

44 Cicatrix 
46 Sharp pain 

50 Dakota Indian 

51 Twain’s Tom 
53 Growl 


55 Frisky equine 

56 Grocery item 

57 Exaggerates 

58 Takas off 

60 Narrow b oar d 

61 Ballet garb 
64 “Give - a 

■break!" 
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Budget 1991: I’austtrite 

Mercredi dernier la 
chambre des deputes a 
adopts ie projec de budget 
1991 de FEiat, Cm quant e 
ddputds I'om appro uv^ tan- 
*Ss que 25 autres s’y sont 
opposes. Dans ses grandes 
iignes, c’est nn budget 
semblable 4 ceux des 
anndes prgaSdemes. Tenant 
compte de la crise do Golfe, 

Ie budget r£duit encore un 
pen les dispenses, ce qui 
marque tme nette tendance 
vers raustfiritS. 

Le nombre d’opposants 
au budget cette annfe est 
beaucoup plus important 
que I’an dernier. Ce vote 
traduii-n une deception face 
4 la performance gonvemementale depuis un an? Peuz-on 
ie consddrer comme un signe avant coureur d’une volontd 
de changer 1’dquipe ministdrieUe, on tout simpiement la 
remanier pour permettxe aux Frftres Musulmans et 4 leurs 
allids de sidger au gouvemement? 

En 1 absence de rdponses 4 ces questions, revenons au 
budget et a nx d dbats parlementaire de la semaine demidre. 
I^a hste tradrtjonneUe de nos probl&mes a ftl lue et retue 
sans que de vdritables solutions ou mime de simples 
prop ositions concretes ne soient avancdes: stagnation 
dconomiqne, baisse des r even us, augmentation du taux de 
cfaomage et du deficit de la balance commerdale, inflation, 
probiftmes de l’agri culture et de I’industrie, etc. Avec les 
retorobdes de la arise du Golfe, nous avons perdu les 
marches de ITrak, du Koweit et cTautres pays du Golfe. Le 
probifeme des dettes extdrieores s’est aggravd et certains 
ddputds sont allds jusqu’4 rdclamer l’annuiatioa pure et 
ample de ces dettes (8,5 milliards de dollars), puisque 
— quoi qu’on fasse — le gouvemement ne sera pas en 
mesure de les rembooiser apr&s la fermetuie du robinet des 
subventions et prdts en provenance des pays du Golfe. 

Pour justifter la deterioration de la situation dconomi- 
que, le gouvemement fcvoque les repercussions de la crise 
du Golfe sur notre pays. Ses effete ndgatifs sont certes 
indeniables, mais it vaudrart mieux parlcr des «Ieqon$> 4 
tirer de la crise du Golfe que de consi direr cette crise 
comme one excuse ou on pretexte 4 la deterioration. 

La crise economique a r£veie au grand jour notre 
ddpendance cxtdrieure. La premiere leqon 4 tirer consiste 
done 4 chercher les moyens par lesquels nous pouvons 
compter sur nous mdcies et ddvelopper notre capacite de 
production. AUdger les normes de salubritd 4 la campagne 
(dans des limites raise imables) pour permettre aux ruraux 
d’dlever des ammaux serait un pas vers la reduction de nos 
importations de viande et d’autres produits alimentaires. 
Cest un exemple parmi rant d’autres. 

Reformer notre administration est un autre moyen de 
rdaliser des economies consdquentes. Un nombre impor- 
tant de deputes a cite — 4 title d ’exemple — Ie cas de la 
banque Petra. La Banque Centrale a verse 250 millions de 
dinars poor indemniser les pertes de «Pdtra», dues 4 la 
oonaqHMtn.et 4 la mau yaisq^gestjoiL. . j. 

‘ Nous avons e ncorejre^ se ntime n t que reiaboration de la 
politique economique du pays est I’affaire de quelques 
responsables. Le budget par lui mdme ne peat pas 
remplacer J 'effort collectif necessaire pour ddfmir une 
politique globale qui aide notre pays 4 sortir de la crise. 

Plusieurs deputes et forces poiitiques ont reclame la 
tenne d’une ^conference economique* au niveau national 
pour etudier l’ensemble des probldmes et y trouver les 
solutions addquates. Le pouvoir exfeutif semble ignore r 
cette reven dication sans donner d’expli cations. Pourtam, 
cette idfe a regu un echo favorable dans certaines hautes 
spheres dirigeantes. 

H est grand temps de regarde r la rdalitd en face. Nous 
devons travailler sdrieusement pour constiuire une dcono- 
mie dont le dfveloppement depende essentiellement de 
facteurs interieurs. De meme, nous devons rdapprendre 4 
vivre selon nos moyens. Au vu des reactions populasres de 
ces dernier mo is face aux mesures d’austfritd, on est en 
droit d’estimer que le peuple est prdt 4 faire des sacrifices. 
II serait souhai table que les responsables en profitent pour 
guerir le pays de ses maladies chromques. 


EN BREF 


gnftn ! Aprds sept semaines d ’in tenses tractations, le Conseil de 
tecoritd a adopts jeudi une declaration prdsidentielle, non eontraig- 
iame, qui dvoque pour la p r e miere fois la tenae (Tune conference 
ntemationale de paix sur ie Moyen-Onent. Les membies dn Conseil 
:onskterent que sa convocation «an moment approprid, devrait 
” riHr*rr les efforts visant 4 parvenir 4 un xdglement ndgodd du oonflit 
trabo-isradlieJ 3 ». Simultan6ment, le Conseil de Securite a adopt* 4 
’unammite la resolution 681 qui * deplore* la decision prise par Israel 
ie proc6der de nouveau 4 Texpukion de dvils paiestmiens des 


iffitterrand. Le president franqais Francois Mitterrand, estimant 
pi*fl «est encore possible* de parvenir 4 une solution parifiqne pour 
ortir de la crise dn Golfe, a dress* jeudi les grandes Iignes <Tun 
rfnari n ax* sur I’^v amaHrm totale du Koweit par l*Iralc mais assorti 

le garanties poor Bagdad et l’ensemble de la region. Ces garanties 
onsisteraient notaxsment 4 assurer Bagdad qu’il n’est pas ques tion 
ke conqu*rir l’lrak ou de detruire sa puissance mOitaire, -tobjectifs 
trouvent I'axriftie cerveau tTun certain nombre de 


Uban. Le president He&as Hraoui a charge jeudi soir M. Omar 
Earame de fbnner nn gouvemement tTniutd natkraale, qui doit 
i^rosper les protag onistes de la guerre du Liban. La des ig n atio n 
aEndswde M Karame, avoeat sunnite de 55 ans et fr&re du Premier 
onmstre assassm* en 1987 Racfaid Karamd, a condu une jouroee- • 
marathon de consultations entre le president Hraoui et 49 des 67 
deputes en fonction. L’anden Premier mimstrt Salim Hoss avait 
present* mercredi la demission de son gouvemement, artisan durant 
trerae mois (Tun debut de norznalisation dans le pays. 


Chevmiadze. Le nrimstre soviitique des Affaires Etrangferes, 
Edouard Chevemadze a present* jeudi sa ddmission du goaven»- 
meat devaut Ie Congrts des <Wput6s. pour protester contte «la 
(Beta are qm approebe*. non sans avoir remera* son «am» Mkhafl 
Gorbatchev. Ce dernier a pour sa part declare que cette de mrero a 

etsdt «nne surprise complete* tout en la con d a man a n t. ne taut pas 

Him la panique et snrtoot pas danS lliyst*iie* a-t-il dit. 


Mhto . Mdwl Delebarre, anden nrimstre firangais de rEquipe- 
meat, a et£ nomm* mercre<fi ministre d*Etat charge tte la vflle. La 

creation de ce mmistfae avait £t£ aimonc£e par le prtadem 




plnsrems ^ 

remolac* dans ses pi*c *d e n tes 

don’est pas nanpLac* 4 son anden paste de mnustre 


est 

Besson. Ce 


interview de Mgr Raouf 

Noel en Jordanie 

C’^tait U v a 1990 ans, a 75 kQom&tres & Pou est 
d’ Amman... Dans la nuit du 24 an 25 d^cembre, 
J&us naissait & Bethteem (aujourd’hui en Palestine 
occupee) et, avec lui, naissait la religion chretiennc. 
Les Chretiens (cathoHques, protestants, ortbodoxes) 
sont une petite minorite en Jordanie; iis ne represen- 
ted pas plus de 5°o de ia population. Mais la fete de 
No€l qui comme more cette double naissance est 
devenue une fete mondial e, presqu^autant civile qne 
spirituelie, el il est frequent que des Musulmans 
saisissent cette occasion de festoyer et d’echanger des 
cadeaux. Pour evoquer Noel, «Le Jourdain* a 
rencontrg Mgr Raouf, representant du de1£gue 
apostolique de Jerusalem en Jordanie depuis 1977. 


Le Joordain: Noel en Jorda- 
nie preod-Q one forme parti- 
cuiiftre du fait de la proximit* 
de BethUem et du caract*re 
minoritaire de la com- 
mimant* 


Mgr Raouf: Malgr* son 
caracrfere minoritaire, la com- 
munaute chr*tienne de Jor- 
danie est consideree comme 
faisant partic intdgrame de la 
socidte jordanienne, au 
me me degre que sa sreur 
musulmane. Noe! est done 
cdldbr* en toute solennite, 
spirituelle et civile, par les 
Chrdtiens des diffdrems rites 
(Catholiques, Orthodoxes. 
Protestants) a la meme date. 
On installe des creches dans 
les £glises, et des arbres illu- 
mines prennent place dans les 
dglises et les vdrandas des 
maisons, y compris chez bon 
nombre de families musul- 
manes. En ce qui me con- 
ceme, je prononce une messe 
solennelle 4 10h3O en l'£giise 
Notre -Dame de i'Anr.oncia- 
tion a Jebel Webdeh et je 
regois les gens pour b fete. 
La joumee se tcrminc par b 
messe de minuil que je pro- 
nonce au meme endroit. 


U: Un des 
portants ce jour-44 
enfants notamment 
Pfere Noa. 


ma- 
les 
c’est le 


Mgr R: Cenainement. Et ici 
il a le mdrite d'exister, grace 
aux associations de bienfai- 
sance et aux scouts. De nom- 
breux parents t£ldphonent a 
ces organisations pour leur 
signaler qu’ils ont des enfants 
qui attendent Ie P£re Noel. 
Le jour venu, celui-ci par- 
coun les rues sur un char 
d£cor£ en faisant timer des 
cloche ties pour distribuer les 
cadeaux dans chaque maison. 

LJ: Originaire de Nazareth, 
oh vivaient les parents de 
J6sus, et president de 
TUniversit* de Bethl*em ou il 
est n£, poovez vous nous dire 
comment se dlrouie la cere- 
monk de Noel dans ces tieux 


Mgr R: J’ai vecu un Noel 4 
Bethbem il y a trente ans. La 
odremonie est differeme car il 
y a des traditions que la vilie 
doit respecter. Le patriarche 
latin de Jerusalem quirte 
Jerusalem a I3h. U est regu 4 


b porte de Bethleem par le 
mairc. le gouvemeur et les 
notables de la vilie. Sa voi- 
lure. devanc£e par des che- 
vaux. arrive jusqu'a la grotie 
ou est ne Jesus, attendue par 
le peuple et les offirieis. On 
commence alors a chanter les 
hymnes religieux avant de 
rentrer dans b grone ou sont 
prononcees les vepres. Et la 
ceremonie recommence pour 
la messe pontificale de 
minuil. Aujourd'hui, ces 
ceremonies sont un peu plus 
difficiles a organiser compte- 
tenu de la situation politique 
qui regne 14-bas. mais elles 
ont roujours lieu, avec un peu 
moins de solennite e'est vTai. 



M*r Raouf. 

LJ: On dit qne Tan dernier ia 
Sainle Vierge, mere de Jfcsus, a 
fait une apparition 4 Jebel Web- 
deh. Qn'en est-il an jnste? 

Mgr R: Ce qui est sur, e'est 
qu'une dame qui \it toujours ici, 
4 Jebel Webdeh, a affirm*, un 
jour d’oetobre 1989, avoir vu la 
Vierge dans sa maison. L eglise 
a not* Ie fait, comme ellc enreg- 
istre toutes les observations de 
ce genre, mais elle n’a pas recon- 
nu 4 ce jour la validit* de cene 
apparition. Le seui resultat 
tangible et effeaif de eei evene- 
meni c’est que dans Ie mois qui a 
suivi, beaucoup de gens ont pri£, 
se sont confesses, ont com- 
munie, et que des Catholiques 
non assidus sont devenus plus 
fervems. Cela a secoue 4 I'lpo- 
que la foi des Chretiens, mais 


aujourd'hui ces choses sont oub- { 
liecs er je ne pease pas qu’d j 
faille s'attendre au moindre | 
attroupenten: autnur de ccttc 
maison le tour de NVe:. 


U: U commBftMS* dtretienne 


og se kKalise4<Se dans ctruuno 
cites bien ddcrnuKa oc die est 
majoritaire? Je 
mem 4 Mad aba. 


R: Madaba. e'esr vrai . a ete 

une m'Hc chretiennc dans Se pas* 

mais ce n'es: plus du tout is cas 

aujourd'hui. La communaute \ 

est meme devenue minoritaire elf 

le maire de la vilie jKnme le 

conseil municipal > son: e: usd- 

mans, 4 I 'cxcecticrr. de deux con- 

■ 

seillers. Il nc resit er. fail que 
trob vilLages dont on peu dire 
qu'ils sont absolumen: chrctiens, 
e'est Smaicieh au nord de Kerak. 
Fcheis a 1’ouesi d'Ammzr. et 

Shatana au sad d'irrid. Ces vil- 
lages sont le lieu de secentansa- 
rion de rribus chretien nes qui -rs 
peuplen: quasi-exclus:%ement. 
Partout aiileufs. com- 
munautes sont tomes mclar.gires 
et vTvent generalemen: en Scene 
harmonic. 

LJ: Ea quoi consiste cuctemem 
votre rok en 


Mgr R: Nous lor.cnor.r.cr.s ccrr.- 
me une ambassade. Ncus irans- 
mettons au Vatican les infonr.a- 
lions poiitiques e: relrgieuses 
dont nous disposcris Sur la re- 
gion, et nous re la vans ses mes- 
sages. Tom ceia ea liaison per- 
maneme avec Ie deleeur ipcno- 
lique de Jerusalem. Er. je 
ment, par exemple. nous travaii- 
lons 4 1’organisatiOT d’n.*: scvace 
pour une delegation popuiaire 
jordanienne de Chretiens et de 
Musulmans qui desirer.i rrncon- 
trer Sa Saintet* le Pape et qui 
doivent se rend re au Vatican du 
5 au 10 janvier prochair. Pour le 
jour de Noel, aus&i. on tr.'a 
demand* de par.ictper a la se:’- ; 
lee pour la paix que ies femmes ; 
etrang*res en Jordanie oraani- ! 

sent a Amman. r Vo:r encadrf. J • 

r 

■ 

LJ: A quand remocte le dernier i 

voyage da Pape dans la region? j 


i 


Mgr R: A 1964. C'e« un peu 
paradoxal, j'er. conviens. que le j 
pape actuel, qui a fait plusieurs j 
fois le tour du moitde, ne se soil 
pas encore rendu en Terre 
Sainte. Mais compte-tenu de la 
situation politique :endue qui j 
regne depuis longtemps dans !a 
region, il a sembi* qu’une :eile 
visile creerait plus de troubles 
quelle n’apponerait de serenite. 


: A Tapprocbc « la nouvellc 
amtee, qods sgtihaBAavez-vocs 4- 


Mgr Rr Je souhaiie que la paix 
regne dans ce pays oil la paix a 
*te donn£e au monde entier. Si 
Ton parvient a faire cene paix ie 
monde entier vivra dans le 
calme, et dans i'aisarce. 

Propos recueiHis 
par Jean -Marc Bordes 


i 


Une veillee pour la paix 

A i’occasion des f£tes de Noel, le groupe des femmes 
£tnuag&res en Jordanie organise, dans la nuit du 24 au 25 
d£cerabre, une veillee aux chan delies pour la paix et la 
justice au Moyen-Orient. Les personnes de route confes- 
sion ei de toute nationality sont invitees 4 se joindre a elles 
monies d’une bougie pour appeler le monde 4 la raison. La 
veilke aura lieu aux abords de la mosqu£e du roi Abdallah, 
4 Abdali. 



FOCUS 


L’etat d’une annee 

A la fin de chaque annee. Kathy Kakish, productrice du Jordan 
Weekly, semi-bebdomadaire de Radio Jordan irritant de sujets 
soao-6conomiques. prepare une Edition sp*dale de son maga- 
zine. Pendant une heure, ce numiro annuel, sumomme le Jordan 
Yearly propose (Ic vendredi 28 4 24hlO et !e samccfi 29 4 12h05, 
cette snn*e) un recueil des emrernens que !a productrice estime 
avoir cte les plus tetelateurs des viscissirudes de la sod£te 
jordanienne. 

Le Jourdaiu: Y a-t-B one diff er enc e uurqoft entre Ic Jndu 
Weekly el le Yearly? 

Kathy KakWi: Le Yearly se veut un resume — a travers des 
perceptions multiples— des *v*nernems qui ont profonckmem 
touch* ie pays pendant 1'annee. Si dans I ’Edition 1990, la crise du 
Golfe occupe une place preponderante, e'est qu'elle a joue un 
r6!e central dans notre vie economique et sod ale. Le Yearly se 
veut aussi un aide-memoire. Cette annee sunout. il esi necessaire 
d'evoquer les different*, evene merits qui ont interest les Jorda- 
ciens avant que La crise n'edate er ne les eclipse. Ii faut rappeler 
par exemple que des athletes qui ont partidpc en Ecosse en juin 
demier aux Jeux internationaux d’athletisme pour han dicapes ont 
rapporte 4 la Jordanie six medailles d'or et huit d'argent. Sans 
cette secousse de mt moire, un tel succ*s serait perdu. 

LJ: Politique. Sport. A quds autres sujets fact -II s'attendre? 
KJC: A ia science, entre autres. Sous la rubrique V.I.P. (Very 
Interesting Person), ma col I e cue Lina Muasher s'entretiendra 
avec ie professcur Edward Whiier, i'homme de La NASA qui a 
lance le telescope spatial Hubble. E parlcra de I'imperatif de 
trouver de nouvea ux lieux d 'habitation en dehors de notre plan^te 
pour que ia race humaine pui&se ulterieurement survivTc. 

LJ: Menaces de guerre. Fin de rhomaoitl. Vestime-t-e&e pas que 
le ten de cette Edition est un peu apoeriyptique? 

KK: Le Jordan Weekly tout comme le Yearly ne represemicm que 
ce qui es: en train de se passer. Qua ad j'ai commence en 1984, les 
tenements a illustrer 6caient pour la plupan culturels. En frit, au 
debut det ann*es 1980 — une pen ode de prospdrite — les 
Jordamens se rendaient beaucoup aux conceits e: au theatre. 
Depuis 198? et le d£but de nos ennuis financiers, ie magazine s'esi 
lourate vers les th&mes ecocomiques. L'ensemble es: dicte par les 
preoccupations du pajs, aujourd'hui la politique. Trouvez-moi le 
Jordanien qui a reussi a echapper aux repercussions de la crise du 
Golfe. Qu'on le veuille ou non, elle nous impreigne tous jusqu'4 
la moelle. 

LJ: Qatlle est la difference entre soo emission et an journal 
d'aetnaZft£s? 

KK: Notre travail — le mien et cetui de mon dquipe, Nur Sati et 
Lina Muasher — es: de chercher dans les cadres sociaux et 
i cconomiqL.es du pat's les ctemems impertanu. au dela des litres 
I ie I'actualiui. L'n joj, par exemple, dans une conference de 
ntederins. j’ri decouvert qu un docteur jordanien (Zeid Kilani) se 
IJvrrit a des experiences de bebdsteprouven.es. Ce fait n'avrit *te 
menrionne nulle part dans la presse, ni m£me dans les communi- 
ques du ddpanemeni des relations publiques. 

LJ: Chercbe-t-elk toojoors les scoops? 

KK: Le reportage sensationnel ne m'interesse pas: ce que je tSche 
de trouver, ce sont des sujets important et emouvants. L’exem- 
p4e des b^besteprouvettes tevele que la Jordanie est consdeme 
des progres de la science et y prend pan. Voila qui donne 4 cene 
infoncaticn toute son importance. J'aimerais aussi vous parier 
d’une experience inoubliable que j’ai v6cue avec une handicapde 
mental. Qui aurait pente que cene malheureuse aurait la capacite 
de s'entretenir presque comme une personne normale? Au lieu de 
m'adresser aux medecins de la conference, je me suis interessee 4 
la patiente. Miracle, elle m'a tepondu. En anglais, qui plus est! 
Un tel- fait pent changer I’attitude de beaucoup d'auditeurs, au 
benefice de res infortunes. 

LJ: Qnd est son genre d’interview pr£f£r£? Studio, terrain on 
tikphow? 

KK: Rien ne re m place 1’entretien sur le tenain. Mon h6le se 
trouve dans I'environnement qui lui est propre. Plus 4 1’aise, il 
repond avec beaucoup plus de souplesse. Et de mon point de vue, 
ce cadre m 'inspire roujours des questions auxquelles je n’avais pas 
pens£. Mais entre l'entretien telephonique et celui en studio, je 
prefers mills fois ce demier. Meme si le cadre technique est un 
peu inbibam, il me reste I'atout d'etre face 4 face avec mon 
inter! ocuteur. Le contact par telephone ne marche bien que dans 
le cas ou Ten se connait deja depuis longtemps. 

LJ: De qoeDes iterviews garde-t-efle le meQleiir souvenir? 

KK: Cela ne m 'arrive pas sou vent, mais parfois je me trouve en 
face d’une personne qui repr&cme pour moi un d6fi iniellectuel 
par Ea maitrise qu’elle a de son sujet (arts, sciences, Economic, 
n'importe) et par son Eloquence. Je me sens alors oon train te 
d’aller de pair avec cede personne, de prendre les devants si j'y 
parviens, pour trouver des questions qui peuvent stimuier cette 
intelligesce. Ces experiences rn’emhousiasmenr beaucoup et je 
souhaite qu'elles se renouvellent. 

Propos recueiilis 
par Sami Kama! 


TELEVISION 


DIMANCHE 


17h30 - M J v ai rcncoa&rj le pte 
Noel”. Film 6c Nod pour ks oo- 
fams 

19h00 - Le Journal. 

19faLS - Camel dc notes. Extraits de 
rnuuquc dassique. 

LUNDI 

IShOO - L'oiseau (Ses mm. Decos 
arume. 

18hI0 - Denver le demier dioo- 
saure. Des&in ani mi. 

X8h35 - Avcniure Voyage. Maga- 
zine de Vavennue. 

19b00 - Le Journal. 

I9hl5 - Magazine vportif hcbdocu- 
daire. 


MARD1 


ISbOO - “Eta sous la nrige*\ Sim de 
Nod pour les enfams. 

I9fa00 - Le Journal. 

19faL5 - "Aujourd'hui en Jordanie **- 
Magazine local prepare cl prbeoti 
par Saleh Mali. 


ISbOO - ~Lc vieillisse<nea: P1 ^p uo d e 
de la sene gtoouneniaire ^Desrzna* 
lion Sanl£». 

19S00 - Le Joomal. 

19hl5 - Sdlecncn de fran- 

pises. 


JEUDI 

ISbOO - L’oiseau des men. Desstn 
anime. 

18b 15 - Snorky. Dessin ani me. 
I8b35 - Splendeur sauvage. 
Documeniaire sur la vie des am- 
maux. 

19b00 - Le Journal. 

1 9b 15 - Reportage d'^ctuiliif. 

VENDREDI 


]7h30 - Film. 

19b00 - Le Journal. 

19faI5 - Hxstoire de Tan. Sine 
documeniaire. 

SAMEDI 

18b00 - Les cUs de Fort BoyartL 
Course au trtfsor exigeant des caocfi- 
dais courage physique et bonne cul- 
ture g£n£ralc. 

19fa00 - Le Journal. 

19b 15 - Aujourd’hui en France. 
Magazine culture) franpk 


CINEMA 


Long. Dans le cadre da festival Fritz 
Lang, ptesente par Sami Kama], 11b- 
stitul Goethe propose I'ua des phis 
grands films dn me near en setoe 
expressionniste allemand. 

Tournd ea noir et Uaoc ea 1931. 
>M. le Maudit» («M, cine Stadt sad« 
den M6rder-) raconte I'htstoirr d'on 
pauvre fou tueur d 'enfants, qui r faw i l 
4 6chappcr A la police mais est attrap- 
p £ pour son malheur par une baade 
de truands. Une des sc&nes les phis 
fortes du film esx la parodie de proete 
que la pigre organise centre us «M> 
complete cneni ddsorieate, formi- 
dable meat incante par Peter Lore. Le 
film esi prdsente en allemand avec un 
sous-titrage en anglais. 

InstiZBt Goethe ie samedl 29 dtoaabre 

k 20b. 


Sans blague! 



Bush, restrit distrait durant son entrevue avec Ie president du 
Lobby des construcieurs automobiles: il ne pouvah oublier la 
louche, que venrit de lui infliger Aristote er brulrit d'envie de 
s'exi^iquer avec cet impertinent ordinateur. 11 suivait avec peine 
les doldanoes et demandes de son interlocuteur qui lui vantrit les 
mdrites que pouvaient avoir pour 1'dconomie nationale une baisse 
des prix du carburant ansi qu'une augmentation substamielic de 
la taxe sur I’irn porta don des voitures Strange res. «On tie peat 
jamais contenter tout le monde! le lobby pdrrolier exige une 
hausse des prix da carburant et lui prdconise one baisse*. 
pensait-il. Ndarrmoins, Bush finit par ripondre par de vagues 
promesses, oortditionndes na lure lie meat par un denouement 
favorable de la crise du Golfe; il mendona aussi qu'4 cause du 
principe du Libre dchange, bien dtabli depuis Kennedy, il ne serait 
pas facile tfaugmenter la taxe sur rintponation des voitures 
*crang&res mais qu'il essaierait de faire trouver par ses conseillers 
un moyen pour le faire. Satisfait, Ie visiteur de Bush finit par s'en 
afler. 

. De nouveau seui dans son bureau oval, le president s’empressa 

de d&rocher Ie telephone rose et d'appeler Aristote. 

-Bonjour M. le president, je suis 4 votre service. 

-Bonjour Aristote. J’crige des explications. V’ous avez affimte 
tout 4 r heure que je pensais comme un «politicar», que je n’avais 
rien compris 4 1'Histoire, que j'agissais contre son sens et qu’elle 
finirait par m 'oublier. 

-Je m ’excuse M. te president, mais e'est la stride v^rit*. 11 
apparent 4 vous seui de la changer. 

-Cest de 1'impenineDcc! Comment prdtendre que je n’ai rien 
compris 4 1’Histoire alors que je compte parmi mes conseiOIers les 
professeurs les phis eminencs de cette discipline? 

’Ca.n’a rien k voir. Ceux-d se croient obliges de rechercher 
dansrH!stoire des situations fragmentaires pour essayer tT£tab!ir 
des theories poiitiques et de les pro over. S’ils avaient bien 
compris 1'Histoire, ils vous auraient averti qu’aucun emp ir e ne 
peut subsister si I'injustice et I'indgalite ptevalenL Les empires 
des Assyriens, des Bahyl onions, des Pharaons, d’Akxandre, de 
Rome, de Perse, des Musoimans, de Napolfon, de la reine 
Victoria, des Ottomans et de Hitler ont tous fini par s’^crouler ou 
par steflfrher car ils etaient pitcis^ment fond6s sur I’mfgalite ct 
i’injustice. Ne voyez-vous pas celui des Boldteviqucs en train 
d'dclaier sous vos propres yeux pour les m£mes raisons? 


A ce point. Aristote s'arrcta un moment, puis ajouta solen- 
nelle ment: 

-Comme president des Etaxs-L'nis, vous etes dans la situation 
de factuel Emperear du monde. Si vous voulez que notre pays 
garde la tete de ce: empire, vous devee e viler les erreurs des 
autres em pc rears. 

Malgre les reproches d 'Aristote, 1'amour propre de Bush fut 
agr6ablcmem chatouille: etre Empereur du monde ntetait pas 
peu! CYtait certainement mieux que d'etre champion du monde 
de golf ou de tennis. Otai! meme plus flaneur que de re m porter 
le citre de Miss L'nivers. 

-Mais comment demeurer Empereur du monde, comme vous 
dries, si je nc commence pas par etre te£lu dans deux ans? 

-L'importact M. le president n’est pas tellement que vous 
soyiez te6la, mais plutot que vous commenciez au plus vile 4 
instituer le noosel ordre mondial. Vous deviendrez alors bien plus 
qu’un simple president de; Etats-Unis. 

-Votre fameux orojet de gouvemement mondial! 

-M. Ie president. 1'Histoire nous apprend que les groupements 
humains ont £vo!u* au fil du temps, ct pratiquement de la meme 
fagon partout dans le monde, malgr* V apparition, ca et 14, 
d 'em pi res dpbemeres das 4 ia folie des grandeurs et aux ambitions 

ddmesutees de certains indi vidus; les families se son: teenies en 
dans et ceux-d se sont resemble* pour cteer les dtds-Etats, qui, 4 
Leur tour finirent par consumer les Etats mode mes. Rfremment. 
les Etats eux-memes ont commence a se rassemMer en groupe- 
ments dcooomiques giants. La demiere etape de Involution 
ineluctable des groupemenu humains est rtaturellement le pas- 
sage au gouvemement mondial. Pour quoi ne pas forcer les portus 
de 1’Histoire en deveeant te premier 4 1'instaurer? 

-Et les rivaiites etimiques. religieuses, £conomiques et iddologi- 
ques? 

-L’6galite et 1a justice les supprimerom. 

-Votre naivete m’amuse Aristote. Sachcz que le monde 
comprend une nu*e de groupxs d’tnflaencc dont Ie seui but est de 
faire profiler leurs membres au cfcpens de tous les autres humains: 
sionistes, franc-masons, lobbies, sectes religieuses, partis politi- 
ques. dobs, syndics is. nations et j'en passe! L^altte et la justice 
nc sont done que des concepts liteoriques que I’homme invoque 

pour mieux ddfendre ses interets propres ou les privileges du 
groupe auque! il appartient. 


-Eh bien non, M. le president! Ltegalite et la justice sont des 
sentiments inn 6s chez les horn mes. Scuts la peur et le besotn de 
s6curit6 ont donn6 lieu 4 la proliferation de ce que vous appekz 
groupes d’influence. H est vrai que certains esprits malfaisants out 
fini par donner 4 certains de ces groupes des bills 6gocstes et 
immoraux et continuent a le faire, mais mis 4 part les membre a 
des bandes de crime organise. La majority des affilids aux 
diffc rents groupes sont de bonne foi: Us pensent qu’en militant 
pour leur groupe ils dCfendent de nobles causes. 

-N’empechc que de nombreux groupies s'opposeront farooche- 
ment 4 votre projet de gouvemement mondial! 

-Si vous faites vite, ils n’arriveront pas a oomprendre. An 
eontraire, la plupart d’enrre eux vous soutiendroni pensant 
pouvoir 6tendre leurs activit6 et leur influence a travers oe nouvel 

ordre mondial! 

-Et 1’opinion pubtique? 

-Elle ne pourra que s'emballer pour votre pro jet. Personne 
n'osc, publiquement au moins, momrer la moindre opposition 
aux prindpes de droit et de justice! 

-Et les grandes puissances? 

-Avec le jeune prot£g£ de Maggie au pouvoir, la Grande- 
Bretagne vous suivra les yeux ferm6s; la France survra aussi avec 

enthousiasme, 4 condition toutefois que vous donniez 4 Mitter- 
rand la satisfaction de co-parr ainer votre projet; quant 4 la Chiiup 
et 4 l'URSS, elles trouveront la planche de safut qui les sortira des 
marasmes interieurs dans lesquels ces deux empires som en train 
de mariner ou meme de sombrer. 

-Croyez-vous qu’alors je pourrai etre r66iu 4 la Maison- 
Blanche? 

-Vous n'aurez plus besoin, M. le pr6sident, d'etre te£lu 4 la 
Maison-Blanche. Tous les peuples du globe vous ptebisdteront et 
vous «forceront» 4 prdsider Ie premier gouvemement mondial. 
Votre mandat pourra alors durer ttes, trts longtemps. Cenaine- 
ment plus de quaere ans! 

-Merri Aristote. Au revoir. 

Bush restait songeur. II voyait ddfiler devant lui des millions de 
jeones: des Chinois, des Indiens, des Africa! ns, des Arabes et 
d’autres. Tous portaient des drapeaux amdrioains et des bander- 
oles saluant le -Grand Bush*. Des majorettes pteegdaient 
natureUement la marche! 


Sabri Farah 
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Repas de noel et du reveillon 

La grande saga du foie gras 


Rares son? Jes Fran^ais qni con$oivent ns repas de 
No€I ou da jour del’ An quine conunencerait pas par 
des toasts de fwe gras. La France est le premier 
producteor et le premier exportatoir de ce prod ait 
Stran ge , unique eu son genre. M dolt sa cooleur 
subtile (melange de gris, de beige et de ros*), sa 
texture unique (A nu-chemiii eutre le beurre et le 
p£t£) et son gout indescrfptible, k une nourriture 
forces et disproportionn^e de Foie ou du canard, qui 
provoqae une hypertrophie et un c h ang e m ent ^de 
structure de son foie. Loin d’etre une invention 
frangaise et rfeente, ii sembie que Fid6e du gavage 
Hpc mk mit n4e il v a environ 4.500 ans... en Egypte. 


Oies et canards ne soot cer- 
tainemem encore que des 
oiseaux sauvages, un gibier 
abondant et appreciable, quand 

FHomme les dessine sur les 
parois de la grotte de Labastide, 
dans le canton de la Barthe-de- 
Neste, quelques millfenaires 
avant que notre histoire com- 
mence. L'homme prfehistorique 
subir les lois d’une nature 
vioJente, dont il ne sait pas se 
protiger. Mais ii observe et 
apprend, et le temps vient oO il 
devine ft quel moment, dans le 
ryrbme des saisons. il faut 
attraper les oies et les canards. 
Quand les jours dfecroissent, les 
oiseaux, eux, d" instinct, se gor- 
genr. s'empiffrem de tout ce 
qu'iis trouvent de consistant: 
grains farineux, fruits a matur- 
ity, poissons gras, aliments qui 
seront stockfes dans ieur corps. 
Ces reserves les aident ft rejoin - 
dre les rfegions aux hi vers plus 
elements. 

Dans la tribu de oelui qui 
sculpta ces pi feces d’os et de bob 
exposfees an mnsfee de 1'Oie, k 
Thivicrs en Pferigord, igno re-t- 
on encore que ces oiseaux mig- 
rateurs s'engraissent d'eux- 
mcmcs en prfevision de leurs 
longs voyages? Des mDlfenaires 
s’fecouleront de la chasse ft la 
capture, de la capture k Ffelevage 
et k i’engraissement provoqufe. 

Pi’js lire, sur les bortJs du Nil, 
Foie est mfeme hissfee au rang des 
animaux saorfes. On la vfenfere: 
Pharaon est le soleil, son ftme est 
une coie, car «J’oie est le soleil 
sorb de I'ceuf primordial*, Fin- 
termfediaire entre la terre et le 
del, entre la vie id-bas et la vie 
fetemelle. Mais I’Egypte des pha- 
raons n‘a pas que des preoccupa- 
tions metaphysiques. Oies et 
canards sont felevfes d'abord pour 
gamir les tables des banquets. 
On les voit, plumes, la tfete 
pendante, le bee vers le bas, 
deposes sur des montagses de 
noorritures les plus varifees. 

La deconverte la plus sensa- 
donnelle pour nous fut celle de 
la Ve dyuastie (environ 2.500 
ans av. J.-C.) k Saqqarah. Id, on 
compte les oies qui avancent en 
tronpeaux serrfes. Des paniets 
d ’osiers emergent cons et bees. 
Lft use sefene etrangc attire notre 
attention: des serviteurs 
accroupis pr6parent une pftte, en 
font des bo alettes qu'iis roulent 
entre leurs mains et qu'iis alig- 
nent sur des coupes -feiegantes et 
sophistiqafees. Ces galettes sont- 
elles destinfees ft des invites? k 
des enfants royaux? Pas du tout. 
La bande dessnfee antique qui 
orne les murs du tombeau con- 
tinue. Ht qui voyons nous venir, 
tendant le bee. souievant leurs 
ailes poor s’feventer? Une 
myriade cToies et de canards que 
les serviteurs prennent k tour de 
r&le par le cou et nocnissent un 
ft on de ces galettes. Le jabot 
garni, nos volatiles vont se dfesal- 
tferer dans des coupes dispersfees 
gk et lft. Ainsi est dfecrite la 


premifere sefene connue de gav- 
age de palmipedes. Peut-on im- 
ngrofrr qu’on ait engraissfe des 
oies et des canards tout au long 
des dynasties pbaraoniques sans 
avoir remarqufe que le foie gros- 
sissazt, sans avoir dfecouvert ses 
imm enses qoalitfes gustatives. 
sans les avoir fait connaitre aux 
plus riches, aox plus puissants, 
done i la cour de Pharaon? 

La technique du gavage va 
traverser les sifedes. mais ce 
n'est pas Ffecrimre des Egyp- 
dens, each fee et de venue illisible 
qui Je permettra. Elle va prendre 
un autre cbemin, et acco m plir un 
long voyage. 

Molse ramfene les Hfebreux 
condamnSs k i’esdavage. Panni 
ces homines marchent les 
feleveurs qui savent gaver. Aprfes 
les "Cent quarante annfees* pas- 
sfees dans le dfesert, rengtaisse- 
ment de la volaille est pratique 
en Palestine oft "Coulent les ruis- 
seaox de lait et de miel*. D y est 
encore exerofe aujourd'bui... 

La poule aux ocufs d’or 
Bait une 


Avec la dispersion du peuple 
bfebreu, 1’art de gaver les oies 
apparait partout ou s'installent 
ies jtdfs: Europe centrale. Rome 
Carthage,... Plus tard. rOcdta- 
nie, I' Alsace. Dans ie «Koch- 
buch* de Rnmpoli, livre de 
cuisine feditfe k Francfort en 
1581, nous pouvons lire: "Tai 
rod le foie d’une oie que les juifs 
de Bobftme engraissent et qui 
pesait un peu plus de trois livres. 
On pent aussi en faire une 
purfee.> 

Le judabme est sans donte la 
religion qui oomporte le plus 
(Tinterdits alimentaires et le plus 
de rfegjes axtifiant la manifere de 
se nourrir. Le pore est honni. 
L’abattage doit s’exercer avec.le 
minim um de so nffra nce pour les 
animaux.. De ce point de vue, 
seuf I’fegorgcmcut est autorisfe. 
Enfiu, 1 la viandc oe pent fetre 
frite ou conservfee que dans 
Untile ou la graisse de certains 
animaux ne produisant pas de 
lait: l'oie par exemple. 

L’oie est connue des Grecs. 
La sculpture «L’ enfant k l'oie* 
dont one rfephque se trouve mi 
musfee du Louvre, est d*on 
artiste grec du Hlfeme sifede av. 
JC. 

Nous avons la certitude que 
les Grecs gavaient les oies... 

Epigfene, auteur comique, 
craint qu’on le prexme pour le 
«nourrir comme one oie qn'on 
en graisse*. La Fontaine, plus 
tard, i mi t e ra Esope. Mais celui- 
d n'a jamais fecrit l*histoire d’une 
poule aux Grafs d’or. Q s’agissait 
d'une oie aux trufs d’or. 

Les Remains apprirent toot 
des peoples qu'iis vainquirent, 
dit-on. L’art de se nourrir suit 
1*histoire de 1'Empire, et s’en- 
richit de ses conqufetes. 

Le dfelixe des cuismiers re- 
mains n'a pas de limhe. n n’est 



done pas fetonnani qu’iis soient 
alifes empnmter aux Grecs la 
recette du foie gras. Hubert 

MonteShet, dans "Necropolis* 
raconte: 

"On obtenait des foies 
fenormes et tendres en gavant les 
volatiles avec une p&te ft base de 
figues. Les foies fetaient finale- 
ment mis k mariner et k goofier 
dans du lait addidonnfe de miel. 
Le foie gras ainsi traitfe fetait vite 
devenn le symbole du luxe culi- 
naire. Alois que le foie se disait 
normalcment «jecui> en ladn, 
Hiabitude se pienait dfejfe d’ap- 
peler «ficatum» le foie gras, en 
raison des figues utilisdes pour le 
gavage,..* 

L’un de ces Remains fous de 
gounnandises, Apidus, naquit 
aux environs de l’an 25 av. JC. D 
faisait engraisser les oies avec 
des figues sfeebes, et les tuait en 
leur donnant & boire dn vin 
xnieUfe. Cinq cents recettes sont 
dfecrites dans son "Art culi- 
naire*. XI s'empoisonna en 
apprenant qn’fl ne lui restart plus 
pour toute fortune que ifix mil- 
lions de sesterces, et qu ’il lui 
faudrait rfeduire son train de vie! 


gavaient les ofcs rumlbw 

Les Franqais, eux aussi, out 
voulu gaver les canards avec des 
figues. Des canards pour des 
raisons pratiques alors que, 
sembie-t-3, les Remains n’en- 
graissaiem que des oies, mais le 
rfesultai est le mfeme quant aux 
questions que nous posions et 
que void: le fine prend-0 un 
volume important? Le foie de 
F animal gavfe aux figues arrive-t- 
il k cette teinte blonde que nous 
lui connaissons aujonrdiiui avec 
le mais? A preparation identi- 
que, le gofit da foie gras de 
canard gavfe aox figues est-fl le 
mfeme que celui du fote gras de 
canard gavfe an mais? 

Panni ses cent cinquante 
canards k gaver, une fennifere de 
Castetpugos. en Bfeam. en par- 
qua deux qui oe mangfereat que 
des figues sfeebes, environ une 
dizaine de kilos au lieu de dxx 
kilos de mais cuit distribufes k 
to us leurs c ongfe n feres. An bout 
de deux semaines, nos deux 
canards fetaient k point, «jolis», 
comparables aux cent quarante 
huit confrferes gavfes an mais. 

Leur foie mis en conserve fut 
servi au mDieo d'autres foies 
gras de canard, sans mention cpn 
puisse distinguer une particular- 
hfe de gavage m d’origjne, k une 
qmnzaine de dfegnstateurs. 

: Sa tranche fit -sfextasier les 
invitfes: le l^ec.-boge-gas du 
pourtour laissait dfecouvrir une 
tranche beige rosfe nniforme, 
une texture forme et douce trfes 
engageante. Aacune difference 
avec ce qne nous connaissons dn 
foie gras traditionnel, de ferine, 
ne laissa supposer qu'3 s’agissait 
d'un foie gras de canard gavfe 
aux figues! Le "ficatmn* fetait 
bren Ffeqoivalent de notre foie 


L’art d’engraisser et celui de 
manger dn foie gras sem blent 
disparaitre avec la fin de FEm- 
pire romain. On a prfeteadn que 
les oies ont digferfe tranqmUe- 
ment d’Attila k Louis XIV... En 
rfealitfe, un faisceau d’indices 
nous porte k crone qne la tradi- 
tion du gavage, introdoite par les 
Remains, ne s' est jamais perdne 
toot au long des sifedes. 

L’antiquitfe tardive, IVfeme et 
Vfeme sifedes ap. JC, voit encore 
des Remains c o ns t nri re des vil- 
las d’un grand luxe sur les bords 
de l’Adour et afileurs. Comme 
de riches patriaens, iis veuknt 
reerfeer id et Ik ie meifieur de ce 
qu’iis connorent k Rome, fis ne 
tardent pas sans doute k sc ren- 
dre compte que dans les rfegjons 
de France. 0 pleat tifede en 
autocrine. 3 pleut trfes froid en 
biver et il pleut beaucoup an 
prm t emps. Ds comprireot done 
pourquoi tant d'oies fetaient fele- 
vfees en Gaule: le dixnat leur 
convenait parf art emeu l Ds re- 


adoraient ce coin-d. et ils l’ap- 
pelfercnt "Aquiiania* ou "Pays 
des eaux*. 

Ss firent appbquer aox dies 


puis aux canards le traitement 
comm h Rome, magferent le foie 
gras mfelfe de miel et de lait et 
cramnaodferent am artistes de 
leptisent er le efira responsable 
•de tant cfarro sa ges nature Is: le 
dieu Ocfean, sorte de Pfere de 
toutes les eanx, poisqne tons nos 
gsves, nos torrents, nos ms- 
seanx, nos fieoves sont ses en- 
fants. 

Bientfit, l*E^isc se afee et 
s’organise. Nos romams sont 


sotxvent ansa ces premiers 
liens, qui bdtissem chapelles et 
Ifegendes. Un document dn Vati- 
can ate Grains Eptscopus, pre- 
mier fevfeque comm de la vifie 
d*Ok>ron (Bfeam), qm se rendit 
an condle cTAgdfe en 506. Snr- 
nommfe "Pfere dtes pauvres*, son 
nom est attachfe k cehu du 
dn canard. Pourquoi? 
Otoron est la dfefbrmation du 
mot ibfere «IQttro», ou «dtfe des 
eaux*. Les canards sfejoumaient 
dans les marfecages qni en- 
touraient la ville. 
Encoorageaient-fls leur felevage 
pour les distribuer aux plus 


A Morlafes. le poitaD roman 
de randenne cathfedrale Sainte- 
Fqy prfesente les vieillards de 
F Apocalypse, les sefenes de la vie 
quotufienne, et.., une kyrielle 
d’oies qui furent restanrfees an 
XIXfeme sifede. Le canard ne 
devient pas un animal saerfe com- 
me l’oie des Egyptiens et celle 
des Romains, mais 3 mferite. 
avec Ie potsson. de figurer chez 
nous sur les fedifices du culte. 
Influence romaine qui n’a pu 
tomber en dfesufetode, apport des 
coutumes juives, besoin constant 
de restaurer la provision, gour- 
mandise des prdats... et des 
antres, tout oonco m t k nous 
persuader qne, dfes Fan be de 
notre fere, et durant tout le 
Moycn-Age, on engraisse au- 
qnes et gaits dans le grand Sud- 
Oocst de la France. 

Toctef bi s. Femprdnte de la 
pane palmfee n’indique pas 
seolemeat le passage des oiseaux 
d’eau. Victime de Ftiratioauel, 
1’bomme interprfete les si goes 
afin de ne pas trop souffrir dn 
combat qne se livrent les forces 
do bien et celles dn mal. H font 
at ri r er les ones, dfetoumer les 
antr e s . Tantdt on hn prftte des 
pouvoirs sornaturels, on le 
craint, on cberche k lui plaire. 
Tantdt on voit en lui Ie res p ons- 
able des malbeurs et des mala- 
dies, et ce Sis du diable est en 
danger effetre briUfe. H vaut done 
rnieux cacher ses pieds palmfes. 

Les tw am aorfee la jofc refeae 


Ainsi anrait existfe une bdle 
fine qui ne voulait jamais mon- 
trer ses pieds. Sen man, un 
jeuoe roi wisigoth trfes puissant, 
ne put la dfechaosser la Quit de 
ses noces, m les mats sahrantes. 
Peu k pea, voyarrt que son fepoux 
respcctcrait son secret, la jeune 
rezne prit coafiance, et Ihabi- 
tude de do rm ir pieds nus. EUe 
quit t ait ses chaussettes dfes que 
la boogie fetait feteinte. Avec le 
temps, la curiositfe du roi ne 
s’femoussait pas. Un soir, 3 versa 
une mince couche de sable an 
fond dn lit et attend! t 
amoureusement la reine. Le 
lendemain borrifife, 3 vit la trace 
des pieds palmfes de sa jeune 
fepouse! D s’agissait de la reine 
Pfedauque. <Pfe d*auque», qui 
sig nifia h. en Iangue cToc: pied 
d’oie. 

Une reine wisigotbe aox pieds 
d’oie? Avec eOe commence la 
sombre hi stone des cagots du 


condanmfes i vfvre k Ffecart des 
villages, k e ntrer dans les feghses 
par une petite porte latferale? 
Ges "intoochables* fetaient-Hs 


xnent co n v e rtis au dnistianuine? 


cos? Y anrait-il panni eux. k 


anxqueb ils fetaient condamnfes, 
pits d* e nfan t s naissant les pieds 


Toutes sortes d’hypothfeses 
ont fetfe avanefees. D parait tout 
de mfeme certain qn’ib durent 


Conception 

Le foie gras est servi froid k Taide d'un couteau dont la lame est 
prfealablement crempfee dans Fean chaode. 

La tifedenr do tranchant rfevfele lfeg fe rcment le parfinn c ^i te u x 
endorori par le froid. Porte k la boudhe, le fine fond sur la Iangue, 
dfegageant la richesse de son gofit. 

Multiple et pmssante. d’une gfenferositfe presqoe trop ponssfee, la 
saveur du foie gras emplit la booc h e comme le chant d’un rfequiem 
emplirait une cathfedrale. D est k la fois douceur du Lacrimosa et 
majestfe du Kyrie. mais sa rondeur et sa dbaleur ont aussi la 
voluptfe voire Findfecence du profone. Car le fine gras possfede en 
hii. e’est d'aillecrs son essence mfeme, tons les exefes; k une 
fepoque oh la favenr revient aux aliments (Sfetfetiqnes et aux 
femmes maigres, Ie foie gras nous rappeBc les piaisiis de la cbfere 

tels que les dfec ri v ai t Rabelais et Foffiande canefide des Vfenus 
callypigns. 

D n’y a qu’un pas du gavage i la maladie puis k la mort comme il 
n’y a qu’un pas de Fodeur du foie gras i cellc du faisandfe ou du 
putxfefife. Le fine gras se tient k cette limite du dfeiioeux et de 
FiixxmangcaUe. du sain et du mahain. Le miracle est bien 1& tout 
ajout aox subfiles nuances dn foie gras le fcrait tomber dans 
I’iminonde; en ccla 3 est roeber de Syspbc enfin immobilisfe k son 
acmfee, sommet dc Fart ailinaire. 

L.G. 


Fabrication 
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gras de sel fepiefe; le faire m&cferer au cognac pendant quelques 
heures. L’feponger. Le cuire douemnent, e’est k dire le faire 
poeber dans de la graisse d’oie darififee. Egoutter Ie fine, le 
tnettre dan*, one terrine ronde oh 3 contienne presqoe juste. Le 
c o u v i if dc graisse <Toic. Faire bien refrwfir. Goulet alors sur 
cette graisse une oooche Ifegfere dc samdoux fondu. Faire refroKhr. 
Mettre le couvercle snr la terzine. Coller sur le bold de cette 

tefrine une bande de paper cTfetain. Ainsi prfepaxfe et tenu dans tm 
endroit frais et non humide. le foie pent se conserver fort 

loogtemps. 


de foie gras an miianl en bo M e s . Mettle dans des 
boites en for blanc ovales des foies gras, choisis bien formes, que 
Fon aura a«aiM<wife et fait massferer pendant deux hemes avec 
du cognac. Ajouter un pen de graisse d’oie d ans les boftes. Les 
so oder. Fare n»rr aa b&in nutric ft AnlhtioQ noD-iotenoaiptiG 
pendant une beure et demie poor les boites d’un fcflo, et ime 
heure poor les boites de 500 grammes. Egoutter les boites. Les 
faire refrokfir. Les bien essnyer et les conserver dans un lien frais 
et sec. 


Terrine de fide gras tnfK k la 
dfegorger k l’cau firoide pendant toute une mat, un gros foie gras 
choisi bien forme, Ffegoutier et l’feponger. Faire snr les lobes du 
foie quelques incisions et mettre sur c hac unc de ces fences un 
moiceau de tnrfie. Saler le fine et Ffepicer. Le mettre dans une 
terrine, dont on aura gaixd le fond et les parois de tranches minces 
de lard gras frais. Appuyer sur le foie pour qn’fl sort bien tassfe 
riwTK ie rfedpent. Le recouvrir d’une conche mince de viande de 
pore bach fee, gras et maigre, et assaisonnfee ccmgrument. Arroser 
de quelques cuSlfexfees de boime eau de vie et mettre sur le tout un 
peu de B rake s d’oie fondue tifede. Fenner la tenure et en luter les 
bords avec une bande de pftte faite de feline et d*eau. Mettre la 
terrine rfans une plaque i moitife pleine d’eau chaode. Cuire au 
four k bonne chaleur rfeguHfere pendant une heure environ. Faire 
bien refroidir sous pressc l^fere. Lorsque le foie est bien refroidi. 
cooler dessus quelques caiDferfees de graisse d’oie et, lorsque cette 
graisse est bien figfee, ajouter une peu de saindoux fondu. Coovrir 
la terrine; coller one bande de papier cTfetain sur les bords. 
Conserver dans un endroit frais et non humide. 

in Nouveau Larousse gaauooonnqoc. 

par Prosper Moutagnfe, 
rcvn par Robert J. Coutiae. 


porter cousue sons leur vfete- 
ment, Fempreinte infemante de 
la pane de canard afin qu’on les 
reconnaisse et qn’on les fevite! 

Un coup de pub 
qui venait d’ Alsace 


et canards sont-ils done 
devenus des oiseaux de 
malhear? Non, ptrisqu’en mfeme 
temps naissent le jeu de Foie et 
les lfegendes de Ma Mfere l’Oye. 
II est vrai que I’un a one inter- 
pretations fesotferique. et F autre 
des origines doutenses: Ma Mfere 
I’Oye serait une sorcifere 
voyageant non pas sur un balai, 
mai<t sur le cou d’une oie! Mais 
laissons lfe l’fesotferisme et re- 
venons sur terre. Mais et fine 
gras sont aujourd’hui aussi 
fetxxntement assoafes qne fine et 
figues l’fetaient chez les Re- 
mains. D’od vient done cette 
cfexfeale? 

Christophe Colomb parte du 
mais: «sorte de graine.qui forme, 
un fepi comme un fuseau, et qne' 
j’ai appoztfee en CastiSfe 03 3 y 
en a dfejfe beaucoup*. U a rap- 
portfe cette graine dfes ses pre- 
mi feres expfeditions en 1493 ou 
1496. Le mats pousse en 
Espagne k la fin du XVfeme 
sifede, et avec un tel sueefes qn’fl 
se rfepand aussi vite que drill 
a n tres nouveautfes ram en fees du 
Nouveau Monde: le tabac et la 
syptiflis? Mows de create ans 
ap rfes son entrfee en Espagne, le 
mais est mentionnfe dams le 
Bfeam. dans un texte qui date de 
1523. Nouvelle culture, eDe per- 
turbe les privflfegifes qui freinent 
son expansion, puisqu’elie 
fechappe k la dime levfee par le 
dergfe, et elle n’est pas partagfee 
avaxrtageosement pour le prop- 
rifetaire dans Ie mfetayage. 

Le foie aussi existe, 3 est trfes 
bon, meiHeur que tout sans 
doute, mais sa mode n’est pas 
imposfee. Comme la co u t um e 
d*cqgraisser est andeone et n’est 
pas seulement le privilfege des 
riches, e’est un plat ordinaire. 
Henri IV ne le mentionne dans 
ses lettres que lotsqn'fl en est 
privfe! Et met k la mode le confit 
d’oie. 

Mais le roysume de France 
n’est pas seul k gaver ses oies... 
Le livre de Rumpolt pubbfe au 
XVIfeme sifede raconte comment 
les Juifs de Hongrie obtiennent. 
en gorgeant leurs oies. des foies 
dont la grosseur stupfefie. 

Une vieile dame bongroise 
nous raconte avec modestie et 
nannel: «Vous savez, te foie 
cuisait, on le mettait dans un 
pot. cm le couvrait de graisse et 
on le laissait au frais... Quand 
nous pardons pour Ffecole, os ne 
nous donnait pas dc pain avec du 
beurre on fecrasait le fine 
teadne snr Ie pain. Dans le pot. 
on cachart i nouveau le foie sous 
la graisse afin qu’il dure jusqu’au 
lendemain. et quelqnes jours 
ainsi... Cfetait notre beuriy. 
e’est tout. On ne txouvait pas 
qne c’fetait rare.* 

Au XV in feme sifede. les livres 
de cuisine, "Le ansnrier royal et 
b our ge on* , "Le nouveau arisi- 
nier fran^ais*. "La aaouAte 
b wg geobe*. "Le in- 

stnrit*. dfec ri ve n t enfin des pre- 
parations de "fine gras* en rag- 
ofet, eu erfepme, k la ccndre, en 
attelenes (brochettes), avec des 
ris de veau. Le foie gras entre 
mfeme dans les truffos servies 
sous Ie nom dc "truffes en 
puits*! Mab les mcflleuxs sont 
"ceux dc chapons, dc pOulardes 
ct de poulcts*. Avec ces fbtes-lfe, 
sont oonfecfiannfes oe qu’on 
appelle les premiers "pfttfes de 
Pferigneux*. 

Le grand coup de publidtfe va 


cependant venir de F Alsace et le 
succfes de F "invention* et de 
r«dnventeur» va embrouiUer 
beaucoup ITdstoire du foie gras. 

Dfes le XVIfeme sifede, en 
Alsace, on felfeve des oies en 
grand nombre. La preuve en est 
la quantite d’onkmnanees et de 
rfegtements tendant k hnriter les 
perturbations qu’elles provo- 
quenC tapage nocturne, dfegfts 
les champs, les prfes et les 
jardins. A aucun moment, dans 
les textes, 3 n’est encore ques- 
tion de foie gras. 

Entre 1770 et 1780, Jean- 
Pierre Clause, le rammer du 
gouverneur d’ Alsace, le 
marfechal de Contades, tfeaUse 
un pfetfe qu’3 s’em p resse d’appel- 
er «pfttfe k Ja Contades*, en 
croflte et non tiufffe, k base de 
foie d’ Alsace. Le marfechal de 


aussitdt faire connaitre les 
plaisirs de ce pfitfe an roi Louis 
XIV. Reconn aissant, le roi hn 
cctroie tme,fege en Kcazdie, et. 
vmgt-cmq pistoles au cummer. 
Ainsi, ce dernier s’fetablit k r 
Strasbourg: vo3fe l’origine des 
fines gras d’ Alsace. 

Cette histoire se conta et se 
raconta, et les Aisadens passfe- 
rent trfes vite pour ceux qui 
avaient <redfeccarvrrt* le foie 


Mais les Pferigourdins 
n’fetaient pas d’ accord. On 
trouve dans les archives du 
dfepartement Fexpresston de leur 
mfecontentement, dfes l’fepoque 
de la Rfevolution: "Pferigueux. 
Les patissieis de cette vflle ne 
sont pas content que Fon axtri- 
bue Finvention des foies gras an 
seul gfenie ga s t ro no nn que aba- 
den. Us rfetorquent que Fun de 
fours phis farnrax cub in iers. V3- 
foreymer de la Gfitine, anobli 
par Sa Loub XV, a 

rfeusa k fane connaitre dans la 
France entifere les spfedalhfes de 
cette province. Au nombre, des 
pdtfes de foie gras d’oie, med- 
ians que ceux de Strasbourg, 
pfrisqn*3s aOient k fours quahtfes 
in tr i n sfeq u es et fe four f ondant fo 
parfum dfehcat et inco m p ar able 
de la truffe, fleuron du Pferi- 
gord^ 


Ainsi le pftte qui associe 
gras, chair de pore et fepices est 
nfe sans tru ffes en Akaire, avec 
truffes en Pferigord. pent-fetre 
dfes le dfebut du XVIIIfeme stfede. 
AajoardTnri, les cubiniers du 
sod de la Garonne couridferent 
comme one aberration culinaire 
d’ ent o urer le foie gras d’oie ou 
‘de canard d’une force de pore. 

Sous la Revolution, Foie de- 
vient l’emblfeme des {flabizs ludi- 
ques. D est amusant de regarder 
fos oies du jeu de l’oie de 1791. 
Toutes fos neuf cases, on fos 
retxouve: dies symbolbent les 
pariements des rifles de pro- 
vince! Bavardage, cacardage, 
beaucoup de bruit pour rien... 
AujourtThui, le jen de l’oie est 
entry dans tons les foyers. 

A d’autres titles, Nicolas 
Appert (1749-1841) aussi. 
L’mvenfion qui a fo plus servi la 
valorisation du fine gras est sans 
out dootc la sfoaue. Il a coosanfe 
sa vie ft amfehorcr son proefedfe 
de conservation des afimeots par 
la chaleur. Son p re mi ei livre, 
"Le Livre de tons fos mfenages 
ou FArt de conserver pendant 
pinsietira annfees routes fos subst- 

ances innnllw ct vfegfetaks*, 

■ paiu t en 1790. 

Dfes la fin du XDCfcme sifede, 
et jnsque’en 1930, ies jeunes 
gens parco ur ent ft vfelo a cam- 
pagne pour alter faire sootier fos 
boites. Les fenormes fosnveuses 


Pm de repas de NoH eu da jour de FAn sens des toasts de foie gras. 

Conception 

Un jour que les vacheS de l’Olympe s’fetafont fegarfees parce que 
fos Dieux comme ft Faccoutumfee f&latraient de leur o6 te, d ies 
axrivfereut Hai« one rfegion sans hexbe. rocailleuse, sinistre. 

Endudnfe ft un rocher, un certain Promfethfee se faisait dfevorer 
fo foie par on vautour. 

Assoifffees, fos vacbes burent le sang qui cool ait de la blessure et 
un peu pins tard, en fomssant sous de la mousse, elles se 

rtg&lftrent dc c|uckjucs ebampignons* 

Rctrouvto par Hermfcs, dies fbonent traites comme ft lTaabitude 
pour faire du beurre avec four lait. Quelques temps plus tard, 
Hermfes fit une halte ft Rome pour reprendre des forces en 
grignotant une tartine beunfee qu’il fit gofliter ft un romain curieux 
et goannand. 

-Mab de qooi est-fait ce beam? demands le Romain. 

-De fine et de champignons, rfepomfit Hermes. 

-De quel foie? 

-D'Homme! Mab si tu vonlab en faire toi aussi tu ponzrab 
utiSscr le foie des (ties du Capitole. 

Le fitie gras fetait nfe! 

NoH Favreiifere 


deviennent les anefetres de 
{’autoclave. Pen ft peu, fo ft tie 
gras des ma t tresses demaisondu 
Sud-Ouest va quitter fos pots tie 
graisse et trouver sa place dans 
ces boftes que Ton porte ft des 
fbrgerons spfedafisfes pour qu’iis 
soodeot fo couverde. 

La chance d’fetre en pays moaflfe 

Void fos prfedenses boites 
rangfees dans fos caves ft cdtfe des 
vins qui tnflrissent. Mfirissant 
eQes-mfimes, puisque Hiabitude 
campagnyde . sexa de .garder 
longtemps ces boStes^ft, tie fos 
faire atten'dfe et‘ de faire atten- 
dre la fantille. On fo sait par 
tradition. Fatten te attise fo d^ir! 
Les gastronomes redfecouvreni 
les quafitfes gustatives de ce foie 
gras, convenabfoment appeitisfe 
qui se bonifie au fil dn temps 
dans les caves ft vin. D’ofl ndfee 
de ce foie gras ft mfllfesimer. S’3 
est possible de survre ft pen prfes 
les traces des oiseaux gavfes ft 
travels le temps, ces trace? 
semblent aujonrd’hui se de- 
sperser dans beaucoup tie direc- 
tions. 

Qn’en est-fl de cette produc- 
tion qui apparait id, 1ft et all- 
leurs? 

Cumonsky tifecrit ainsi ie Pferi- 
goonfin: "Un vrai Franqab puis- 
qu’fl ahne ft se dfenigrer lui- 
mfeme.* e’est avec consterna- 
tion que le Gascon qui ne vit pas 
hxxeusement de Ffefovage ou de 
rengraxssement apprend qu'an- 
jotntFhm on gave an Mexique, 
au Japon, en Tumsie, en Coffee 
ou en Quine. Habitufe ft entendre 
que fos Frangab sont toujoms en 
retard et "font tout plus mal que 
fos antres*. sanf le rin pent-fetre, 
3 ne doute pas de ce qn’on hn 
affinne, et anrait tendance ft se 


ozgamsfe un rfeseau de centres 
d’fetodes et de recheidtes com- 
parable ft celm qni a fetfe erfefe- 
depms quarante ans en France.- 
Les services vfetferuutires et fos 
exigences dn marefafe enropfeen 
et in te r n a tio na l sont tels qne 
s’amfefiorent sans cesse les condi- 
tions g anitair e et d’alhnentatioii 
des fefovages, fo travafi dn gavage 
et la quality du mab, enfin fos 
conditions d’abattage, d’fevis- 
cferation et de conditknniement. 

Sacbons-le, 1’felevage des pal- 
mipfedes en peat pas se pratiquer 
, n’hnporteou. Les oiseaux ti’esu, 
qpmme le mab,-*ont besoin de.' 


i" < 


Tout le monde n’a pas la chance 
(fbabher une rfegion oft la plme 
est un felfemeat primordial, oft 
I’eau imbibe herbes et fron- 
daisons an point de leur donner 
one coufour cabochon d’femer- 
ande, oft les nuages sont 
omnipifesents, les arcs-en-del 
qnotkfiens, oft 3 y a tant de 
faqons de pleuvoir qu’on pour- 
rait en fecrire on livre! Cest si 
bean, ce pays mouSlfe, quand fos 
images s’fecartent un peu pour 
labser le soleil traverser un air 
purifife, jouer ft tr a vels fos feufl- 
lages et transformer tons nos 
passages en tableaux impress- 
ionxristes. Alors, park) ns de la 
dvflbation dn fitie gras, qui est 
aussi celle du mais, et de la 
phrie... Non. let nons ne sommes 
pas dans le rad sec. Nous som- 
mes dans Ie Midi mouQlfe. 


U: 


fos nrigratmus 


tpd 

de ses 


Une petite nrise an point s’im- 
pose done... 

Four fo moment, en matifere 
de fine gras, la France garde la 
premifere place dans presqoe 
tons fos domames: premier pays 
pixxfucteur, avec e n vi ron quarto 
mille tonnes; premier pays con- 
sommateur; premier pays expor- 
tatenr de fitie gras transfbnnfe 
(conserves, pfltfes). 

Mab nons sommes aussi fos 
premi e r s h npor ta teuis! La Hon- 
grie nous a vendu nnQe cinq 
cents tonnes de fitie gras en 1988 
et commence ft «wnm» i n'aiiw 
des conserves. 

n ne faut pas fetre chauvin, 
mab 2 faut fo (fire: fo mdlteor 


Notre tradition et notre 
savoir-fetne son! imbattaMes . Un 
Japonab fedaterait de tire si on 
hn assurazt, avec ce ton docte et 
s&neax des charges (Tfetudes. 
que fo sushi febriqufe dans fo 
Ge» est meflleur que fo 
Qudfo serait la rfeactkm de i*lta- 

Sen ft qd on voudrait faire entire 

qne fos spaghetti made in Maroc 
out meflfour goftt que ceux de 
son enfance? La production 
(Tities et de canards rests fami- 
hafo- En Aqoitaiiie, quatorze 
mOle fefoveura .out riorums 

comme producteurs de pal- 
m^fedes ft foie gras. Environ 
trob nulfe d’entze eux possfedent 
des bft ri ments spfec ia lgfes. 
Aucun pays an monde n’a 


L’oie dont fo nom vient du 
lari n "avis* qni signifie oiseao, et 
qui fut certamement fo premier 
(tiseau domestiqufe peat vivre, 
nous (fit Buffo a, jusqu’ft quatre- 
vingts ans! 

Comme ses anefetres du Capi-i 
tote, elle a tm grand sens dn 
danger et ne demande pas mieux 
que de monter la garde et de 
dfefendre, sifflante et mena- 
pnte, la maison ou les enfants 
qui la smveflfont. 

Bavardc? Sans doute. L’oie 
‘ca c arde et fo jars jargoime. Mab 
que disent-ils? Konrad Lorenz 
n’a pas senJcroeur rfeossi ft fetre 
nne mamas oie. 11 ies a 
fecontfees, imitfees jusqn’ft ce qu’3 
ait compris Fcssenttel de leurs 
conversations. Conversations 
qn’elles po u rs oi vent depub des 
millfenaires. Le cacardage de 
l’oie serait le mfeme que celui de 
Foie sauvage habitude ft donner 
ft ses congfenferes des commen- 
taires sur la migration ft entrep* 
rondre. la vitesse du vol, ss 
direction, les regroupements 
nfecessaires. L’oie domestique ne 
sait plus voter, mate die a u ra i t 
gardfe la posribffitfe de porter de 
ce v<ti qni Ini fetait astrefitis 
essentiel. Quand vient la Miwn 
dn dfepart des oies et des canards 
sauvages, nos palmipedes au* 
rafont tendance ft s’agjter avec 
frfesfesie. S’fls retro a v ent la liber- 
ty, au bout de quelques gfenfera- 
tions leor revient la mfemoire des 
migrations. 

Marie-Luce Cszamayoa 

Extrait du Britt 
*La cSfexa^on du fitie gras* - 
qu’dle a pubtife aux feUdooi 
La Manufacture. 
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KuwaitisICanadian bankruptcies soar, FAO asks Studies urge Soviets 


to invest manufacturing output slows rich states to 


$300m 
In Syria 

DAMASCUS (R) — The fi- 
nance minister of the toppled 
Kuwait government said Friday 
his country would invest more 
thaoS30O million in Syria, which 
is hacking multinational efforts 
to force Iraq out from Kuwait. 

Sheikh Ali At Khalifa Al 
Sabah told a news conference 
several projects were under dis- 
cussion and are expected to be 
approved very soon. 

The minister, who signed a 
5105 million soft loan Thursday 
to finance a sanitation project in 
Damascus, said a company own- 
ed by Kuwait would be sent soon 
to invest in industrial, agricultu- 
ral and economic projects in 
Syria. 

He said Kuwait would aiy, 
contribute towards financing a 
number of projects in the next 
three years including the expan- 
sion of Damascus’ telephone 
network. 

The Kuwaiti Development 
Fund would also extend a S25 
million loan to help small inves- 
tors set up projects 10 contribute 
towards development in the 
country. 

Madrid 
to expand 
credit line 
to Rabat 

RABAT (R) — Spain will ex- 
pand a line of credit to Morocco 
from S1.3 to Sl-57 billion for the 
period up to the end of 1992, 
Spanish Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez said Friday at the end 
of a 24-hour visit to Morocco. 

He said a project to build a 
pipeline carrying Algerian natu- 
ral gas across Morocco to Spain 
would be launched in the near 
future. “I think it will advance 
very quickly,” he said. 

The linking ofthe Spanish; ©id 
Moroccan electricity grids n Sfhid 
tetecosmiuiiie&ti&n netvfeffftf 
was also discussed, he added. 

Spanish sources said other 
topics included joint ventures, 
particularly in sea fishing, and 
industrial investments in the 
phosphate sector, the mainstay 
of the Moroccan economy. 

A joint declaration said they 
were both determined to build 
either a bridge or a tunnel across 
the Straits of Gibraltar. It also 
said they would pay special 
attention 10 the “human factor.” 


OTTAWA (R) — After seven 
years of relentless growth the 
Canadian economy is in retreat, 
with, soaring bankruptcies and a 
slowing in manufacturing out- 
put, according to figures re- 
leased recently. 

Canadian bankruptcies rose 
60 per cent in November to 
6,009 from 3,763 m the same 
month a year ago, Canada's Con- 
sumer and Corporate Affairs 
Department reported. 

It also said that Canada's 
manufacturing plant utilisation 
fell 1.4 per cent to 78 per cent of 
capacity in the third quarter. 

Opposition parties and eco- 
nomists are increasingly worried 
that Canada’s recession might be 
deeper and more prolonged than 
first feared. 

M Why is this gov e rn m ent wait- 
ing for this recession to get 
worse and worse and worse?” 
opposition Liberal house leader 
Herb Gray asked in the House 
of Commons. 

C a nada’s economy, normally 
powered internally by strong 


consumer spending and exter- 
nally by high demand for cars, 
resources and wheat exports, be- 
gan to contract in the second 
quarter of this year. 

Finance Minister Michael Wil- 
son said the government will 
continue to work towards lower- 
ing interest rates further to spur 
the economy. 

“Wc recognise that the eco- 
nomy is in recession and we have 
reduced interest rates since the 
spring of this year," he noted. 

But the chief economist of the 
prestigious think tank, the Con- 
ference Board of Canada, 
warned that interest rates need 
to be reduced much more ro 
avoid a sharp contraction. 

“Without some relief on the 
interest rate front. ! have major 
concerns that this recession will 
turn out to be much more severe 
than we currently expected,” 
economist lames Frank said in a 
Conference Board publication. 

Frank said the Canadian eco- 
nomy has already deteriorated 
faster than anticipated and the 


Gulf crisis was clouding the out- 
look. Consumer confidence is 
already low and the govern- 
ment’s sewn per cent consump- 
tion tax which goes into effect in 
January will only add to the 
problem. 

“In our outlook, ail major 
components of consumer spend- 
ing shrink in the first quarter of 
1991, except automobile spend- 
ing. which increase after three 
quarters of decline,” Frank said. 

He said the government's 
budget defici will mean little 
relief for consumers in the new 
budget, expected in February. 

Canada's central bank has be- 
gun easing rates. Earlier this 
month, the Bank of Canada 
rale, similar to the U S. discount 
rale, fell to its lowest level in 
nearly two years, dropping 10 
12.01 per cent from 12.16 per 
cent. 

But Frank said die central 
bank, with its aim to eradicate 
inflation, probably kept Tates 
too high for too long. 


N. Zealand cuts deep Yugoslavia 

into welfare spending to freezes 
revitalise economy foreign 


WELLINGTON fR) — New 
Zealand's new National Party 
government has slashed welfare 
spending by 10 per cent, cutting 
payments to children, the ill and 
the unemployed to breathe life 
into a sickly economy. 

The government in a mini- 
budget also announced sweeping 
changes to labour laws, includ- 
ing outlawing compulsory trade 
union membership, 10 make 
New Zealand business more 
competitive. 

The package was welcomed by 
financial markets but denounced 
by the Council of Trade Unions 
as being anti- worker. 

Unemployment, sickness and 
child benefits will all be cut while 
across-the-board family allo- 
wances will go altogether. 

“Now we must confront the 
hard decisions that have been 
delayed too long,” Prime Minis- 
ter Jim Bolger told parliament, 

“Short term sacrifices and 
some, major . long term, adjust- 
ments are . both necessary if we 
are to suoceeB in the battle for 
economic growth and a return to 
full employment,” he said. 

In the mini-budget, 
announced less than two months 
after sweeping to power by a 
landslide, the government lop- 
ped 1.28 billion dollars (S76Q 
million) or 10 per cent off its 
welfare spending for the 1991/92 
financial year. 

But Bolger said the state of 
the economy allowed no aUema-* 
rive. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, Decc 
Central Bank 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dctasehcsnark 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


Buy 

664.0 
12523 

434.1 

506.2 
127.8 


668.0 

1259.8 

436.7 

509.2 

128.6 


liber 22, 1990 
official rates 

A 

Japanese yen (for 100) 489.9 492.8 

Dutch guilder 385.0 389.3 

Swedish crown 116.2 116.9 

Italian tin ffor 100) 57.8 58.1 

Belgian franc (for 10) 210.0 21} J 


“No commentator, of any per- 
suasion, disputes the fact that 
our economy is in a deep reces- 
sion, which is gening deeper 
every week," he declared. 

Financial markets liked what 
they heard and two banks im- 
mediately responded with in- 
terest rate cuts. 

New Zealand's economy, 
which has declined for decades, 
has been battered by soaring 
energy bills due to the Gulf crisis 
just when prices of its key agri- 
cultural exports have plunged. 

The spending cuts are aimed 
at reining in a budget* deficit 
which threatens to run out of 
control. The government hopes 
this will bring down interest 
rates which have strangled any 
economic recovery at birth, forc- 
ing factories to close and sending 
unemployment to record levels. 

“At the heart of these prob- 
lems is the crushing burden of 
government spending,” said Fi- 
nance. Ministex ?:i Ryjii Richard? 

son- •:/ 

■ 

“The continuing increase in 
the size of the state has resulted 
in growing debt, punitive tax 
levels and intolerable pressure 
on interest rates," she told par- 
liament. 

The package immediately 
brought some long-awaited good 
economic news. Both ANZ and 
the National Bank announced 
half percentage point cuts in 
their base rates to 15.75 per 

cent. 

■ 

Bolger said New Zealand 
could no longer afford its pre- 
sent welfare spending, which 
makes up a third of all state 
spending. 

“It is a generous provision by 
international standards and un- 
sustainable for one of the worst 
performing economies in the de- 
veloped world." he said. 

Richardson signalled more 
cuts could come. 


foreign 

exchange 

dealings 

BELGRADE (AP) — The 
federal government Friday froze 
sales of foreign currencies for 
dinar and imposed limits on cash 
Yugoslav can take out of the 
country, the finance minister 
announced. 

The government ordered 
banks to limit over-the-counter 
sales of foreign currencies for 
dinar to the equivalent of 1,00(1 
Deutsche marks (S650L Yugos- 
lav travelling abroad would nor 
be permitted to carry exceeding 
that amount. Finance Minister 
Branimir Zekan told a news 
conference. 

But he said the government 
decree “practically suspends all 
sale of foreign exchange to 
citizens,” except for when funds 
are needed ‘urgently for health or 
legal reasons. 

The decree was designed to 
halt speculators drawing “exces- 
sive” foreign exchange from 
banks in anticipation of a dinar 
devaluation and transferring 
such funds abroad, Zekan said. 

Federal Premier Ante Marko- 
vic made the dinar newly con- 
vertible Jan. 1 by pegging it at 
seven-to-ooe rate to Deutsche- 
mark as part of a sweeping eco- 
nomic reform package. 

The reforms slashed runaway 
inflation from 2.500 per cent in 
1989 to a projected 100 per cent 
this year, boosted the country's 
foreign exchange reserves and 
helped restore Yugoslav’s confi- 
dence in the dinar. 

But Yugoslavs, apparently un- 
nerved by the country's uncer- 
tain political and economic fu- 
ture. have crowded banks in 
recent weeks to withdraw their 
hard currency savings. 
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to bridge 

N-S gap 


ROME (R) — The L.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organisation 
(FaQ) has said Fridat that the 
gap between developed and 
ixwr countries was widening. 

Its directer-gcr.era;. Edouard 
Saoilma. called for mere food 
aid to African nations 
threatened fcv famine. 

“If the world has been capable 
of breaking dour. :be political 
barrier between East and West, 
it should be able to attack At 
economic divide between North 
and South.” Saourr.a said m a 
year-end message on the state of 
world food and agriculture. 

He said record cereal harvests 

in 1990 of nearly rr.:“:or. 

tonnes — four per cent up on 

1989 — had he!oed developed 

■ * 

countries, but left parts of Afri- 
ca. Latin America and the 
Caribbean sifii struggling with 
hunger. 

The harvest would allow cere- 
al stocks to be replenished, but 
there remained an urgent need 
to mobilise international assist- 
ance for needy areas. 

Ethiopia and Sudan, hi: tv 
year of civil war. would require 
massive assistance to avoid 
famine in 1991. the FaO chief 
said. 

Other African nations that 
would need help next year » ouid 
include Angola. Mozambique, 
Liberia and some in the Sahel. 

Saornna said the breakdown 
of GATT trade negotiations be- 
cause of squabbles on agricultu- 
ral subsidies would hurt develop- 
ing countries’ trade-, restrictions 
and fierce competition. 


ake fast, concrete 


shift to market system 
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Washington cR) — The 

Soviet Union is being told in the 
strongest terms by a major study 
that it must reform its ailing 
economy by turning it into a 
market system, or continue to 
face hard’ times. 

The study, unveiled Friday, 
had been ordered by the Group 
of Seven industrial countries. It 
was undertaken by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), 
the World Bank, the Organisa- 
tion for Economic Cooperation 
aDd Development and the new 
European Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development. 

“The imperative is to make 
sufficient progress at the begin- 
ning so that reform is seen as an 
irreversible break with the past 
and the process gains unstopp- 
able momentum,” the report 
said. 

The report, which was greeted 
with praise by senior Soviet eco- 
nomists who advocated free- 
market policies, urged "author- 
ities to move rapidly to give 
substance to their commitment 
to a market economy." 

The position of the IMF. 
which framed much of the re- 
port, is lh 2 t gradualism, as some 
have suggested, would only lead 
to more economic and perhaps, 
social, pain. 

Even with quick reform, the 
future will be difficult for the 
ailing Soviet economy with eco- 
nomic downturn and an increase 
in unemployment almost cer- 
tain. 

“The old pal nning system has 
broken down but has not been 
dismantled. Meanwhile, the 
structures vital to the function- 
ing of a market have yet to be 
put in place.” it said. 

Given the economy’s dire 
straits, the study cautioned 
against vast financial help, 
arguing the Soviets are simply 
not in a position to out use 
assistance productively. 

"We must stress that balance 
of payments assistance should 
accompany the introduction of a 
major and comprehensive re- 
form programme," the report 
said. “Without sich a reform. 



CANDLE LIGHT PEACE VIGIL 

THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN IN JORDAN 
CORDIALLY INVITE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS TO PARTICIPATE IN 

a candle light vigil for 

PEACE AND JUSTICE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1990 4:30 - 6:00 PM 
POLICE ACADEMY STREET 

ABDALI 

(Near King Abdullah Mosque, the Coptic Orthodox 
Cathedral, and the Greek Orthodox Church) 

AJI Religious Faiths Participating 

Please bring a candle for each person in your family. You may 
also purchase candles on site for a minimal charge. Dress 
appropriately as the vigil will be held on the street and will take 
place regardless of the weaiher. 
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AL QASR HOTEL 

Shmesani 


J Invites you to join our " Six continents " open 
buffet luncheon on Christmas Day Dec. 25th 
Many surprises await you : 

* Santa Clause 

* Gifts and prizes for children 

* Baby sitting and nursery 

* Computer games 

Adults JD 4.000 Children JD 2.000 
For Reservation ; Tei : 689671 / 666140 > 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN ENGLISH 

23.12.90 (Sunday) 8 00 am: Holy Communion with 

Christmas Carols 
6:00 pm: Christmas Carols in 
Arabic/English 

24.1 2L9Q (Monday) 11:30 pm:Midnight Mass 

25.12.90 (Tuesday) 11:'. 5 am: Family Christmas Service 

Tel: 628543 



A 3-bedroom house, total area 300 square metres, garden 
400 square metres, spacious kitchen with built-in dis- 
hwasher, two baths, telephone, located at the University of 
Jordan Housing area. 

Annual rent furnished (JD 6.000), unfurnished {JD 4,000). 

if Interested please call 663380 Amman. 


additional financial resources 
would be of little or no lasting 
value.” 

The study recommended price 
liberalisation — letting prices 
ebb and flow with the forces of 
demand. But rents and prices of 
few essential consumer goods 
may need to be subsidised to a 
limited extent over the near 
term, it added. 

In a separate study also re- 
leased Friday, the European 
Commission said the Soviet eco- 
nomy “will drift toward col- 
lapse” without major reform. 

Moscow will need between S8 
billion and $11 billion next year 
in aid, even after the $15 billion 
in assistance already pledged, 
said the study by the commis- 
sion. 

Meanwhile trade experts said 
Friday the resignation of Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze may cause U.S. com- 
panies to be even more cautious 
about investing in the Soviet 
Union. 

Shevardnadze's surprise 
announcement Thursday, and 
his grim warning that the coun- 
try was slipping toward “dicta- 
torship," unnerved many world 
leaders. In currency markets, 
the DeuLschemark. has been 
banned by fears that Germany’s 
economy could be hurt by Soviet 
unrest. 

Most of the several hundred 
U.S. companies pursuing Soviet 
ventures have moved cautiously, 
well aware of the country's poli- 
tical and economic problems. 

With Shevardnadze’s 
announcement, companies are 
going to be even more wary, 
analysts said. 

“It’s the uncertainty,” said 
Jeffrey Burt, partner in charge 
of Soviet ventures for Arnold 
and Porter, a Washington law 
firm. “Are you dealing with 


someone in the central govern- 
ment who's going to be there 
and has the authority? what's it 
going to be like down the road?” 

“There is a very cautious, 
go-slow attitude.” said Herd 
Adler, a partner at KPMG Peat 
Marwick who specialises in in- 
ternational deals. “There are 
opportunities, but there are also 
the risks.” 

Richard Fuchs, publisher of 
Bloc magazine, which follows 
business in the Soviet Union and 
eastern Europe, said mar.y cal- 
lers bad expressed concern in the 
pas: two days, and he predicted 
a slowdown in new deals. 

Trade between che Soviet Un- 
ion and United States has grown 
relatively slowly, to S5 billion 
last year from S2.3 billion in 
1983, according to the Com- 
merce Deportment. 

This year, as the U.S. eco- 
nomy has softened, only S4 bil- 
lion of goods changed hands 
between tbe two countries over 
the first 10 months of the year, 
preliminary figures show. 

Several big companies have 
announced major ventures in the 
Soviet Union this year. The 
largest is Pepsico's agreement to 
swap its soda for Soviet vodka in 
a deal valued at S3 biliion over 
10 years. 

Such deals — and others that 
are only in the test phase — are 
unlikely to be affected unless tbe 
Soviet situation deteriorates. 

In fact, Atlantic Richfield Fri- 
day said it had signed prelimin- 
ary' agreements for exploration 
and production of oil and gas in 
the Soviet far cast. 

Corporate executives will be 
watching ciosely over the next 
several weeks to see how the 
political turmoil in the Soviet 
Union is resolved. 


OPENING NIGHT 
NEW YEAR EVE 
AT 

BROADWAY CLUB 

PLACE: Middle East Motel 

PRICE: JD 15 each, ni 

COUPLES ONLY 

Includes All beer U can drink + Midnight snack 

TeL: 667150/667159 


American Recreation Attoctaoon b seeking general manager for foil time 


Qualification*: Bachelor degree, supervisory experience. Fluent English is 


8«nd resum« to: P.O. Box 254 Amman, Jordan attm American 
Employ*** Community Sorvfeo Association. 
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Khan Al Khalili Products 

A special branch for gifts 

Asfour Chrystal Chandeliers. Only agents in Jordan. 

American, English and Scandinavian furniture . 

for homes and offices. 
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JabaJ Amman, 3rd Circle Tel. 641080, 652747 


FOR SALE 

Electric generators, for domestic use 

'Brand new generators, various outputs. 1 .5 to 4.0 KVA ideas as 
standby power supply. Very reasonable prices. 

For details and viewing call 711642. 


With everything in it, 5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, garden, 
garage, balconies. 

Asking rent JD 10,000. 

Tel: 813904, 818618. 
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Walesa sworn in as president 


WARSAW. Poland (AP) — 
Lech Walesa, the shipyard elec-, 
trician who led the workers 
movement that overthrew Po- 
land's Communist rulers, took 
the oath of office Saturday as his 
country’s first popularly elected 

president. 

The 47-vear-old labour activist 
and Nobel Peace Prize laureate, 
the son of impoverished 
peasants, assumed the country's 
highest office at an inauguration 
ceremony before both houses of 

parliament. 

Ten years after he led the 
shipyard strike that created Soli- 
darity. the East Bloc's first inde- 
pendent trade union, and one 
vear since he put together its 
first non-Communist government in 
more than 40 years. Walesa 
faces the challenge of transform- 
ing Poland into the prosperous, 
democratic socictv dreamed of 
by generations of his compat- 
riots. 

■‘I solemnly swear to the Pol- 
ish people that I will be faithful 
to constitutional decisions." said 
Walesa in a firm, clear voice, 
holding up his right hand. 

“I will protect the dignity of 
the nation, the sovereignty and 
security of the state. I swear... . 
So help me God." 

His wife. Danuta, stood at his 
side as the outh was adminis- 
tered by parliament speaker 
Mrkalaj Kozakiewicz. 

The departing president. Gen. 


Wojciech Jaruzelski. was not in- 
vited to attend the swearing-in 
ceremony. 

In December 1981. Jaruzelski, 
then Communist Party leader, 
led the martial law crackdown 
that suppressed Solidarity and 
resulted in Walesa's internment 
for 11 months. Solidarity re- 
gained its legal status in 1989 
after extensive negotiations be- 
tween the Communist author- 
ities and the opposition led by 
Walesa. 

The transfer of power was to 
be conferred later Saturday by 
Rvszard Kaczorowski. president 
of the anti-Communist govem- 
menr-in-exile that has been 
based in London since the War- 
saw government fled the Nazis in 
1939. 



ago during anti-government 
strikes. “We will folfil the last 

wish of those killed." 

But for the past centuries, free 
Poland has existed more' in liter- 
ature and song than in reality. 

Since 1795. Poland has en- 
joyed only 21 years of independ- 
ence from foreign rule. 

Walesa's critics fear he will 
rule in an iron-handed way and 
compare him to Marshal Jozef 
Pilsudski. who after a 1926 milit- 
ary takeover, allowed the trap- 
pings of democracy to continue 
but ruled as military com- 
mander. 


Lech Walesa 


Kaczorowski, returning to his 
homeland for the first time, is to 
give Walesa an insignia of office 
and other prewar symbols of 
power in a ceremony at the royal 
castle, where Poland's first 
democratic constitution was 
written in 1791. 

Walesa also will accept the 
blessing of the Roman Catholic 
Church, with a mass to be cele- 
brated in honour of his presiden- 
cy by Cardinal Jozef Glemp. 

As president. Walesa’s first 
task will be to nominate a prime 
minister and prepare for par- 
liamentary elections. 

Walesa announced Thursday 
that he will not be able to name a 


prime minister until after the 
Christmas and New Year holi- 
days. 

He said he is wavering be- 
tween two options: keeping a 
remolded caretaker cabinet until 
parliamentary elections in the 
spring or creating an all-new 
cabinet that will rule for a year 
until elections are held. 

In statements since his land- 
slide election on Dec. 9, Walesa 
has emphasised that hi$ pres- 
idency will mark the culmination 
of a struggle to throw off foreign 
domination. 

“We will lift our country up 
with the effort of the whole 
nation.” Walesa pledged at a 
gathering to honour dozens of 
workers gunned down 20 years 


Walesa won his office With 75 
per cent of the vote, but the 
bitter election campaign split the 
Solidarity movement, leaving 
Walesa alienated from Prime 
Minister Tadeusz M azowiecki 

and many of his former advisers. 

After the ceremony, deputies 
rose to thier feet and burst into 
prolonged applause and Walesa 
blinked back tears as the nation- 
al anthem was played. 

“From this moment solemnly 
begins the Third Polish Repute 
lie.” Walesa said. 

“The evil period is ending 
when the authorities of our state 
were chosen under foreign press- 
ure or as a result of forced 


compromises. 

“Today we take a fun- 
damental step on the long and 
bloody road to rebuilding our 
independence.” 


premier urges West 


to take tougher Soviet stance 


TOKYO (R) — Lithuania's pre- 
mier urged Western governments 
Saturday to take a tougher 
stance against Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev to check a 
perceived slide toward dicta- 
torship. 

Kazimiera Prunskiene. prime 
minister of the indcpendence- 
ssekig Baltic republic, said 
Western powers should threaten 
to withhold support and aid for 
the Soviet Union because Gor- 
bachev was courting hardliners. 

“It's absurd for the West to 
keep up this unflagging support 
for Gorbachev regardless of his 
domestic policies." Prunskiene 
said in an interview with Reuters 
in Tokvo. 

H 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze's resigna- 
tion was a dramatic warning 'to 
the world that reactionaries in 
the old Communist Party elite 
and some parts of the military 
were gaining control, she said. 

“He was being pushed out by 
the hardliners so he made a 
strategic move to send a signal to 
the world." 

She added: “The reactionaries 
understand that the Soviet Un- 
ion needs food and economic aid 
and they would be forced to give 
in to the liberal reformists if the 
West took a tougher stance." 

Shevardnadze stunned Mos- 
cow and the world when he told 
parliament Thursday he was res- 
igning to protest against a slide 
toward dictatorship. 

The move stirred anxiety in the 
Soviet Baltic republics of 


Lithuania. Latvia and Estonia, 
all headed by elected pro-inde- 
pendence governments. 

Gorbachev, under pressure 
from hardliners, told deputies 
earlier this week he would de- 
clare a state of emergency in 
trouble spots including the three 
Baltic republics and Shevard- 
nadze's homeland Georgia. 

Prunskiene. who is scheduled 
to visit Australia before return- 
ing home on Dec. 29, said she 
may be forced to cut short her 
trip if Gorbachev cracks down 
on the Baltics. 


“There were no incidents 
overnight and it's peaceful in 
Lithuania but we're monitoring 
the situation,” she said. 

Armed Soviet soldiers have 
begun patrolling the Lithuanian 
port Klaipeda and are autho- 
rised to search and arrest local 
citizens, aides accompanying 
Prunskiene said. 


Prunskiene said the Baltics 
have lost a friend with the depar- 
ture of Shevardnadze from the 


government. 

“As a Georgian he could 
understand our aspirations and it 
was he who has kept the Soviet 
military from taking over in the 
Baltics." she said. 


Yevgeny Primakov, Gor- 
bachev’s special envoy in the 
Gulf crisis, was a possible candi- 
date to become foreign minister. 
Prunskiene said, adding that he 
was not likely to sympathise with 
the Baltic cause. 

“Shevardnadze told me perso- 


nally if there were any problems 
to contact him first. Thanks to 
him things have been peaceful 
until now.” 

The Baltic republics aim to 
regain the full independence 
they enjoyed between 19 IS and 
their incorporation into the 
Soviet Union in 1940. 

Prunskiene is visiting Japan at 
the invitation of the Waco Corp 
Trading Company and will leave 
Sunday for Australia after meet- 
ing bankers and government 
officials. 

Meanwhile Lithuanian law- 
makers protested Soviet army 
patrols on the streets of the 
Baltic Port of Klaipeda, and its 
mayor labelled the military ac- 
tion a “gross interference” to 
civilian life, TASS reported 
Friday. 

Col. Ivan Chernykh, comman- 
der of the Klaipeda Garrison, 
told Lithuanian authorities 
Wednesday that armed units 
would begin patrolling the 
streets and have the authority to 
check people's documents and 
make arrests, the official Soviet 
News Agency said. The patrols 
began Thursday. 

They were ordered following 
alleged clashes between civilians 
and Soviet soldiers and sailors in 
the Baltic seaport, according to 
an editor with the independent 
Elta News Agency. The port has 
a large military presence. 

According to Chernykh, sol- 
diers with submachine guns were 
patrolling the streets in cars. 
TASS reported. 


Croatia 


adopts new 

constitution 


i 


ZAGREB. Yugoslavia (AP) — 
The Croatian parliament has 
adopted a new constitution, giv- 
ing Yugolsavia's second-largest 
state the right to secede from the 
federation, media reports said. 

The move is likely to worsen 
the traditionally tense relations 
between Croats and minority 
Serbs in the republic. 

The new constitution provides 
for Croatia to secede from 
Yugoslavia if a total of two- 
thirds of the parliamentary de- 
puties vote for such a proposal. 
A centre-right government defe- 
ated the ruling Communists in 
Croatian elections last spring. 

A state-wide plebiscite would 
have to follow the legislative 
vote. A simple majority of the 
electorate would then be needed 
to vote for Croatia’s independ- 
ence. 

The vote was preceded by an 
acrimonious debate over minor- 
ity' rights between ethnic Serbian 
and Croatian deputies in the 
legislature, the Yugoslav News 
Agency. Tanjug, reported. 

It said that 16 deputies repre- 
senting Croatia’s 500.000-mem- 
ber Serbian minority walked out 
of the parliamentary session be- 
fore the vote ro protest what 
they claimed was the failure of 
the document to guarantee their 
national identity. 

The Communist government 
of Serbia, the largest of Yugosla- 
via's six constituent republics, 
has strongly opposed moves to- 
ward secession. 


Manila foils Christmas bomb plot 


MANILA (R1 — Philippine 
troops arrested a cashiered army 
captain and three followers who 
sneaked into an airbase with 
dynamite wrapped up as Christ- 
mas gifts to try to blow up planes 
in a signal for a coup, the milit- 
ary said Saturday. 

The four, arrested at a Christ- 
mas party at Basa Air Base 
Friday night, carried dishes of 
goat's meat laced with drugs 
intended for camp defenders. 

They planned to blow up a 
fleet of F-5 fighter jets and the 
fuel depot, the military said. 

“Considering that there was a 
party, with children and women, 
it could have led to a massacre of 
innocent civilians.” Major- 
General Rodolfo Biazon told 3 
news conference. 

The rebels were led by- 
cashiered army Captain 


Reynaldo Ordonez, an escaped 
rebel who was convicted in 
absentia of mutiny by a military 
court las: Wednesday for in- 
volvement in a bloody August 
1987 army revolt. 


Ordonez was sentenced to 12 
years in prison 3nd ordered dis- 
honourably discharged. The 
three other men were an army 
private and two civilians. 

Loyalist troops were tipped 
off in advance and arrested the 
four when they tried to mingle 
with guests at the base, some 80 
kilometres north of Manila. 
Biazon said. 


armed forces chief of staff. 

Aquino has survived six army 
coup attempts since she took 
office in a 19S6 popular revo'.t 
Army rebels, accusing her of 
incompetence, have vowed to 
try again. 

Biazon presented the four :o 
media Saturday but barred them 

m 

from answering questions. 

Aquino ordered a purge of 
disloyal and dishonest soldiers in 
an armed forces day speech Fri- 
day. She warned anyone taking 
part in a fresh coup attempt 
would face “the highest penal- 
ties.” 


Also Friday, ethnic Serbs in 
Knin. a town near the central 
Adriatic coast, proclaimed the 
autonomy of Krajina. the mostly 
Serbian area in which they live, 
saying it would remain part of 
Croatia only if the state stays 
within Yugoslavia. 

“This is a great day for all 
Serbs.” said Jovan Raskovic. 
political leader of the Serbian 
minority, as he raised the Ser- 
bian flag over Knin Castle. 
Radio Belgrade reported. 

Ethnic Serbs, who claim the 
Croatian authorities are discri- 
minating against them, say that 
if Croatia secedes from Yugosla- 
via. Krajina will declare its inde- 
pendence. 


Intelligence information 
“states that the operation in 
Basa would serve as a signal for 
the next coup attempt." said 
Biazon. named by President 
Corazon Aquino Friday as new 


On Wednesday. 3 military 
court delivered a strong warning 
to army rebels, sentencing Si 
officers and men who took part 
in the 1987 coup to jail terms 
ranging from 12 to 32 years. 


I 


One policeman was killed and 
several other people have been 
wounded since Augusr when 
Krajina Serbs, declared them- 
selves to be “in an uprising 
against the nationalist author- 
ities in Zagreb." 


Cambodian National 


Council resumes talks 


PARIS (AP) — The Supreme 
National Council, representing 
Cambodia's Vietnamese-backed 
government and three guerrilla 
factions, resumed talks Saturday 
ro consider a U.N. -sponsored 
peace plan. 

Cambodian Prime Minister 
Hun Sen. who fell ill during the 
first day of talks Friday, was 
expected to rejoin the meeting 
of the 12-member council. 

The talks were to conclude 
later Saturday. 

French Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas, addressing Friday's 
opening session, warned that 
time was running out to reach a 
settlement and urged acceptance 
of the plan that would give the 


United Nations a strong role in 
an interim government. 

“The world has changed. 
Other prion ties can and will 
require our attention." Dumas 
said. “The international com- 
munity cannot indefinitely work 
out the fate of Cambodia if 
Cambodians themselves do not 
have the political will ro do so." 

He told a news conference 
that the talks had been “con- 
structive,” saying that the fac- 
tions asked questions but did not 
reject the plan outright. 

Hun Sen collapsed during the 
talks, apparently from fatigue, 
and was hospitalised. He was 
reported in satisfactory condi- 
tion Friday. 


Japanese appointed 


head of UNHCR 


TOKYO I Rl — The newly 
appointed United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said Saturday that 
being a Japanese and a woman 
would aid her in the search for 
new ways to protect the world's 
15 million refugees. 

Sadalfo Ogata. 63. a professor 
of international relations 3t 
Tokyo's Sophia University, to'd 
a news conference she would 
spend her three-year term in 
office searching for new formu- 
las to define and protect econo- 
mic and domestic refugees, os 
well as genuine refugees. 

“Certainly. 1 have a slightly 
broader background, and I 
should have wider clients," Oga- 


ta said when asked what she 
thought of a Japanese woman 
being appointed to the job. 

The appointment of a woman 
was “an interesting develop- 
ment." she said. “Bui maybe it 
was overdue.” 


Ogata is the first woman to 
hold the top refugee post and 
only the second Japanese to 
head a L T .N. agency, after 
Hiroshi Nakajima of the World 
Health Organisation. Her 
appointment was approved by 
the General Assembly Friday. 


The world's refugees had in- 
creased from about eight million 
to 15 million in the past decade. 
Ogata said. 


Shekhar 


offers fresh 


hopes of 


ending 

violence 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
new prime minister held out 
fresh hopes Saturday of ending 
secessionist and religious vio- 
lence dividing the country but 
offered no quick solutions. 

India’s most pressing prob- 
lems are independence move- 
ments in two states bordering 
Pakistan — Kashmir and Punjab 
— and Hindu-Muslim fighting 
over whether a mosque occupies 
a sacred Hindu site. 

“I am prepared to discuss (the 
Punjab issue) with anyone who 
speaks to me as an Indian.” 
said Chandra Shekhar, whose 
minority government took pow- 
er last month. 

He told a news conference the 
government was even prepared 
to amend the constitution if it 
would help. “I am not against 
any discussion... we want to 
make a plan for Punjab with the 
consultation of the people of 
Punjab.” he said. 

But he said the response so far 
from the wealthy agricultural 
state, where Sikhs have for a 
decade been trying to set up on 
their own, had been less positive 
than that in Kashmir. 

The situation was gradually 
improving in Kashmir, India's 
only Muslim-majority state, 
where there had been a positive 
response from secessionist mili- 
tants though he said it was still 
too early to hold elections there. 

Kashmir remains a thorn in 
India's relations with Pakistan, 
which* it claims supports the re- 
bels, and the two sides made no 
progress on the issue in talks 
earlier in the week in Islamabad. 

India has also accused Pakis- 
tan of training and arming Sikh 
militants in Punjab. More than 
3.500 people have died in Pun- 
jab and a further 2,000 m Kash- 
mir in separatist violence this 
vear. 

m 

Shekhar made clear he wanted 
better relations with Pakistan, 
with which India has had three 
wars since independence from 
Britain in 1947, two of them 
about Kashmir. 

“I want , tqat relations with 
Pakistan should be true... the 
world is changing. If India and 
Pakistan want to play a role in 
this, they should settle their 
problems in a peaceful manner.” 

On Hindu-Muslim violence, 
only just beginning to ease off 
after two weeks in which more 
than 250 people have died. 
Shekhar said he would raise the 
issue with the chief justice on 
whether to refer it to the sup- 
reme court to deride. 


Hindu militants insist that a 
16th century mosque occupies 
land in the town of Ayodhya 
belonging to Lord Rama, one of 
the pantheon of Hindu gods, a 
debate eagerly latched onto by 
politicians, notably the Hindu- 
revivalist Bharativa Janata Party 
(BJP). 

The BJP triggered a change of 
government last month when it 
withdrew support in a coalition 
headed by Vishwanath Pratap 
Singh partly because of 
Avodhya. 

Shekhar said there was little 
be could do legally to stop the 
explosive mix of religion and 
politics, noting similar efforts in 
other parts of the world had 
achieved scant success. 

If there was adequate econo- 
mic development, then people 
would not cling to the old divi- 
sions. he said. 


In a separate development, 
Chandra Shekhar said Saturday 
he wanted problems with Pakis- 
tan to be resolved peacefully and 
was not worried whether Delhi's 
old foe possessed nuclear 
weapons. 

”1 want that relations with 
Pakistan should be true." 
Shekhar told a news conference. 

“The world is changing. If 
India and Pakistan to play a role 
in this, they should settle their 
problems in a peaceful manner.” 

Asked about Pakistani nuclear 
capabilities, Shekhar said: 
“Even if they have the bomb 
there is no reason to be worried 
about it. Nobodv is going to use 
it.” 


Senior Indian political sources 
quoted intelligence reports as 
saying Pakistan had at least 
seven nuclear bombs and had 
changed its strategy for their use 
from last resort to a pre-emptive 
strike. 

Islamabad believes India, 
which exploded a nuclear device 
in 1974. has nuclear bombs. 

Both countries deny having 
nuclear weapons. 

Relations between the neigh- 
bours. which have fought three 
wan since independence from 
B ritian in 1947. deteriorated 
again this year over a revolt in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 


Radical S. African black 


leader criticises talks 


CAPE TOWN (Agencies) — 
The leader of the small, radical 
Azanian People's Organisation 
opened his group's tenth annual 
congress Saturday by criticising 
negotiations with the white-led 
government. 

AZAPO is a black conscious- 
ness group that believes South 
African blacks must work 
together for their liberation 
without help from the dominant 
white minority. 

In his opening address to the 
congress in the Langa township 
near Cape Town. AZAPO lead- 
er Ilumeleng Mosala said Presi- 
dent F.W. De Klerk’s reforms 
had “produced nothing but vio- 
lence. misery and confusion in 
the black community. ” 

De Klerk has legalised Opposi- 
tion groups, including AZAPO, 
and eliminated some apartheid 
laws. He has pledged to end 
apartheid and negotiate power- 
sharing with the black majority. 

Mosala said the congress 
might be the last before black 
people are betrayed “on the 
alter of an undemocratic, one- 
sided, imperialistic ... process of 
‘negotiations.’” 

The congress, attended by 
more than 500 delegates and 
guests, was expected to consider 
a resolution rejecting the nego- 
tiations during its two-day agen- 
da. 

Zulu leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. meanwhile, appealed 
to blacks and whites to work 
together for peace through 
democracy instead of prolonging 
confrontational tactics that have 
failed. 

Buthelezi. leader of the Zulu- 
dominated Inkatha Freedom 
Party, said in year-end messages 
it was up to blacks to instill 
democracy in South Africa. 

“We will get the kind of gov- 
ernment we deserve,” he vowed. 

Buthelezi also called for 
blacks to resist political violence 
and intimidation. 

Inkatha supporters have en- 
gaged in years of virtual warfare 
against Xhosas and other blacks 
loyal to the African National 
Congress, the main black 
opposition group. 

Both groups oppose apar- 
theid, but differ on the policies 
and leadership of a future South 
Africa. 

Inkatha advocates a free- 


market system and promotes tri- 
balism, while the ANC backs 
more leftist and pan-tribal poli- 


cies. . 

The ANC accuses Buthelezi of 
aligning himself with the govern- 
ment and instigating black fac- 
tion fighting in a bid to spread 
his power base beyond the east- 
ern Natal province, the tradi- 
tional Zulu homeland. 

Inkatha accuses the ANC of 
trying to dominate the black 
opposition movement. 

Meanwhile anti-apartheid 
leader Nelson Mandela has held 
talks with De Klerk in defiance 
of an African National Congress 
(ANC) ban on secret meetings 
with the white government, a 
newspaper reported Saturday. 

The Johannesburg Star said 
Mandela met De Klerk last 
Monday, a day after the ANC 
ended its first consultative con- 
ference and a day before De 
Klerk's hardline year-end 
address to the nation in which be 
lashed out at the ANC. 

De Klerk accused Mandela 
and the ANC of resorting to 
“outdated rhetoric and policies 
that fan die flames of confronta- 
tion” after the movement gave 
his government an April 30 
deadline to stop township vio- 
lence, release political prisoners 
and allow exiles to return. 

If these conditions were not 
met, the ANC warned it would 
cancel all peace talks with the 
government and resume guerril- 
la activities. 


At the ANC conference, the 
first in 30 years inside South 
Africa, delegates resolved that 
contact with the government 
would take place “without secre- 
cy and confidentiality” and only 
after consultation with the orga- 
nisation's policy-making 36- 
member National Executive 
Committee (NEC). 

However an angry Mandela 
told the closing session of the 
conference secret and confiden- 
tial meetings were at times 
essential. 


He accused ANC members 
opposed to secret meetings as 
lacking understanding of the na- 
ture of negotiations, adding that 
had such meetings not taken 
place before, there would be no 
preliminary negotiations for a 
non- racial constitution. 


Albiiiiitin opposition wants 


aid to back de-Stalinisation 


TIRANA (R) — Albania laun- 
ched a wave of de-Stalinisation 
on the late Soviet dictator's 
birthday and an opposition lead- 
er said foreign aid was desper- 
ately needed to protect the coun- 
try's nascent democracy. 

The Communist government 
tore down statues of Josef Stalin 
in Tirana and other towns across 
the country Friday, the 111th 
anniversary of his birth. He died 
in 1953. 

The government said it would 
also eliminate his name from 
streets, squares and factories 
since such tributes to him were 
no longer appropriate. 

Symbolically at least, the 
moves marked a dean break 
with 45 years of Stalinism in 
Albania, which 10 days ago 
opened the way to multi-party 
democracy, saying it would 
allow independent parties to 
compete in elections planned for 
next Feb. 10. 

A town called Stalin, believed 
to be the only one left in the 
world, will now have to find a 
new name, as wj|/ Tirana’s cen- 
tral boulevard and many factor- 
ies. including the capital's Stalin 
Textile Mill. 

Gramoz Pashko, a leader of 
the new opposition Democratic 
Party formed a week ago, hailed 
the moves as a success for demo- 
cracy but said they might have 
come too late to avert political 
chaos. 

Pashko. 35. an economics 
teacher, said dire shortages 
could spark a new burst of unrest 


or that extremists could exploit 
popular discontent to destroy 
President Ramiz Alia’s reforms. 

“Albania desperately needs 
aid,” Pashko said. “We need 
food, we need clothing, we need 
medicines.’' 

Pashko said rationing, now 
imposed on meat and butter, 
might soon have to be extended 
to sugar, rice bread and other 
.essential items. 

“We have a crisis of shor- 
tages,” be said. “If the situation 
runs out of control it could be 
the end of the young democra- 
cy.” 

m 

Shortages have been aggra- 
vated by three years of drought, 
which not only harmed crops but 
also eliminated Albania's earn- 
ings from hydro-electricity. 

Pashko blamed riots a week 
ago in several Albanian towns 
on “dark forces” who included 
ultra-conservative Communists 
opposed to reform and criminal 
elements including black mar- 
keteer, who feared £ democra- 
tic legal system. 

The newspaper of the ruling 
(Communist) Party of Labour, 
Zeri I Popullit. carried a report 
denying rumours that peoples' 
savings were unsafe, trying to 
discourage a run of savings 
banks. 

The article assured them that 
their savings, or the interest on 
them, could be withdrawn at any 
time. Informed Albanian 
sources said many citizens feared 
accounts could be frozen be- 
cause of the economic crisis. 


Washington, citing abuses, 


cuts off aid to Guatemala 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
largely symbolic cut of U.S. 
military aid to Guatemala was 
triggered by Washington’s dis- 
appointment over the Central 
American country's failure to 
solve the murder of an American 
and a lack of commitment to 
human rights, U.S. officials have 
said. 

The United States Friday cut 
off military aid to Guatemala, 
charging that the government of 
President Vinido Cerezo was 
not doing enough to stamp out 
human rights abuses. Military 
aid totalled about $2.9 million in 
the 1990 fiscal year. 

In announcing the cutoff, the 
U.S. State Department did not 
charge the Cerezo government 
with taking part in the abuses. 


but nevertheless blamed it for 
what it said was a failure to act 
against persistent violations. 

"The United States wishes to 
expre« its deep disappointment 
with the lack of commitment of 
the government of Guatemala to 
protect human rights.” State De- 
partment spokesman Richard 
Boucher said in a statement. 


In Guatemala, the Cerezo 
government said it was con- 
cerned by the U.S. decision, 
calling it a drastic move. 


“The government hopes that 
this drastic action against Guate- 
mala over the killing of an 
American citizen does not con- 
stitute further misunderstanding 
by the U.S. State Depart- 
ment...,” it said. 



Doctor cut? nose 
off husband’s 
suspected lover 


MANILA (R) — A Philippine 
woman doctor has been charged 
with cutting off the nose of a 
maid she suspected of having an 
affair with her husband. Her 
husband, also a doctor, was 
charged with raping the 18-year- 
old nmid at gunpoint at their 
home in Negros Occidental pro- 
vince. The maid said he raped 
her on 26 separate occasions. On 
pretext of treating injuries she 
inflicted in jealous rage, the 
woman doctor anaesthetised the 
maid before clipping off the right 
side of her nose, lawyers saidL 
The couple were arrested after 
President Corazon Aquino took 
an interest in a complaint filed 
by the maid. 


White House bomb 
scare turns up 
something smelly 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
secret service sealed the entr- 
ance to the White House for an 
hour Thusday after an 
explosTves-miffing dog detected 
something amiss in a congress- 
man's car. It turned out to be 
fer tilize r. “Great fim,” said 
Rep. Herbert H. Bateman, after 
a bomb specialist wearing a flak 
jacket and a protective helmet 
combed through bis car. Bate- 
man was in a group of Congress 
members just back from Saudi 
Arabia and was meeting with the 
president. The northwest gate to 
the White House, the official 
entrance used by visitors to the 
president, was closed. The drive- 
way where Bateman's and about 
a dozen other congressional cars 
were parked was sealed off. Re- 
porters were ordered to leave 
the grounds and kept In the 
nearby press briefing room as 
Bateman’s car was carefully ex- 
amined. Finally, Bateman was 
summoned from the White 
House and interviewed by secret 
service agents. 


Father of 3 wins 
SHbutlng 63nfeSt 


TOKYO (AP) — A 36-year-old 
father of three turned out to 
have the strongest lungs Thurs- 
day, winning a -shouting contest 
with a roar louder than a passing 
train. “If you want a war, you 
go,” YoshOnko Kato shouted. 
The sound metre registered 
115.8 decibals, more than 15 per 
cent louder than the racket of a 
train pasting overhead on an 
elevated railroad. For that, the 
self-employed Kato, who admit- 
ted he probably built his voice 
shouting at his children, won the 
100,000 yen ($716) grand prize 
of the 10th Annual Halls Year- 
End Loud Voice Contest. Kato 
didn’t explain the content of his 
yell. Some thought it was 
directed against the Japanese 
government, which heeded 
strong opposition and dropped a 
proposal to send troops for non- 
combat roles with multinational 
forces deployed against Iraq. 
The sponsors, who make cough 
drops, asked contestants to 
shout their feelings about what 
happened in 1990 in keeping 
with the Japanese custom of 
“Toshi Wasare,” or forgetting 
the past year. They challenged 
the sh outers to top a ringing 
telephone (70 decibals) or, if 
posable, damage a few ears (150 
decibals). 


Monroe’s marriage 
contract fetches 
$14,000 


LONDON (R) — Marilyn Mon- 
roe’s marriage contract to U.S. 
playwright Arthur MUler fetched 
more than S14.000, Christie's 
auctioneers said. The Ketubbab, 
a Jewish wedding contract dated 
July l, 1956, was witnessed in 
New York by Lee Strasberg, 
founder of New York’s Actors* 
Studio. Monroe converted to 
Judaism for the marriage, M3- 
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leris second and her third, which 


caused a sensation in Holly- _Ji 
wood. They divorced in 1961. - ^^ 
The price, paid by an anony^-v ^ . 
mans buyer, was at the upper /, v' 
range of Christie’s estimate. The- 1 “ 
certificate was offered for sale by 
the executors of her estate. The.’. 


Hollywood star and sex symbol * 
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died in her Los Angeles home of ^ 
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At the sale of HoHywoctii^^* 1 


a self-inflicted drug overdosd 
the summer of 1962. She was^i"^*'*' 


memorabilia, Indiana 
■kangaroo hide whip sold 


more than double its 
some $25,000 to a Parisian P 




owner. A wallet owned by 195fcjfc^ I 
film star James Dean was 


third most expensive 
over $12,000. 
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